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ventilated, More than 24 of them ate provided with geographical Rarish. M. Toussaint, at presont a professor in the Laval Normal

maps and black boards, apd all suitable roquisites. St. Michel,
Nos. 1 and 2, St. Charles, St. Thomae, L’Islet, aund Besthier, hold
the fivst rank in this respect.

I must also admit, to the credit of most of the mumecipahities m 1
my district, that the accounts are well kept, and that the secretaries- |
treasurors perform their duties efficieutly, In some localities, howe-
ver, the people do not attach suflicient” fmportance to this office,
and highly competent parties have been set aside 1o make way for
others who offered themselves at a lower salary. I am also sonry
to gay that in many of the municipalities, the election of Commis-
sioners is not what it ought to be. Until it be made a condition
that no candidate shall be considered eligible withowt giving proof
that he is possessed of a certain measure of education, there witl
always be a great many very inferiorschools, and complete success
will never be attained.” The new law which cmpowers the supe-
rintendent to deprive refractory muuictpalities of ther share of the
graut, has done an immensity of good. "Exen the most disaflected
of the Commissioners no longer dare resist the wjunctions of the
department in face of the responsibility they would mcur. I would
again insist on the nocessity of adopting school regulations, and a
uniform selection of books, powers which are vested in the couneil
of pub}ic instruction, and hence the necessity of appumnting said
council.

In mauy of the municipalities, there is still a great deal of delay
in paying the teachers, Some of them pass the whole year without
receiving anything of their salaries. One of the iuconveniences
resulting from this is, that the teacher 18 compelled, for want of
ready money, to purchase, at exorbitaut prices, from the store-
keepers, or else to pay high ratesof nterest. It would be advisable
to let the scholastic year cominence ou the first of May. 1Inthis
way, the teacher would enjoy the use of the land attached 10 the
school, which now remains vacant whenever the sectivn ts about
to chauge its teachsr, for men are naturally nol over anxious to
sow in order that others may reap.

There is no lack of good teachers in my district. Those muni-
cipalities which are managed by eulightened Commussioners, are
never without good masters, because they are paid a salary pro-
portioned to their services. Quite the contrary is the case when
the Commissioners are ignorant persons: the schools are given out
at the lowest bid, and, as female teachers are_always readily pro-
cured at low salaries, the schools are left entirely in the hands of
f‘oung girls, 17 or 18 years old, who, 2sa general rule, impan
ittle or no knowledge 1o their pupils.

Nevertheless, i spite of all these obstacles, education makes
marked progress from year to year. Farmers and fathers of famities
have a betteridea of the importauce and the value of educatior, and
the necessity of having their children instructed.  They are more
willing to make the necessary sacrifices for this great object.

A few words now as to each of the different’ municipalities in
this district.

Beaumont.—This municipality has a model or Ynmary superior
school and three clementary schools. They are all very well con-
ducted by teachers holding diplomas, and capable of renderning
important service. A marked improvement has taken place in the
management of the affzirs of this manicipality. The old dissentions
have disapeared and made way for a love of progress.The Commis-
sioners, with Mr. Poirier for president, have repaired the old presby-
tery, and established the model scheol therein. It is a spacious and
comforiable building. The secretary-treasurer, Mr. Letellier, keeps
his register and books of accounts with much care. There are,
it is 1o be regretted, debis and arrears, the sesultof five yearsof
dissensions and law- suits, now at Jast brought 10 an end.

St. Michel No, 1.~ In this municipality there isa fine industrial
college and an academy for girls. There are four professors inthe
college, and it is attended by necarly 200 pupils. Mr. Candide
Dufresne is the divector of the insttution. The boarding-school,
belonging to this establishment, is exccedingiy well conducted. An
clementary class has also been established, for the benefit of such
puopils 2 are not sufficiently advanced 1o enter the higher classes.

Among uesciences taoght in this institulion, are vocal and instru-
mental music, drawing, horticultore, and English.  St. Michel 13
also provided with an institute containing a reading-room, which
receives a good number of home and foreign newspapers and perio-
dicals, and & library containing already severat hundred volumes. .
The prosperous condition of this model municipality, statding as it
does 1n the first rank of those within my districl, 1s due to tho zeal
and sacrifices of the Commissioners, among the rest the following
gcnllernen, who have acted forthe last cight ycars:—Rev. Mr.
ortiery Mr. Forgues, registrar, and Mr. Launier, scigneur of the

School, who was four years the director of the college, contributed
powerfully te thes impulse.

St. Michel No. 2-—In tlus munseipabny, which mcludes the
three last concessiwous ol the pansh ot 8t. Michel, there are three
clementary schools, kept by competent fuinale 1eachers holding
dplontas. . The Comnussioners have bmlt thiee school-houses of
suitable dimensious; they are all wetl furmshed, and provided with
desks, good tables, geographical maps and black-boards. The
clagses are attended by a very large uumber of children, who
make good progress, and, as soon as they are sufficiently advan-
ced, zo to complete their cducation at the two leading institutions
of the purish. The teachers? salaries are from £25 to £30, besides
fuel. Ttisevident from the ubove, that this municipality, which
in 1834 had not une school, competes in zeal with municipality
No. 1, of the same parish, which 1 have just mentioned, and which
connists of the range du bord de Lewre and the village.

St. Charles.—This mmacipality has two model schools, one for
boys aud the other for grls. 1t has of late lost the good harmon y
that formerly prevailed. This 1x the more to be regretted as things
waere i pretty good trmn.  Besides the two pimary achools,
there ure seven elementary schools, all of them good, and conduc-
ted by females Lolding diplomas, and possessed of the requisite
a}\lilude. The Commissioners have nine good schools-houses, one
of them being two sturies high and 80 feet long. Mlle. Couture,
the mistre=s of the model school, 15 u ghly competent person.
Her pupils huve made great progress. She keeps a boarding-school.
She has tramned several good female teachers for our different
mumcipahities.  Her Schoo! is attended by nearly 100 pupils. The
model school for boys, 1s kept by M. Declercq, formerly a Frofessor
in the academy of St. Thomas. ~ M. Declercq is a thv.ough master
ol the French, English, and Latimn langvages, and has aﬁendy had
several years’ experienco as a teacher. The pro ont secretary-
treasurer, Mr. A Boulanger, keeps his accounts very correctly.

St. Gervate.—~This municipality has an academy for girls, a
model school for boys, and 10 elementary schools. The girls®
academy 1s conducted by the Ladies of the Congregation. ’?’hey
have received a grant of the old presbytery, which has been repair-
ed, and now offers every possible convenience. It is cbout 100
feet n length with attics.  The primary superior school for boys 1s
comlucledeby Mr. Larue, who received his diploma as a model-
school teacher, last yeur, from the Laval Normal School. Of the
other elementary schools six are well kept and intrusted to compe-
tent teachers, holdlina diplomas ; two are middling, and the remain-
ing two. inferior. The accounts of the secretary-treasurer are
inagood state, and his registers are well kept; but the amount
of arrears is lurve. Education has not reached the degree of
progress that might have been attained in this important’ muni-
cipahty, and this ts 10 b2 attributed, in the first place, to the fact,
that there were, at the beginning, too many schools, and in the
second place, to the pracuice which prevails of changing the tea-
chers 100 often; the latter has greatly retarded the pupils by
obliging them to go over amain the maiter they had learned in
previous years. The salaries of the female teachers are very small
so that many of the schoolsare left to inferior teachers.

St. Lazare.~This municipality is very poor, it \wvas not organi-
sed in conformity with the school law until 1854. It has now five
schools, two of which are good, but in the other three only a very
little amountof instruction’is imparted. They may, however, ba
sufficient for the ants of the locality for some time yet.The Rev.
Mr. Dufour, Curé, displays great zcal ; he has acted as president
of the Board of Commussioners for several years, and rendersimpar-
tant service. A school-house has lately been built in the vicinity
of the church 5 this is highly creditabie to the rate-payers, taking
wnto account ' 2 limited ressources at their disposal.

St. Raphae: —1t is only since 1834 that the school Jaw has been
carnted out in s parish. Nevertheless they have a model schoo!
for pirls, and * ~r clementary school,—1wo of the latter being good,
and’two inferior.  Mlle. Thibault, who conducts the model school,
is ono of those teachers rarely met vith, who teach rather through
a spirit of vocation and devoledness than merely to eamn the means
of subsistance. The children under her carc bave made great pro-
gress, and maay of her pupils bave in their turn become good tea-
chers themselves. St Raphael is 2 very poor mumcipaly, and
it is only by making the most gencrous sacmfices that its schools
are maintained. A sew school, highly creditable to the zcal of the
rate-payers, has just been built.

St. Valier-—In this municipahty there are five schools, one of
them good and four inferior. ¢ pansh i3 very rich, but unfortu-




