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Home Life.

Aiinongl the varions social îistitutions
ivhiec1î civilization andl C'hristi:uîity vhave
conferrcd u1pon ilnan, that of the f:uniily or
hoine life stands prc-eiinient.

As a supporter ini the varions sorrows ini-
cident tO huilil Iife, it lias a peciîliar. adap-
tation. It 1iids together those iwhose n-
teni interests are alreaflv at one, by the
stronger ind mnore endearingy t les of a coin-
mlon s;ympathvy. I sactdlo eec
Priotectionl to the vouing and iiiî-va.ry, in
wlîîchi the tenderest vinotions of the hunnan
soîîl are ceeishced and fostcred, and irouudf
)VI ,ici they cluster wvIîl uniyîcldîîîg caibrace;
thie vanitage( g.ronind whlose inuniiovable bair-
iers ward off the tide of adverse influences,

t. r so inipede their foi-ce as ho prevent themn
fromn ovcrwhehining Ille frail inoral 1)owver
whvichl are beinge dlevelopcd ilu the nising
uîîan. Lrail)n the luîter ilalks of life, sur-
rounded by continuaily vam'yiîg tircuni-
stances, and straggling in the great conflict
againist povertv, i,- vout. ever ho refleet on
lhe greait beaeonl Iighit in tlle piet, whielh cists

an illuiniing ray ail doivi the line of active
life and is reflectcd int elie great beyond.
The loivly cottage, the chieerful iireside, the
liappy faniiy, reomain iîniperishiable ini the re-
trospeot; thoughl over the -vision inay 'bc
dr.a,'n au occasional veil of glooin, as the
ruthless linid of change spreads a blighlt
over the face of the past, .111a bavefs to the
v'iew but the splendid raiuis of wvhat hîad be-
fore stood cut in coinplete synuitry and Mu
bcauty unsiirpasscd. A supreine love of,
and attachmciint to, houle is characteristie *of
the inLabitants of the old wvorld, ivhile a dle-
desire to eigra,,te sceins to inlîcre ili timose
of the new. Both of tliese dlesires, ivheni
kept -%itli'-i tlic.îr just liimits, are proper anmd

conuiend.uebut either inay be carried to
dangrerous extreinis; the former tcnding In
course of timie to n:terial diqadvilitnges,
wlb the latter is too ipt to étiliînite in
both inaterial andl ioral m'uhmi.

The finily is a God-ordined ins.,tituitioni,
zidis useful, not oifly as i source of pro-

tection and restrinit, but ilso as a source

of prlaetiLeil edlicatioii, both social alid
1o1a.1

As a sclhool for nmoral traiing the l4cnctit
of the home compact is beyond coipulta-tioni.
Tiiere is a prineiple in the constitution of
illaiu whieh, thioligh folundcld on1 only3 the
senlbance of resolis a st.rong iliilenet'(
ov('r hlis actions. This is the principle Nlieh
lends huaii to look iipon ail restr:îint as :ni
cvii, and to consider subjection to anly n11111-
ber of kaws as absolute slaverv. Olu the
contrarv, the experience of the race ý>oes to
prove thiat there nrc certain fixed, un:îlter-
able 1:aws wvhich mnnist be obscrved bv' tlîose
whlo woluld attainl to the greatcst poûssibhe
extent of social or rcligiolus lhappinless, :umd
the lnegicet of -%vllî a1vay entails self-
il'iictedl pîunislhnient. Th'us it vouîd appe:îr,
contrai. 3 to the general supposition, that the*
mlore of tiiose just and niecessary iawvs a il:în
obeysc, the frecer and happier iait lie is, î

it its conisequent injuries, lu the home eir.
cle thiese strict and apparentlv liarsh rîîh.s
arc mlodîficd and iade pleasant and alttr:ît-
ivc by the circuînstauîccs of the position.
Eachi nienber oi thc fanily learns to feed
thiat the sacredl honor of everv other idi-
vidual, nueniber depends direetlv on Iii. or
lier conduct in Society, and thlus -ve have the
sirongcst incentive of a commnon interest
operating in favor of the best interests of
the wlhobc compacit, and of Socicty ugee

That this is a very imnportant objech 10 be
graixicd1 by the faumily compact, wiH, we
think, bo ackniowledgc,,d by evcry one ivlo his
-inykinowledlge of the hurnan constitution, anîd
of the varions dcgrading influencesw~hii act
lupon it. Mie immdcrflowv of Miai is .11l .1111.
muai, and contiins tendencies that are a conî.
tinual dir:n-vbick on the ]îighier ispirations of ý
the iiimd ; but there is an iipper eurrent
ivliicli flows through licr:h fUccio
tioise alla whiicli, if led on1 tlxrouigh lîî'uer

channiels, Contnihuites by far the inost a(n
benefit to the inan as a iolc; lience Ilhe nt%.
ccssity thia this moral current bosuiîle
fromi an efficicnt source, -%vliiQhi source the


