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Soldiering in Canada

'1Èa say that tlîe reginients of the Canadian Militia constitute an
efficient body of troops -niight be to convey a false impression respect-
ing them; while ta cail thenii inefficieut would be ta show one's ig-
norance of the circuîustances of the case.

In equipiinent and training they cannot be put on a level with
the trained reginients of Europe and so iniglit not be calied efficient
in one acceptation of that terin; but if their efficiency is ineasured by
the exteni. ta which tlîey zîxeet the deniands that are hkely ta be miade
upon theni, then up to the present tiiie they have niaintained a fair
efficicr._y. The ouly engagement w'e have had ta fear front foreign
sources in the past is a ciasi with aur neiglibors across the border,
and wvhenever such a collision did take place aur volunteer forces
inost nobly miet the demands of the occasion. ln the suppression of
internai revoit, aiso, they have shaovn their efficiency sa that, mns-
ured by this proper criterion, it -vould be incorrect ta call theni ineffi-
cient. A brief view of the organization and establishmient of aur
inilitia -%vill1show us its position as ta efficiency.

In the first place aur iuilitia is divided into land and naval
forces; as %vill be seen frai» tL~e title we are concerned here with the
land forces only. This latter is divided again inta active and resen'e
forces; the active utilitia consisting of aur vounteer reginients and
the reserves constituting aIl the nmale inhabitants of Canada betw'een
the ages of eigliteen and sixty years not specially exemipted frai»
service by law. The aictive tuilitia, again, lias a permanent division
as well as the battalions that drill only at intervals. The farces are
of course, divided into the three anms of the service, Cavalry, Artil-
lery and Infantry, wvith tlie additional so-cailed amni E ngineers.

The permianent, force of tie activ'e iinilitia is dividcd juta tlîree
bodies. The Royal Canadian Dragoons, having squadron stations nt
Toronto and Winnipeg; Royal Canadian Axtiliery, having batterv
stations at Kingston and Quebec; The Royal Regimient of Canadiaxi
iufantry Nvliosc establishment is liniited ta one thousand Men and
which lias regiînentai depots at London, Ont., Toronto, St. John's,
P. Q., and Fredericton. Thicse permianent statians constitute schoois
of instruction at whicli inilitiauxen of ail ranks can be prepared for
service and froui wvlich ail afficers nust have certificaies before they
are quaiified ta serve as officers. This Nvise provision ensures ta the
Canadiani nîilitia officers wlio are trained in tlîe principles of the art
of modern wvarfare.

For purposes af adiniistration Can-ica is divided inta tw'eive
uilitary districts for the supervision af eachi of -,vhiclî a perm.anent
staff af officers is detailed. In 189S the nuîîiber af ail ranks on the
rails of tlese districts was 33439. The battalions coiistituted in tliese
districts receive instruction by annual "1camips" under tiiesupervision
of tue permanent afficers of the districts. Tiiese camîps give ecdi


