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2’) years ago, I came acro=s a Teview of 1071 casés of dlphtheua 17a of'
which developed paralysis. 1t would be interesting to’ compare the course -
and results of the paralysis following diphtheria previous to the use of}l
antitoxines with that which results at the present time. Of the 1071

casés 362 died from the effect of diphtheria before any paralysis had time
to develop. 175 cases of paralysis developed from the surviving 709,

sud of these 17 ended fatally. In oter 50 per cent. the paralysis was of

the limited form, .c. palate, ciliary ‘musclé and ocular muscle. The

onset was most marked on the 3rd, 4th and 5th week. The duration’
varied from 1--15 weeks, but the majority of the cases lasted from 6 to

T weeks. chardiﬁg deaths from the pavalysis the greatest danger was'
during the 1st week, then lessening to the 5th week; there were rnione after

this.. In no case was the paralysis permanent. This report was of further
interest as it showed the connection between the amount of exudation on

ihe fauces and the. =ubsequent par alysre Three cases of paralysis showed
‘no exudate, in 24 it was slight, in 45 moderate. and in 53 there was. much"
exudate. Gowers states that’ adults furnish the gleater proportion, of:
raralysis in- d]phu,hena cases. are few in mfdncy, but- increase with the‘;
age of the patient. 'Also. thm, paralysn is. equally 111\ely to fo]low' mﬂd’ '
“ailacks as.those which are eevcre ' ‘ '

Dr. Gordon’s cases appear to show very =1m11¢u':'
alvsis was later in developing. 1 would iike ‘ro ask what is’ the pe1centafre :
of cases of diphtheria that duelop pal.Jysxs now that #ntitoxine A
ment is employed ? L s

F. J. SmepmerD, M.D. '1 would nl\e Lo know the percentacre of the
laryngeai form in this condilion.

- J. Arex. Huromisox, M.D. Some vears ago I was called toa house
ic see a child who had developed mablht} to walk and I discovered four
cases of diphtheritic paralysis in the family. . They had had a little sore
fliroat some three or four weeks previously. These cases got well. Two
were of the laryngeal type, on2 involving the muaclee Within the past
two or three months an old patient of mine, living in the country came
to miy office with a child complaining that he had comethmg the matter
~with his throat; T refelred her to Dr I{qmllton White, who found a.ty 1283
cal pharyngeal’ para1y51s 'of the throat. The_ chﬂd complsuned of sore
throat some two or: three weeks pre\'loua'y L X

A H: Goxnov M.D.-'In mply to Dr. Mussen’ s queatlon, I thmk thau
the percentage, of deaths’ irom diphtheritic paralyqs as reported byf
Rolleston, would be from" 15'to 17 per cent.; this" includes cardiac par-
alysis. His statistics show a total of 1500 cases, 116 dying from all




