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JOHN ARMSTRONG,
Ex-President of the International Typo-

grapisical Union.

It is with'extreme pleasure that we presexst
to the readers of the IMrsceltliiij, in thiàs number,
a biographical sketch of Mr. John Armistrong,
ex-President of the International Typographical
Union of North America, a gentleman who is
very popular among the craft, and one wvho has
filled the proudf position of executive of the great
International body with honor and credit to
himself and perfect satisfaction to the thousands
of members of subordinate Unions under its
jurisdiction.

Mr. Armstrong was born in the county of
Monaghan, Ireland, in 1849, and came to this
country with his parents in î85t, settling in To-
ronto, Ontario, in which city he bas ever sitice
resided. Taking advantage of tbe excellent
public schiool systeni for whichi Ontario has ever
been celehrateil, he soon became an apt and
proficient pupil, and when bie left the school-
room, in 1861, to enter himself as an appren-
tice to the printing business, he did so with a
sound, practical common-school education to
assist bini in the battles of life. His first intro-
duction to the mysteries of the "art preserva-
tive " was in thse coxnposing-roomn of the Toronto
Globe, his tutor being Mr. C. W. Bunting (until
quite recently part proprietor of the Toronto
Mail, and me mber of Parliament for the county
of Welland), who was forernan of thse Globe at
that time. During bis apprenticeship Mr. Arm-
strong was noted fo>r the intense interest he took

'.5.

in the %velfare of bis fellow-workmen, n

being an avowed champion of tbe cause

hor. On compieting bis apprenticeshiP bc
mediately connected himself with tbe TooP
Typographical Union, and soon beCaWe. ol
its most ardent and earnest workers, bis
stant aimi being the advancement of thse iflte~~
of tlie association and its members uinder
cir 'cumstances. t eaderf

.Mr. Armstrong was a very prominent
in the nîne-hour movernent wbicb was ina«o'

rated by a combination of trades' unions 111
ronto in 1872, and ably and earnestiy doae

thc curtailnient of the hours of labor by t119

and pen. The Typographical Union took' t

initiative step in bringing about this desire "d

and what is known as "the big strike" flo<
During this event nearly all tbe prince 0

bers of tbe Typographical Union Were
at te instance of tise Master Printers'
tion, under an almost obsolete law knIol Of
the "Conspiracy Act," Mr. Armstrong b"
course, among the number. Thse 5 triking
ters were arraigned at the Police Cou' -
charge of conspiracy, and bound over to pw
at the Court of Assize for trial. Tise ;o>1
of the public was strongly manifested ' io

of tise prosecuted typos, and bail We as W

proffered for tiseir appearance when cal1 c apo'
Througb the influence of their rnanY
bill was introduced by Sir John A. M'cd
in the Dominion Parliament, repealiflg th~ie
spiracy Act, and, it having been pa55ed, tb

dictments against the strikers were quaw bii

fore the Assize Court met. Tbis bittr uw

between the proprietors and journeylnen ;

for three months, during wbich time the gr
Expess and tise Daily TeZegrabh CollP or
der the strike, while the Leader, bWlýc it
poused the cause of the strikers, dou"le'

circulation. Finally, the Master p111ntew i(
ciation was forced to accede to the de10
the Union, and thus ended, perhaps,~ o
and nsost lsotly contested strike that eYCr

red in the Dominion. ?lji
In 1875 Mr. Arnmstrong was chose"* .

of the Toronto Union, in which pos, 0

isibitecl the same executive ability wbich jA
sequently displayed in thse suprenle 0816*
bie has but recently relinquhd. deV
Armstrong and Mr. Be Suteran urd

ted delegates from Toronto Unionl to thw

national Convention at PhiIadelP'ý4


