134 SURGRRY,

Tho Choice of an Anmsthetio,

An interesting discussion on the above subjoct toak place gome time
age bofure the Sacioty of Annthetists of Laondon, a fall voport of
which is coptaiond i the Second Volume of the Sociely’s Cransactions,
just dssued. Besides the rogular members of the Sociely there were
presont, by iuvilation, a wnmber of the wwre prominent Tondon sue-
geens whose views will be read. with inlerest,

Mr. B0 Whide, Tate anwesthetist {o S Chomas’s Hogpital, in open-
ing the diseussion, held that the main peint to he congidered in making
a choice was the question of the grenfest safoly,  For general use, feav- .
ing out of aceount the more reeent additions to the list of anusthelics,”
he considered that in point of safety the three sommoenly used ngents
should be placed in the following order —nitrous oxide, othor aud
chloroform. Lo deing so he quoted as {he necepted stulistios of denthy
under ehlaroform and elher, 1o 3000 for chiloraform and 1 Lo 18000 lor
ether. and contended {hat this alone ghould decido Dobween the two.
The confention that ether was respensible for wany deaths through
the production of lung troubles after ils exhibitivn, he thoughl was not
proven, while the number of those wha ware saved feam death during
the operation by the stimulading effeel of ether, though it cewld nol he
estimated, onght te be taken into consideralion.  Anolher poinl, was
that other in moderntely healthy persoug is praclieatly free from risk
while ehloraform seoms (o ehoose (he apparently healthy for ils vietims,
In the latter, {oo, there whs no Lime available Tor restorabive mensuros,
death fook place almost instantancousty, while in the: Torner failure
was more gradual and could be et by approprinte Lrenlinent,

Mr. White well expresses what we think is fell by all anwsthetists
who hmve had a large experienee with both agents when he says—*As
an administrnlor T feel happy when using ether, hearing my patient
hreathing deeply and vegularly with o good pulse, o pulse and vespirn-
tion that is nol suddenly ueled upon by reflexes due to the operation.
With this pulse and respiration of ether any slight devintion js ensily
noticed and ean be as casily reelified ; wherens with ehlorolorm guch a
change is very sudden and of grave fmport.  The more L give chloro-
form the more anxious I feel during the administration of it; the con-
verse with ether, for the more T administer ether the more confidence I
gain.  In operations that are likely to extend over a considerable time
the advantage on the side of ether is very great, for alter abouf three-
quarters of an hour or cven less of an administration, an anwsthetic
sleep can be produced - that is alike ‘of - advantagé to the patient on
account of the sniall amount of ‘ether:used and to the operator on
account of the quiet state of the respiration, ether all the while helping



