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Some are grini and horrid in 'their nakedness, others are clad in pale
green of inosses or dwvarf shrubbery. Occasionally miles of preci-
pice front the sea, in whi'-' thle fancy may roughly shape ail the
structures of human art-castles, palaces and temples. Imagine a
rowv, several miles in I',mnth, of some of the stateliest buildings of
our city piled up solidly one, tbvo, three hundredîceet in hieight, and
ofi en more, exposed to the charge of the great Atlantic rollers,
rushing into churches, hialls, and spacious buildings, thundering in
throughl doorwvays and dashing in at the windows, swvecping up thc
laftV points, then falling, back in brighlt green scrolls and foaming
cascades upon the sea. And yet ail this imagined can neyer reach
the inimitable grandeur of these precipices. Such thevi is e
faslîion of much of the caast.

The interior of the country has b-een only partially explored.
It appears ta be a regfion of his and mauntain ranges and plateaus,
strewvn with an infinite number of granite boulders, sometimes thrce
and four deep, and varying frorn anc ta twventy feet in diameter.
Thiese plateaus are pre-enminently sterile. Tlie soul everywvhere is
scanty and unproductive. Trees a-.c conspicuous by their absence,
and even in the south, wvhere the pine and birch are faund, they are
stuntcd in their grawth. L.angu age fails ta paint the awful desola-
tian of Nartl1ern Labrador. AIl is anc great and terrible xilder-
ness of r,aooo miles, left to the quiet visitations of the lighit of the
sun, moon and siars and auroral fires, lonesome to the few wild
beasts that haunt its huis and desert rock. It is only fit to look
upon and thien to be handed over to its primeval solitude.

Upon reflection an ancient solitude like this bas a sadness wvhiclh
nothingr cati dispel. «INever, neyer in ail my life," says a ivriter who
lias visited these shores, <'have I behcld a land likc this, the expres-
sion and sentiment of which is essentially mournful and sad. The
bright sunshine, the pure skies, and all the pomp and circuni-
stance of ocean wvill neyer take away what ireally is, and
everlastingyly will be, the sentiment af solemnity and death.
Nature here is at a funeral. ail the year r-ound."

This barren country differs little froin the Arctic regians. It
is even colder and marc bleak than Southern Greenland. Snow
lies froin Septeinber or October ta June. Cultivation is impossible.
The coldness ini midwinter is intense. Storrns rage with almost

292


