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tozether, crashing down the rapids—verily, the refinements of city
life nre far from bewng congeninl 1o their wild nature. Natore in all
her freedom, nnrestrained Ly the customs or civilization, has made
the royageurs a peculiary inteepid, romantic tuce—with rather @
tendency to the savage. The voyngenrs are a proof that when
man is placed in circumstances at atl favoutable, he soon learns
to assnmo the savage. There is an actual romance about their
lives, in the continnal exposure to danger of every kind, which
cannot but interest ns in studying their character and habits, Wash-
ington Irving, in his ¢ Astorin,? describes their peculiar condition
and mo.le of life, ro faras he saw, aml Henry was interested in
thew alco. The former writer has, however, given them ton much
credit for € submission 1o their masters.® 1 notice this particularly,
becanse it is a great mistake. Generally, you do not fiml men who
are free, and whose passions are unrestrained, submit to every
whim of those above them. The master cannot force them to labor.
he dares not stnke them it i3 only by concilintion, and not coer-
cion, that they will rezpect their superior=. It is the most diflicnlt
thing in the wor'd to get1hem to obey their leaders, and the man
appointed captain of a 1aft is usually chusen by and from among
themselves. It is not every man they will obey ; and they wonld
think no more of pitching him into the river, if their passions were
wroused, than they wounld & rotten Jog. I havo seen these men in
every mood and in many circumstances, and I assure you submis-
sion is not oue of their virtues. Even in the matter ol rowing and
working, they will do neither if eating and fighting is more auree-
able. T mayemuwrk however, that the Hudson Bay Company’s
anthority is somewhat respected by the voyageurs,

The voyagenrs consist chiefly of Half<breed Indians, French
Canadinns, and rome Scotch il Irish.  But I never heard even
the latter two speak in English to each other.  Their lanzuage is
a mixture ot Indian, French, and Eunglish, very much intermixed
with ¢ sacres.” It is the most inconceivable jiargon or pafuis and
curses that lmmanity ever devised. Oue would think™ it wus a
trial to see who wonld make the most noise, the most ge-ticnlation,
and be the least snderstond.  They will yel! in each other’s ears,
like the chattering of a thousand monkeys, till your senses seem
wandering, and you expect to see them eat each viher up.  White
dizputing with each other, and if a civilized being is near, they
will tuldenly turs round wpon him for his opinion, with an expres-
givn of face and actien that might start the hair of some peopie on
end, and set thewm 1o reciting their prayers. And, as generally, the
man they select doesn’t understand “w word they say, he hasto
shrug his shoulders and say « pas compreadre.?” [ pity the nervous
man who gets iuto their company.

* Now some may conclude taal such a c¢lass of men, who seem
parniial 10 every thing vough and noisy, can be no templing addition
1o our population, True ; the ronahness and the noisiness are not,
but 1he men are indispensable.  Very much of the lumber tiade of
Canauda, and business of the Hudson’s Bavy Company couid not be
carcied on.  Camanda conld not do without them, and the Hudson's
Bay Company might padidie their own canve © origades.’ or shat
up their estublishment, if 1he voyagews refused 19 work. The Hud-
sow’s Bay Compauny and Cunadin’ Jumnberers principally employ
them. Those enguzed by the former, bring the furs, packed—in
which the Company traffics—in Spriug, to the three chief depdis
on the sea coasl, viz.: Foit Vancouver, at the mouth of the Co-
lumbia River, on the Pacific_Shores ; Fort York, on the shores of
Hudson’s Bay ; and Moose Factory, on the chiores of St. James?
Bay, from whence they are transported in the Company®s ships to
Engiand. The voyagenrs of this Company zre consequently oftener
in the canoe than on the raft, and are not the same wé are so
familiar with—the lnmberers. A great commotiun is cansed by the
brigade of boats laden with merchandise nud furs. ¢ The sl
waters of the fakes amd vivers are rippled by the paddle and oar,
and the long silent echoes, which have slembered in the icy em-
brace of a dreary winter, are now once more awakened Ly the
mernry voices and taneful songs of the hardy voyaseurs.” I cannot
do better than give _you the following quotation from Mr. Balian-
yue’s ¢ Hudson’s Bay,” on seleciing the men for a brigade :—

. * Choosing the mwen for this long and arduous voyage was an
interestng scene.  LEspérance, the old guide who had many a
day cunled this brigade thiough the lakes and iivers of the interior,
made his appearance at the fort a day or two before starting 3 and
at his heels followed a Jarge band of wild, careless, happy lookins
Hall-breeds, Having collected in front of the office door, Mr. McK.
went out, with 2 book amd pencil in lus hand, and 1okl L Bspe-
ranee to begin, The gande went a litle npart from 1he rest, accont-
panied by the steersmen, (seven or eisht in number), and then,
scanning the gronp of dark, athleiic men who stood smiling before
him, called out « Pierre !> A tall, herculean man answered to the

call, and stepping ont from among the rest, stoo:d besule lus friend
and guide.  After this, one of the steersmen chote another man,
and =0 on till the erews of all the boats were completed.  Therr
nanies were then marked down ina book, and they all procedded
to the trading oum, for the purpose of takmy ¢ advances.? in the
shape of shirts, trowsers, bonnets, caps, eapotes, tobaceo, and all
the other things necessay for a long and 10u: h jonrney.??

This recruiting must be @ strange seene indeed. When a brignde
of boats are on their journey they go well stocked with food, and
encamp on the shores at certain tumes for their meals, Then, they
consist mostly of pemican amd flour, boi ed into a tinck soup, ealled
rabbiboo. The same mueriale are cometanes fried, for vuiey,
and is then ealled richkean. The latter is pefernble, Ithink. 1
suppuse you kuow what pemican is.  [tis made by peunding the
best parts of the meat very small, dried by frost or & fire.  This is
put mto bags made of the skin of the animal, and melted fat ponred
into i, When spiced it is really splemdid.  The above soup is
boiled in kettles, hung upon tiipods over a fire, minl is coustantly
shned while boiling.” I may here mention that when the voya-
geurs are travelling they meisore distances by pipes, as they call
it. They stop paddling at certain times, light thewr pipes amd sinoke
for a few minutes 3 then stnt againg efreshod, paddiimg at the rate
of about fifty shokes a minute. ™ ¢ Trois pipes ? (three pipes) nre
about twelve nu'~s, mul [ can tell you the voyageurs? pipe year-
uing is a pesfect mn-dial, and they can tell eanctly when «a pipe »
is 10 comumence again. . .

It is a fine sight 10 see one of these cange Wrigades leaving on
their voyace. ¢ B n jour,?? “aw revoir,” ¢ fiooree ! ° aud siange
exclamations of farenell areet those on shore. Then the stioke 18
taken up and aivay they go, the fine manly felows keeping time
to the lively chorus of *¢ 4 lu cluire fontaine,” or 1o the tizmaiole
which every one of them juins iny aud which rons precisely like
thigi—

Y Ta la ' 1n te,

Taln, tn, I,

T ln th' ra te,

Ta la, ln, In, 12! Hooroo!™

It is ammsing what life this absurd bit of composition will put
into thew. [ wish I could zive yon the air here ; it is so langiiab e.
The scene is 1eally beamiful as you see the regatur motion of the
light red padidle, and hear the swelling voices actoss the watecs.,

Their arrival at Lachine, nine miles fiom Monireul—where is
the depot of the late Hudson’s Bay Company—is a time of sreat
excitement. The wild picturesque appearance of the men, and 1he
distance they have come, awakens a sympathy for them, amd
hundreds will 2o from 1own 10 see them. Their appearance m 1he
city is very odd. They go along the streets, either gaping and
staring at everyihing, and’in such” haste and excaement 1hat they
run against people sud stumble over litile obstructions. They larah
ont strarzht in the fuce of suroe exquisite, toar atowd with fanghter
at the extensiveness of the Jadies hoops. il the pecabarity of
their hats, &e. 5 look jn the windows at 1he jumble of new thinze,
1o them, and have liearty langhs at what they consider the absurd-
ities and curiosities of ciny people.

‘The dress of the voyazeur is half-civilized, half-savage. Some
of them dress very tantasiically ; lizht blue capotes (hood<) cor-
duroy trewsers, or leanher or bauket legeings. moose skin moceas-
sins, siriped biue and white shert, and 2 bell of searlet 3 the leezinas
aud othier pants of their dress being decorated with beads and Lus
of calored cloth, or curiously cut tn.  The coverings for then hewd
are often adorned with feathers, gold and silver tinsel cond, eic.
But we doun’ ofien see this swell-voyngeur; never among the
lamberers.  The shirtis left open from the neck half way down
the breast, showing the sunborul, brawny reck amd hosoms. Many
of themn trust 10 their thick, black hair for 2 head cavering ; many
of them wear feli hats, especially whea coming into 1he city. In
fact, one notices the affectarion to the savace stiyle of dress. The
voyageurs of the Hudson’s Bay Company dress more fantasticaliy
than the rafismen ; are_mosily finer men also; and a good many
more of them are married. Surely the wom i who woukl ¢ of her
own free will? marry a voyageur, and follow lim, at times,
through the woods, and on the rafts, and latwor for his comfo-t,
surely such a woman must have devont love in her henrt, What
a blessing so many people in the world are <o easily sansfied.

The voyagenr is never a «man of propenty.” His worldly pos-
sessions are generally the clothes on fug back, a knfes—ome-
times a gnn—and a well-tempered axe ; not forgeiting the minntip
of tohacco, short hatdled pipe. 2 prece of auother piece of comb, a
bit of looking-glass, matches, flint, &e., only surpassed in nnmber
by the contents of 3 little girl’s pocket. When a voyageur buysa



