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Manitoba’s Elovator System.

A SPLEXDID RECORD FOR THE PAST DECADE.

Ten years ngo Manitoba was without any
clovator system, Start out with this fact in
view, aud then glance over tho list of clevators
now, and woe think the reader will find there-
in gonuine cause for astonishment. All the
elovators {u this long list have been buile within
tho past ten yeara ! Taisiga fact which speaks
more than could bo oxpressed in oolumns of
matter, of tho wondcerful progiess made in the
whoit bolt of western Canada, within the past
ten yems, The wondorful showing made ju
tho crection of all thess elovators within a
single decade, mnay bo taken as a safs indox to
the developmont of the grain growing industry
of this portion of Western Cauada, If wo had
not here a magnificent grain geawing country,
there would certaiuly bo no such record as this
in the line of elavator constructicn.

Elevator building in Munitoba commenced in
the year 1882. In thisyear the Ogilvie Milling
Co., aud D. . McMillan & Co., erected cuch
an elevator ju conuection with their flour mills
in Winaipeg, and in the same year something
was done towards establishing eclevators ut
other provincial points, where towns were
growing up along tho nowly conss:ucted lines
of railway. UPortage la Prairie, Carberry,
Braudon, Manitou and Morden were some of
the first points where clevators were erected.
Now there are oge or more 2levators al alinost
every railway station in the wheat belt,extend.
ing {rom Winnipeg to Moose Jaw,and we think
it may be safely said that Manitoba has an ele-
vator system unsurpassed by any other country
in the world. The Ogilvie Miiling Company
has kept up its record as one of the firat iu the
ficld, and has been adding yearly to its system
of elovators.

A good elevator system is a matter of great
importance in a country aspiring to be a grain n.
gion. It greatly facilitates the rapid handling
of grain, and enables it to be shipped in better
condition. During the busy seasen, from 5,000
to 15,000 bushels of grain aro often murketed hy
farmers in a single day, at on2 point. It would
be a very difficult matter to handle this quaa.
tity of grain without elevator facilities. Farm-
ers wonld bo obliged to wait a long time to get
their grain unloaded, without the assistance of
an clevator. The farmer now bas simply to
drive his herses up an foclined platform at the
side of the clevator, where the grain is dumped
vapidly from tho wagon into alarge hopper. It
is then weighed and conveyed quickly away by
the elevating machinery, and deposired in bias,
according to quality, care being taken to keep
grain of the same quality in the same bins.
Whero grain i3 taken in at what are koown as
flat warchouses (low buildings without elevating
applionces), it is a wuch more laborious and
slower job, as the grain has to be carried io by
hand and deposited in the different bins. When
it comes to loading cars, the elevator also has
a great advantago over the warchouse. The
grain is simply run through spouts (this is cal-
led spouting) directly into the cars, while from
the warchouse it must be lugged out by hand.

There bas been a prejudice to some extent
among farmers, against elevators, on account of
a rale which existed, to the effect that the rail-
ways would not receive grain from warehouses
at poiuts where there were ciovator faciliies,

though the rulo has not bzen always strictiy
adhered to. This prejadice has now about died
out. The fact of tho mattor is, Manitoba’s
wheat crop could not be handled without a good
couutry elovator system. If an avtempt were
mado to haudle the crop through warchousces
only, there would soon be a complete blockade,
and such delay would be caused to the railways,
that they would not be able to move the crops.
Such astate of affiirs would be very serious for
the farmers, and it is therofore in their interest
that the elovator system may bhe wmade as per-
ect as possiblo.

Country clevators arc not intended primatily
for the storags of grain, hence their amall
capacity when compired with the mammoth
storage olevators at important terminal and
shipping points  The conatry elovator is in
tended principal'y to facilitate the haundling of
grain fiom thoe farmer, and to provide for its
convenient transfer to railway caves for shipment.,
The usual capacity of country clovators is from
20,000 to 40,000 bushels. Though the scorage
capacity of a single coun.ry «levator is not
large, yet in the aggregate they form an im-
portant portion of the storage capacity of the
country, Ia case of a heavy rush of grain to
markot, or a railway blockade sad cousequent
inability to secure cars as fast as required, these
country elevators come in very useful for pro-
viding temporory storage for grain, which
otherwise would have to be held by farmers
until it could be handled by the shippers
acd railways. The eolevators at [fort Ar-
thur, Fort William aad Keewatin, are
no, couutry clevators. They ure, however
a part and parcel of the Monitoba system.
The elevators at the two luke ports men-
tioued arc for storage and for the transfer
of grain from cars to boats, The Kcewatin
elevator is for storing and cleamng wheat
for the mill there. The Winuipeg elevators
are also principally for carrying and cleaning
wheat for the mills, though a considerable
yuantity of grain is taken in direct from farm-
ers at sune of the Winnipeg elevators. The
largest elovator at. Portage la Prairic is in con.
neetion with a flour mill, and is therzfore partly
intended for storing wheat for the mill, The
elevator on tho Northern Pacific at Emerson,
is an important cleaviog and haundling clevator,
as considerable grain taken in at other points
along tbe line of railway, is put through thiy
elevator for cleaning and making up into large
shipping lots, before being bonded for shipnieat
through the Usited States to Atlantic ports.
Quite a number of the country c¢levators have
machinery for cleaning grain, but of course not
on as perfect a scale as in the large storage and
handling elevators at terminal and important
shipping points.

Iu most instances, Maaitoba country eleva.
tors are owned by parties or firms who do a
milling or grain shipping busincss, or both, and
the clevators have therefore been establisked
for the purpose of facilitating the arain.-buying
busin2ss of the respective owners. In some
cages, grain is received ~t these elevators from
farmers, for storage, w...u the farmer wishes to
hold his wheat for a while in hopes of getting
a higher price. This, however, is not done at
many elevators. In some instances two or
more buyers handle graiu through the same
conntry elevator. In the list of elevators
of Manitoba, will be noticed soveral termed
“farmers’ clevatora.” These. weore mostly

eteoted the past scason, and are owned
by locsl companics of farmers, Theso
farmers’ clevators Lkave been established

most!y on account of a feoling among the farm-
ers of the locality, that it would bo an advan.
tage to them (0 have an clovator of their own,
independent of the grain buyers, witere they
could store their grain, raise mouoy upoun the
warchouse reseipts, if required, aud sell it ina
lump at a favorable tura of the market, ote,
Ina few instances farmers have undertaken
to ship their own wicat, but not as a rule with
a successful resuit,
SUMMARY.

The total elevator capacity of our prairio
wheat ccuntry, including terminal elevators at
the two Lake Supetior ports, is as follows :

Bushels,

Klevators on Canadian Pacific 8,445,000
Warehouses o o . 389,109
Total storageon C. P.R. ..... 8,834,100
Elevators on Manitoba Northwestern 425,000
\Warehouses o b 220,000
Total capacity on M. & N, R. . 654,000
Flevators on Northern Pacific 609,000
Warehouses ' e 7,500
Totalon N. P. R, . ..... 616,500
Grand total on all roads .. ...10,104,100

This shows an average of 1,000,000 bashels
capacity for every yeav since elevator construe
tion began in thisz country, The season of 1891
shows a record of thirty-five new country ele-
vators brilt on the Canadian Pacific, with an
aggregate capacity of 1,112,000 bushels, aud
four new elevators on the Manitoba North-
western railway, with an aggregate capacity
of 160,000 bushels, besides the new annex ele-
vator ut Fort Williaum, with a capacity of 1,-
250,000, making the grand totel of 2,522,000
bushels’ capacity added during the year 1891,
This does not include uew flat wavehouses
erected during 1891, which, if added would
make a considerable addition to the new grain
storage for the year. —Winnipeg Commercial.

———————
The Canadian Almanae.

The Canadian Alimanac for 1892, just issued,
contains in* -y new features that will make it
of great « w2 It has been enlarged to 224
pages, contains over 16,000 facts, aud 17,000
addresses, the census returns, post oflices, a
clergy list extending over the Dominion, and
full ioformation regarding the municipalities
and counties of Qatario, Quebec and Manitoba.
The Pacliamentary lists, both Local aud
Dominion, are corrccted to date, and the
revisions made in the customs tariff are given.
Altogether the book is a credit to the pub.
lishers, Messrs. Copp, Clark & Co., of Toronto,
and is a publication which should be found in
every countirg room and business house in the

country.
———etl < rne.

Ceunsus bulletin No. 64 shows that the state
and country indcbtedness of Minnesota per
family, countiog five persons as a family, avor-
ages $21.85: South Dakota, $30.20; North
Dakota, $36.16; Wisconlin, $12.35; Towa,
$9.55.



