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IV.-DEATII ROM NATURAL CAUSPs (20 CASES).

Under natural causes I have included those cases only where
a kiown natural cause could be fairly considered as proved.
Those cases where indefinite verdicts of "natural causes "
were rendered have been classed as deaths from iiuiiown
causes.

Our great, source of inaccuracy in coroner work is the
readiness with which probable (and even, improbable) medical
explanations of the death arc made the basis of verdicts.
The phrase "I don't know " is not perhaps as frcquently
inade use of in medical evidence as it night be.

The family physician is placed in a very delicate position
when summoned as a witness. He is oftern examined in the
presence of the persons vho are bis patients. before a jury
some of whom may be his patients and he may have already
made sone informal statemient as to the cause of death. ile
muay too, through his attendance on the deceased be in possess-
ion of secrets which he hesitates to reveal, ' sine gravi
causa,' to a prying and inqiisitive jury. Among bis patients,
the family physiciau is very properly regarded as an oracle.
Personally, when il' most of us infinitely prefer that our
medical attendant shall not inflict upon us his doubts and
difficulties in our own cases. On the other hand, in legal
inatters, the oracular functions of the physician rènain in
abeyance, and it becomes simply a question of what is or is
not proved by facts.

An expert is placed in a rather more favorable position
than an ordinary medical witness as there are no extraneous
reasons why he nust appear to know more than the facts
clearly establish, and he rnay without loss of dignity adop.t
the agnostic as opposed to the oracular stand-point in giving
medical evidence. As the information acquired by the expert
is not obtained in confidence from a patient, he is more fi-ee
to divulge it if necessary, and the employment of experts in
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