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The National Prohibition Convention met in Lafiayette Hall, Pittsburg,
five hundred ciclegates being prescrnt, including a nuînber of ladies. Tele-
grains encouraging the convention wcrc recciveti front various parts of the
country.

Nearly the entîre business portion of Ccdar Spring, blich., withi two-
thirds of the residences, was swept away by firc last Friday.

The Zeil Guano Company's works at Locust Point wverc burnt on Tues-
day. Loss $200,000.

Fire started in a whcat field at Modesto, Cal., on the 2ist The alarni
was instantly telegraphed and teiephoned ta ali available points. rwo
thousand nmen from différent sections rushed to the rescue. 'te atti
fashionei ýprairie way of fighting the fire was rcsortcd to. At 3.30 1). n.,
after a desperate struggle, the fire was controieti. Six thousand acres of
grain and several large dweilingstvere destroyed. Tht Ioss is $i5o,ozo.

An excursion train with a thousanti excursîonists on board was %recked
on Saturday night un the Valley Railway, two miles east of Canton, Ohio.
Twenty-flve persons were seriously injured, andi a dozen or more killed.

BRITISH AND FOBEION.

Coesar Henry Hawkins, the celebrateti Engiish surgeon, is dcad.

The Mfark Lane ExrssasteEgihhatcoapartob
equal ta the average. prs asteEgihwe coapest b

Lord Randoiph Churchill wiil probabiy makc a tour of the United States
durirtg the recess of Parliament

It is reporteti that Zebehr Pasha's messengers to Khartoum have re-
turned, bringing letters from General Gordon, who says; he is confident of
holding Khartoumi.

Nearly twenty mass meetings wcre hcld in various town in England to
denounce the action of the Lords regarding the Franchise Bill.

The health officers intenti organizing a hospital service throughout the
city of London so tha. -n the event of the appearance of choIera, patients
can be immediateiy careti for.

There were twenty deaths from yellow fever in Hlavana last week.

Eight cases of choiera were reporteti at Paris Tuesday.
Toulon is threatened with famine.

The public schools at Toulon andi .Marseilles have been closeti.
Two deaths fram choiera àt Vienna are reporteti
Two deaths frorn choiera occurred nt Madrid.
The prospect of an abundant harvest of wheat antd other food crops are

favorable in Austria.
Torrid lient prevails in Vienna. Seven deaths froin sunstroke occuireti

in the streets in vivo days.
Ferdinandi Von Hochstetters, the German traveller and geololist, is deati.
Russia and Germany have adopted a treaty against the anarchists. lIr

future, Russians mill flot be ailowed to resitie in Germany without the per-
mission of Russia.

ÈARLY TEMPERANCE REFOR-N IN CANADA.

When ane looks at the Canada of to-day, a leader in the work of term-
perance reform, setting the rnôher country an example she may wefl be
prouti to, follow, it cannai be saiti that Canada has erred tramn ignorance of
the pernicious conséquences of strong drink. Originally, as we know, it
was colunised from France, andi at first the idea was to win the country
for the Church of Romne. It is incredibie almost the story of thai mission.
It is impossible ta realize the ardor of the faith which led religious nmen andi
women, nuits and-priests, to, give up their pleasant life in France, to cross
the stormy ocean, to plant themselves in Canadian forests, to yield up their
lives for the glory ai God, anid. acthey beiieved, the goodi of the people.
The history ai Canada retiounds ta, the giory ai the Remish Church in a
way oi which we can form no idea. The colonitits vrere settleti at Quebec,
Montreal, andi the Three Rivers, andi bcîwecn andi arount hem was; a wil-
derness filleti wiîh cruel savages ever thirsting for their blooti. In some
cases these devoteti priests matie converts. "TIhe Duîch," said the Indians
on- ane occasion, Ilhave neither bramas nor tangues; they neyer tell us about
Paradise or hell-on the contrary, they lead us int bad ways." But awiul
wert the isufferings of th Jesuit mrissionaries nevertheless. IlIf we die,"
said-one-ai îhem, Ilby the fires afi he-Iroquois we shall have won eternal
lite by.snatching souls froin-the lires cf heli."

But there wcre a:her things to trouble the priests than.- the cruelties of
the savages. Ini 1662 *e finti thétilue colony torn by thé tcmperance
question. Thet iiorditite pasof the Ifidians for brany had long been

the soilrdé ofexcsive disorders They draik elpressy taget drunk, ant

when drunk they werc like wvild beasîs. Crime andi violenice Of Ill sorts
euisueti ; the priests sav their tcachings despîseti and tliir flocks. ruined.
On the otiier hand, the sale of brandy was a chief source af profit, direct
or indirect, to ai tiiose interesteti in the fur trade, including the principal
persans in the colon. 'l'li Cliurchi wis pù.pa)red ta ineet this cvii. 'l'lhe
flîshop Lavai, who belangeti ta, one of the. proudcst famuiilics ai Europe,
andi in ivhose veins thec rait the blooti ai the stent Constable oi Fiance,
Nyhose naie stili adornis the Caîtaolic. University af Quebec, lauctice n
excomnmunication against those engageil in the trade-far naîhing less titan
total tîrohihitior would content the clericai party; andi besides the spiritual
penalty, they diiînndeti the. î>uîishnent ai dcàtl' aginsit the contuntancîus
offender. Deathi iii tact, wvas decteed. On onc oxasion twa mcii were
shot, and a.nc whipped, for selling brandy ta Induans. As is usual, there

asa reaction i-aast such Draconian sevetity. A womian li been con-
deninet ta, imprisonnient for the. sanie offetnce. One ai the Jesitit Fathers
pleadeti on lier behialf. Saîid the brusque o1li govcrnor Avauigour, "', ou
andi your brcîhren werc the first to cry out against te trade, andi now you
,want ta save the traders front îîunislinient. 1 wilI nia longer bc tic sport
of your contradictions. Since il is not a crime for this wamar,, it shalh nat
bc a crime for anybody.» Henceforth there w"as again full license in liquor-
dealing, -and brandy floweti treely amtong French anti Indiins alike, and
what was the resuit? In the words ai the. historiant Parkmnan, "l The tin-
godly drank ta spite the ptiests andi revenge tîteiselves for the restraint ai
conscience ai which îhey loudly conîplaincti. l'le utunost confusion fol-
lawed, andi the principles on whiïch the pious colorîy ivas buiit seeinet up-
leaî'cd fromt the foundation. L.aval %vas distractd witli grief and ti agtr.
He outpoureti hiniseli front the pulpit in threats of D1ivine wvrath, andi
haunched fresh excommunications against the affentiers; but sucli was the
popular tury that he was torced to, yield anti revake thieii." Ha41it deat] with
gricf-worn ta, a shadow-he saiied back ta France.

Under the reign oi Louis XIV. Canada ceascd ta bc a mission andi bc-
camne a calony. He hati hearti ai the vast political possibilities ai Canada,
and hie hati its intercsts at hcart. His first plan was to despatch tliere a
governor-,generai, with whorm wenî a throng ai youing nobles sailed cager to
explore the niarvels andi the miysteries ai tc western world. Soldiers were
sent ta, clear off the Indians, nien ta till the soul, antd '-vamen selectedti o
becomie their %vives, andi a royal bounty wis givcn to the fathers of large
failiies; but then there wvas the brandy question again. It was imîpossible
for the colony ta flourish if, as the governor wrote ta Colbert, a hiundreti
thousand livres a year were spent in the purchase of wine and brandy. Ta
kecp this money in the coiony hie declareti bis intention of building a brew-
ery. Colbert approveti tht p)lan, itot only on caonomic grounds, but bc-
cause tht vice ai drunkenness wauid thcreby cease ta iiiove scandai by
reason ai the coid nature ai becr, tht vapors whîcreof rarcly deîîrive nien
af the use of judgnlent-a testimaony ta te virtue ai beer not borne cer-
tainly by later experiences, ctber in tht Olti World or the New. At tinies
tht drinking af brandy nevcrthclcss flourisheti at a furiaus rate. For in-
stance a great annual faiT was establisheti by tht King at iMantreal. Thither
came down a host of Indians with thecir benver skuns ta seil, while tht mer-
chants caine witiî their goods fraont Quehec. We are toit hat tht prohi-
bition ta, sell brandy -nt such a lime coulti rareiy be enforceti, andi the fair
aicen erideti in a pantiemoniuni ai drunken firenzy. A sinlilar fair was li
an the Tltrec Rivers, but these yearly markets titi not fully answer tht de-
sireti end. There was a constant tendancy amiong tht colonîsts ta formi
suentents above Montreai ta intercept the Indians on their ivay down
anti drench thcm with brandy. Again thcre %vas another difficuity in the
colany by reasan ai tht brandy. liundreds of yoting men 'voulti go into
the wootis hunting. AMer roving sorte monîhs they would return ta 1%on-
treal. As long as their beaver skins lasteti thcy would set no bounds ta,
their riot. Evcry bouse, we are told, ir. the place wvas turneti into a drink-
ing-sliop. There w.s gamLblin-I.antidrinking nighlt ant day. Whcn-i hst
lhey wcrc sober, they sotuglît absolution for tlteir sins ; nor coulti the priests
venture ta bear too hard on their ur.ruly penitents, lest îhey shouiti break
whoily with tht Church, anti dispense hcnceforth witii the arùins
Worst of aIl, when the scif-devoteti Catholic priesîs batd piantcd a mission
among tht Indians in the torest, there tht dealers un spiruts foiiowcd. "Our
missions,"1 writes ont af themt in despair ta the governor, "a-re rcduceti to
such extrcrnity ihat we can na longer maintain thera against tht infinity ai
disortier, brutality, violence, injustice, inipicty, inipurity, insolence, scorn,
anti insult, which the deplorable anti intamous traffic in brandy liati sprcad
universahiy atnong tht Indians ai these parts. In tht despair in Nvhich we
are-plungcti nothing rematins for us but ta aandon theni ta the brandy-se-
lers as - domain of drunkenness anti debauchery."

'c now camte ta tht first teniperance meeting lielti, pcrhaps, anywhere
-ut any rate in Canada. i was fieldi in te sumnier ai 1648 ai Scliery.
Tht drum bieat after mass, anti the Indians gatlîcrei -at the summons.
Then an Algonquin chici, a zealous convcrt of the Jesuits, proc-laimied to
the crowd a lat edici imposing penalties for drunkenness, and in bis own
naine, anti in tbat ai the oilher chieis, exhortid thcmi ta abstinence, declar-
ir.g that-ali drunkards shoulti be hantiet aver ta lte Frencl jr punishmIcnt.
Ont -af tht French fathers looketi un tielighted. «'X was, he says, Il tht
finest public act of juristiiction exercisei iong te Indians since I have
been in iis country. From the beginning ai the worit hey have ail thought


