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have any special meaning, PFresently, however, I noticed that they stood
in certain rclation to other such piles, and guessed that they wero land-
marks. On inquiry I found that T wes right in my surmise,

A lady known to us inherited four hundred dunnem of land from her
father, but now less than two hundred remain to her, for the Arabs have
been constantly at work moving her landmarks. "We have heard of an
Arab whose property was bounded on one side by a ditch. This ditch had
to be renewed after the winter rains, and here the Arab saw his oppor-
tunity. Year by year he cleared carth away from the opposite bank, put-
ting it always on his own bank. The diteh moved unobservedly farther
and farther away from its original position. Under a fostering govern-
ment, which encouraged industry in the people of the land, this country
might soon again be flourishing. The soil is exceedingly productive, and
were the terraces rebuiit and carefully watered and tended, the mountains
about Jerusalem might soon again drop oil and wine. The water supply
should now be sufficient if the aqueducts and cisterns were kept in goocd
repair. For many centuries the rainfall of Palestine was very insufficient,
and the latter rains, which should fall in the first month of the Jewish cal-
endar, corresponding to March-April, were withheld ; but the last thirty
years has seen a great change, and during the Jast ten years the latter rains
have fallen more copiously and seasonably. The rains of these past seasons
have been quite exceptional. Twenty-six inches bas been the average for
the last eight years, but this year it has reached forty-seven and fifty
inches in the plain, and from sixty to seventy-two inches at different eleve-
tions on the Lebanon. One orange garden outside of Jaffa was standing
in water during several months, and a good part of the plain of Sharon was
flooded during the same time. Simultancous with the return of the latter
rain in its season we see the return of the population. Both the rain and
the people are necessary to the land, and now that God opens the heavens
to bless, He opens also the graves of His people. It is difficult to obtain
accurate statistics of the numbers returning, but in Jerusalem alone the
estimates vary from thirty-five to fifty-five thousand Jews now resident
there. The former number is probably reckoned from the Halucha, the
charity sent by Jews throughout the world to be distributed among the
poor Jews in Jerusalem. This is mostly given to the Ashkenazi, or Ger-
man-speaking Jews.  According to Consul Moore, who recently left Jern-
salem, the Jewish population in the Hely City increased by twenty thou-
sand in the period of three years. While the numbers of Jews increase,
the Moslem population is diminishing ; it is now reckoned to be but
seven thousand, and all the Christian sects taken together may be stated
a5 about twelve thousand.

There are also large Jewish communities in the other sacred cities,
Hebron, Safed, and Tiberias, as also in Gaza, Jaffa, Haifa, and other
places, while numerous colonies exclusively Jewish ave springing up
throughout the land. These colonies, it is true, are not yet self-sup-
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