
THE GOOD NEWS. 7

ý14Ything that befalls us- to rise from nature
"PtOeature's God. "Sarahi bore Abrabam a

801 at the set time of which God had spokea'
ý1tO him", v. . Ail God's promises te bis

"PeWin be eventuaiiy accompiishéd. Un-
lef Would suggest te us tlintthese promises

o fpssibiiities fliaf will nevcer bc realized.
ehn the Cliristian is affiicted in body or

Silu and stripped of bis earthly possessions,
15offen ne smnall trial te bis fait h to believe

these calaities corne frorn the baud
a leving God and Savieur, wlie wiIl order

z 1*things for lifs good. Fait h assures fthc
leverhat thelugli be may be poer ini world-

Odyet lie pos8esses ail Ihings. Te lie-
la the midst of frailties, fitultfs. end

ýI1i1Igs, that lie is a chid of God -and beir ef,
k3 illdon.tlia bis mortal body shail yet

Put on1 hnniorta.iity, that bis frame, &aftr wast-
f 11 the grave, and having becri food

o)r te (>ernis wiIi eie day risc incorgimptib!e,
a glorieus body, and fit r(Xe1tac1e for flic then
jSrfectv ley and immortai spirit-to be-
"Ive ail these nuspeakably greut and
P~Cius p remises is ne sumail fax of flie

Çist;an faith. But liowever incredible and
n'P0Dsgilie, the verification of these promises
Iny appear te mere buman reasoni, witli (od

18 nothing impossible. There shall be

14eranperformance ef ail that the Lord lias

... lc O of man that lie shouid repent.-
Xxiii. 19. Abraliam had te wait with

Patiecnce for tbe faifihncint, of the promise
" bie ad been made te hini, and receivcd if

'ui t&if tlieugh its realization ivas conftrary
hl oinonUU1 experieuce. Thiroîîgb this faitli eof
1' lie Obta ined flie bonourable distincetion

111ei9 styied the father ef the faitfifl, and
be icf in the promises ef Ged is lield up
ah uAî~ef1eas an example te believers ia

5gcs. (Sec Roem. iv. 18 v., te the end.)
~ Abraiam caiied the name ef bis son

v. 8. The Werd lsaac menus laugliter.
Chi i was thus nansed, doubtiess ini festi-

IWey Y 'f the joy wid gratitude experienced by
th Parents, at the long cxpected fulfilmenit of

Ife Predîictie,,1. lie was flic chid of promise,
tJOuI Wýhomn wag te spring that seed, ini wbom
'i1 nations of the eartli were te, be blessed."
neI(ther reasel et has bcingr thus naied, was

.rb~l te ep in rememibrauce tlic ube-
Ciglaugli et Sarah. Gon. xviii 12. It is

~lto keep imindfui ef our faults, especiaiiy
lie1 Wie are the recipieuts ef extraordinary

'%Oi.If is a saiictified moana of keepiug us

Ii And Sarahi saw fthe son et' Iagar

the PlgYtian,$ mocking."1 v. 9. Reiying upen
the exterriai priviieges; whicli he eajeyed, asthe et1 o Abrahamn, Ishmacl treated with con-

PtQi the present condition, aad future expec-

fatieus ef Isaac as the child ef promise. Il He,
that was ber» aftcr fthé fleali perseciited. him
fliat was bora atter tbe spirit." GaL i-r. 29.-
v. 10. Sarahi said uto Abrahiam, -'cast eut
this bend-wenmaa and lier soui." lu tiuues et
our greatest prosperity, flic Lord visita us
witli crosses. If was fhrough a camnai expe-
diecicy that Sarali had given "Abrahiam Harrar
te wifc; and now in tbe fshape of Ifimilv dis-
cord. "lber sia had tèund ber ouf." Frein
Gai. iv. 22 v., te flic end, we learu that flic
persons and events of this iiarrrudve, wcre aile-
gerical. Sarahi personified thec truo church-
"flthc Jerusalenm whieh is front above,-and,
Isaac lier son, the truc believer. Ilagar -repres-
cnted mocunt8imai, in Arabia, frorn which the
iaw was delivered; and Ishmaei flic bond-
ma bora under flic law. By eue or otlier of
these fwe sons are ail profcssinig Christians
tylpified. rVhcy mubt lic cither hiLacs or
Ishuxaels. These poi-sonis, wlio are trustinK
ttei meî'ifs ef a crucified liedeemner aloner
for justification, are like Is1ac tlic chidren ef
the free weomau, and heirs ef the promises.-
On flie other liand, fhey wlio pride themseives
ini their legal riglifeotianess, and in their ex-
ferrud priviieges, are coinpared by flic Apes-
f le te lalimaci. Strauigers f0 grace, and te
flic glious liberty ef the childreu et God, if
tlicy die in flua cendition-tiey shallflien lic
cast ouf into fliat wvilderuess, 'iere "lich wick-
cd sliall lie furned, ad ail flic nations tliaf for-
ggt G;od." Pal.- ix. 1". Il Th sou ofetfi
l)oud-womii shail not lie heir witi flic sou ef
flic free-wemiar." Gai. iv. ý3;O.

IV. IlÀnd aise, etfflic son of flic bond-wo-
man, will I malze a great nation, because lie
is tby seed." v. 13. lielievers are calied the
sait etfflic earfh. -Matf. v. 13. J3y tier tlie
earth is preserved frem destruction. Es-entfli
temporal biessinga enjioyed by fliose wbo arc
ini juxta-posifion wifl God's people, are mnu-
ineral. Gen. xxxix. 5. "I agar dcparted and
wundered in flic wilderuess." v. 14. She was
probabiy refurning fo i:gYrp te lier relatio.ns;
but alie wanderedl-slie lost lier way. The
nlecossaries for lier journey, whieli bail been
givenl lier by Abraliinîn, being fin!slicd, she
vent and sat down a good way off trom lali-
maei; for alie couid îîot bear tb are flic deafli
et bier chid. "Sho sat over nLgatinst hiu, and
iiftcd up lier veice and wept. " v. 16. She
wept liot se mucli foi- lier own sad condition,
ns l'or flic sakze etfflic chid. O wliat stroag
atl'eetiou is in tlie'mofler's lieart ! Yct wvhit
is it in comparison with that infinite love whicli
flicLord lias fer bis people? It is like a drop
corupared witli flic ecean. ' Can a moflier
fersakie lier suckirigehid." la. lxix. "And
God heard flic veice etfflic lad." "The
Lerd is very merciful and full ot compassion."
Every moment WC experience bis goodnesa

5ý1


