
TRE RELIOKOUS INDIFFERENCE Or CANADlA AND ITS POLITICAIL EFFECTS.

cencies of a christian community. Have WC not
board the stillncss of the Sabbatli morn broken by
the noise of the drusihkard returning from hie revel
la nlot our car frequently stunned with the stroke
of the axe- as if the six <lays nllowcd by God were
flot suflicient for huma» toil 1 D)o WC not some-
times witncss an ostentations recation oit tise
evcning of tise solcmn day whiclh should bo couse-
crated tothe concerne ofimîinortality? These are
proofs toc painfully conclu sive of a prevalent indif-
ference te the things cf God, and should press up-
on our seuls feelings of humiliation, lest oit ac-
Collnt of tlsem IeC sheuld visit us with, riglstcous
indignation.

The criminality and danger of this religions in-
diffeèrence ie of a magnitude sufficiently appallingr
when viewed even in its immedliate efiects upon the
CoMmunity ; but Misen WC contemplate ite future
consequences it must become an object of still
greater anxiety and alarm tao ecry clîristian mmrid.
It is thenatural and ussiversal tenclency of irreligion
to confirm and porpctuatc itself;, and to inundate
thecountry where it prevaile witlî ail that moral and
politicaldisorderwhiclh is noxious to its well-bcissg.
The prospect cf such an cvii in our circuinstassces
would bc dreadful, even %ve our Canadian pepu-
lation to accumniate os'ly in the ratio of natural
inecase. But when in addition te tisis we col,-
aider that tens of thousands are yearly added to
the numiber by emigration from the mother cou»-
tryt and that nlot a few of tîsese are infected with

j tihe sarne spiritual malady that prevails ameng our-
j selves, the cvii assumes a mucli more tlsreaten-

ing aspect. For let us ask wlsat is the description
of rzople who leave their native land te seek with
their families n hnme in this counstry leI it nlot for
the inost part tise pour, and tise poorly cdueated
who are borne on tise tide of cmirsittien-the very
class who in their native cosuntry, Iet dcsircd and
profited ]east by its religlious advantages, and who
whcn they are removed isto a new ceunitry, are
tnost likelY to cast off the restraints whichi kcpt
them in semne degree of order in the land cf their
birth--and to fail Jseadlong into the vices of tise
new eommnunity int wvhicis on this side of the At-
lantie they areintroduced? Polio w hotnu throu gh
these vast trachs of forest into their newv settie-
ments, and do you nlot perceive a great likelilsood
that tlsey wvill add to theïr original vices those wvhichi
are peculiar to their newv associates ? Visit these
poor eMigrant familles and contemplate as a ciris-
tian what; ieets your oye. Beliold a parent toe
ignorant, perlîaps toc ungodly, to nfi'ord aisy solid
rehigious instruction, or any good example to his
children. Belsold these children, the fusture hope
of our country, groWing, up i» ignorance and spir-

itual destitution. There le no village school to
which they can topair. ':Sabbatlî cames, but
tise clîurclî-going bel] sounds not in the forest,
and none of tise Sabbath exorcises are enjoyesi.
If ut wide intervals any osse penettato tu their oet-
tlemnent in tIse garb of a Chîristian Missio:snry, thero
may bho that in the style of hie asidresB, is tlsc modes
of i worship, aud in thse peculiarities Of hie doc-
trine, wlsich, Mien cornpared with what tlsey were
accustomed to, tends rather te unisinge tîseir religi-
ous sentiments than to strengrten them ; and the
conflicting dogmias of their différent visitors, whilo
they gradually wear ont from their minsis tIse exclu-
sive veneration for tIse creos inl whicà they were
brouglit up, subsititute nothingP else in its roomn.
Tîsat wvo do net iii this matter speak: unadvisedly,
we need only appeal to wlsat lias takeon place ini
ourtown township. WVe fmnd on its assessment
roll for 1828,# in a population of 2,856, no fewer
than 331 persons who distiuctly own thmst tlsey do
tiotknow to what division of the Christian family
they belong, or whsether indeesi they assume tIse
Christian naie at al! Tiat attaeimezit toa par-
ticular sect ardces, %vlicli evenin»tîse absence
of vital godlucess answers somo goond ondt, le en-
tirely destroyed. This je an unavoidablo con-
sequence of permittitig the youtlsfül mind to grcov
up nnitibued with religious principles, strange to
reEigious discipline, loft %vitheut a guidle, to bo
tosscd about in thse most impressible periosi cf life,
by tise storms cf confiieting opinions whlsi every
%vasîdering, unautlmorised teacîser asile passes along
may raise in tîseïr vicinage. Similar processes cf
unîsingemeut ansi itnfîslelity are nt tlis moment go-
ing on every wlsere arons us-processes which, if
flot checkecd, are pregnant witîs evils, tise extent
of wîsicîs cannot by ns be foreseen or estimatesi, te
our fresb aud rising country. . To us calmly re-
llectingr o» tJjcse tliîîsgs, the impression is irresisti-
bIc, that botîs tise parent state and the provincial
lcei.lature, are very blameable for the indifibrenci-
wlsielà tlîey have Isitherto manifestesi regarding the
spiritual destitution of Canadlian settiors. Vie do
net deuy that it is thse duty uf every Christian peos-
pIe who have tise ability, flot only te provide for
tîseir own spiritual edificatien, but aiso te do what
tlsey ca» to dissemninato tise gospel tlsrougisout tise
wvorld. Blut surely tîsis ability is net possesseid
by tîsousansss upon thousands in tîsis vaut uneulti-
vated territory, striisggling %with tise lsnrdsîsîps andi
penury Of:sew Settlemenuts, and -%viti w1lsoi yents; cf
conîstanît toil mnust îsass awaýy, ore tlsey eau hope te
attain ilny tlsiss beyolssd tise mnerest usccssaries of
bife. Mleanwliile if tlsey do net obtain foreigu aid,

No reIigiolis census Isaz bzeu lakea since that
periosi.


