
I Popular "I edical Literature. 251

lay bofor thin. But, mn addition to the shauts devoted almost
altogether to current nows, thora is a " periodical," literaturo lu
many respects of a inuch Less objectionblo character. For the
most part tho better magazines of this clauss do .not accopt the
diabolical notices of the vampires of whom we have.bcon apoak-
ing, but light skotchy articles of an entertaining, more than anu
instruthive nature, too often form thoir main attraction ; whilo
the less able, though-mucîeh more numerousand more extensively
rod, depend on sensationnl mtories of the trashiest kind for
acceptatie wvitirtheir millions of patrons. And hera I-would
say that I do net ignore the excellent pubhcations of the iessrs.
Harper, Putnams, Appleton, Lippincott, &c., though it is not to.
thoni, or their seriais, that the peoplo go for information in
regard to tho-nbjecte under discussion. Wcro, however, overy
page thoy issue raplete with just such matter, the goneral result
would nut be mnaterînlly strected, as the more desirablo poriod-
icals wvouid still boar a simihir proportion to-the comiparatively
valuclss aes, ns did Gratmino's roason: being hko " a grain of
wheat to a bushel of.clha." As to books, ona waould fail ta lis-
cover in many housuholds, works resembhîng inman's Presrva.-
tion of Htealth, Parke's PracticaHygione, Chovaso's Counsel to
Motler's, or Miss ngtîgalu s admirable pamphilts on Nurso
Training. Productions of this kind do not appear to find much
favor, but an enormous demand.esists for catchponny books of
"Dmcstio Medicinu, whliieli profess to enablu overy man to
"doctor " himself. Wo al know th siglit estcom in which a
person is leld -vio acts in ho capacity of his own legal adviser;
but a griater fuliy is bis who tampors with his own health, und
Ouciously, with his igiiorant-prescriptions,endangers tho ivea of

w'lhliom lie cut influencu. Many of the works aluded ta are
publislied, suoly and only, for the glorification of thair compilers
-partie-, n holly unknown to fua i other agamu are issued in
the interct of sumo obseuro "Medicat Instituto" desirous -of
Obtaidîing iautaety , while mari of one idea, who hava mointed
a-hobby and aru bont on riding it to death, ara the prolucers of
quite a la% g parcentage of ti remaindor. Thora is utili yet
another saure frouni which thu people durivo their krnowrledge of
things " bygionic and anatomical.'. Tre " patent " medicino
men, "upecialists" of uvery hue, and propriotors oI privata
lenrativo " etalblishnents, not content with monopolizing th


