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TIIE BOYHOOD 0F JESUS. FEIIRUARY l3th. LuxE 111 ' 7.18.

FEBRUARY 6th. LuKE. ii : 40-45. Golden 7?xt: Luke 3 ;8.
Golden Texi : Lu/te 2 '- 40.

~'WELVE years betwixt this lessan and the last, OHN TI-IE BlAPTIST ivas bora ivar Hebron,
respecting which Luke is sulent. Matthew XYŽj abuut six months before Christ. I-is birth
alonc records thc flight inta Egypt, ch. 2; an ok*befocodb h agtGbi

13-15 - the murder of the innocents, and the re-an okwrefetl yt ng Gbi,
tura of the Holy family to Nazareth, ch. 2 . 16.23. ch'. 1 : 13-19, by Isa. 40;- 3, and by r4al. 3 : 1
V. 40. Thte c/ildgiew, &c.-may we nat suppose Like Jesus, he grew up in solitude until about 30
that there wvas alrendy dawning upon his mind tl:e years of age,when suddc±nly he burst up0fl the scene,
consciousness of his divine nature? Col. 2 ; 9. preaching, with an eneryadblns euirt
Vs. 41, 42. T/te frasi of the Passover - For theeryadbdnspeuirt
institution of this feast sce Deut. 16: z.-16. The himseli the near approach of the Messiah's King-
celebration lasted seven days. Every maie Is- dom, called the IlKingdom of Ileaven.>' Calling
raelite was bound to be present every year, except men to repentance, John instituted a new rite, that
the sick, aged, and boys under iz years. Women of baptism, for those wlîo confessed their sins and
were nat obliged ta go, but they might, if they promised amendnient of life-not as a mneans of
chose, takce part in the fenst. It is likely this wvas salvation, but only as a symbol and seal of their
the first lime Jesus had witnessed this celebration. acceptance of his doctrines. Though austeie in
Being now twelve years aid he %vas calied a "lSon nanner and rude in dress, his message was the
of t.he Law," and wvouid be required 10 performa ail most important yet made known ta men-the great
reiigious duties. What a wvonderful sighl to the truth that the Kingdomn of Ileaven was the reign
" «Chiid Jesus " nmust have been the hoiy city at of God in the saut of man- that true religion must
this festive season. Usually, there wauld be be practical and earnest, in the heart and lufe, Dot
2,500,000 people in and around it. Every house in mere external form; and observances. Henice
would be crawded with pilgrims, while numbers Christ's exalted testimony ta him-"I There has not
would erect tents and booths oulsîde the gales. arisen a grealer, " ?Matt. i : i . Compare Matt.
They wouid arrive, at latest, on the evening af the 3 : 1-12. Mark i : i-i8. John i : 19-28. V. 7.
the i4111 Niat, or Abib, the first month, LeV. 23 : 0 generation of vipers !-These startiing words
5-8 . For a fli description of the observances and wvere not addressed ta enquirers aller salvation, but
the vasl numnber of victims see 2 Chron. 33 : 1-18. ta those who came out af mere idie curiosity, or ta
Vs. 43-46. _7enis larried behind-Something more. criticize and sneer, The Saviaur himseif wvas no,
than youthful curiosily detained him. Me must have iess severe in addressing such people, Malt. 23 :
been intensely interested in the Temple and its ser- 13-33. kp:>er-a paisanaus serpent, emblemnalical
vices. As for joseph and Mary, lhey wouid be ai whatever is hurtful and deceilful, job. 20 : 16.
lhrown off their guard by the busîle and confusion Ram. 3 :13. Vs. 8, 9. Neither national prestige
of leaving, probably at night, so as ta avoid travel- nor ecciesiastical conneclion can save from the
ling in the heat af the day. They are surprized ta wvrath ta camne. Men's motives are ta be judged
find him in one af the schools of the Rabbis- by their actions. A fruitless fig Iree is mnade by
srUting in t/te viidsi of t/te doctrs-the xnast learned aur Lard ta represent the whole Jewish nation,
of the nation, who made the Scriptures their life- Luke 13: 6 . Fire-see Malt. 7:- 16-20. John
long study. Asking tkem questions-The method 1 5 : 6. V. io. W/t s/tali we do ?-see AcIs 16:
of question and answer was the customary form af 30, 3 1. Vs. 11.-14. John has an answer for each
Rabbinical instruction, which we do vreil ta imitate. according ta Iheir place and station ; self.denial
V. 47 The time was coming when lus teaching and charity wvere commended ta ail, Jaries 2 : 15 :
would astonish the mast learned amongst them. îax-gatherers ivere wrarned against covetausness :
Mat. 7 . 28. John 7:--15, 46. V. 48. Amazed- soldiers were exhorted nat la abuse their power.
to find him, there, and that so niuch notice was Vs. 15-16 cantain a remarkable testimony to the
laken of him. Me had neyer given themn an an- power of John's preaching, but he does not take
xious îhaughl before. Sorrnuing - that they had advantage of his popuiariîy-he magnifies Christ
not looked belter after hiin. V. 49. h'ow is il ?- and humbles himself, John 3 : 28.30. The baptism
The light of a higher warld was breaking in on his af the Spirit is contrasted with the baptism of
sou], and naw He is amazed thal they should have Water which oniy represents il. For the impeni.
Iooked for him any where eise but in the Ilus-e lent there wvouid be, indeed, a bapîismn af fire, but
and on the affairs; af his " Fatter : " up la Ibis lime for th1e conmt. Xe, a deeper knowledge of God and a
joseph had been sa callcd, but from this lime, dloser communion wvith him. V. 17. Who.ea-
neyer. Vs. 5o, 5 r. T/tey understood not-like the The same figure in Jer. 15 : 7, and Luke 22: 31,
disciples at a later periad they cauld not penetrale W/t and cliaff-The justice as weil as the ilercy
the deep meaning of -bis -words, ch. 18 - 34, Mfark of Gad is faiîhfully preached, as by Christ hinmself,
9 : 32. Malt. Il:- 3. Thaugli his beart was in Malt. [3 -: 30, and 25 :41-46. V. i8. Many ot/ter
Jerusalem, to, exempliiy filial obedience, he relurns t/tings-as in John 1 29, 34, and 3 : 27-36. The
la bis hallowed obscuriîy in Nazareth. Tiese, the saine is said of Jesus, John 21 : 25. We need the
first recorded words of Jesus, bear testimony ta baptismn of the Hoiy Ghasl. We need repentance.
Himself and stand related ta bis last words, Acts Whal shail we do? is an important question for
1 :7, 8- ail.


