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a very good grourid -aflordcd me for ealilrg oil
English Churchmen ta airn at realising and appro.
prr&rîrng the verities containcd in tirenr. But 1 did
net coticeal îny belief, that in proportion as îhey
did not conceai îcy belief, that ini proportion :as
they did so, they wvouid icarn to be dissatisficd
xvith their chuieh's foitmularies as a i% hole, and
distrustf'ul of lier authiority. Nor should il be for-
gotten, that 1 inaintainied in mry ivoi ki flat tho ti tic
doctrine on «"justieation> is one senso more at tIre
fautidation oi atthodoxy titan arry other wvhatcver
and, mioreover, that thie niost furrnratly dogîrratie
statement aor that subjcî put forth by the ltngiish
C htrch, unless under a very Il non-natural" inter-
pretation, asserts the cantradieîoz'y of that doctrine.

In thus disparaging t!,e autiîority af tire Etiglislî
Cirurcîr, 1 amn not at. ail fnirgetting iliat iii a rigirtiy disci-
plnried m*.nd thera wi!! be unic tward resîbotse, vvhich
teads more and more, if cxercised, to afford conviction
on certain doctrines, irrespective of tire authorrîy on
xvbich tbcy were origritally receix'od ; and a Chrristianr
%votild be pursuing a rnad course, if lie were tea rrlow lits
faitbt in iliese doctrines ta xvaver, er-en though for a time
(from xvhatever cause) lire vvere unable to see lus tva>' tu
buw befure sotte externrat authoritv. But it xouid be
foreign te my purpose t0 pursire thiisulhject fuirtîror.

But by ir tbe rnost prevailing argument of viricb I
have ireard in opposition tu the vicux's tnaittined iti my
louter, is grounded ont tIre notes of life anrd çanctity ivithiiî
the Eîrglrsh Chîr.rch. il We wlro are iii that chuirei," il
is said, haîrve the plainest proof beiore tus tlhrat tIre studden
revival of >trictiies. atrd offliîdoxy lias beer. fiomn iithitr,
net by tire inifluence of an externiti body ; arrd tire coin-
inuion %ilierern God so visibly %vorks must be a homre of
Mis in ivliicli it is sale for us te abide." Noy mary secau
ta have :bought that I myschf advoca:ed titis view ija tIre
iIdeal," anid that mny ourr arguments mnight be employed

zigairrst inyseli.
I trust that in %vital 1 have already said I have showrr

nryscii ta ire not uxvilhitig ta retract any opinion, merely
because 1 have once expressed il. But 1 reiify ha;e
never myself seen the sufficiency af this argument.
Sureiy il is qirite conceivabie tirat God shoulti stur, from
iirin, a sciiismatical body, in order to remnforce His

cburcb; lie may %vork mighritily in sucir a body, trot in
order to establisir it, but iii order graduaiiy ta dissolve it.
And %vlietlrer ai tirese tvo bo Ilis xvii must be gathrrd
from furier considerations.

The arguments on wirich 1 formerly brsed tire (sup.
posed) duty of adiresion te the English Cburch (argtr.
montal as 1 hrave saîd, xvhicb 1 do trot nowv think valrid>
xvere as follows :-We c-ancot doubt of the vivality of the
Err;hisi Churci, nat only xvhen ive observe tire sanctity
twhich bas been tire xiîressed fruit of her ordinances.
but aise %vhon ive tbink of the remarkable mariner in
which doctrine, hacded down for two or tbroo irundred
ycais, bas now germinated, and is se abuadantly gerrai.
rating, itao Il the whole cycle af Roman doctrine."
First, so long aq ive are allowed free ccope in aur churcir
se ta develope the doctrines ive have leatned froro that
church, she is surely aur national and legitimate horne;
the doctrines which rnight be considered a cause for
leaving ber are the offspring of whai WR baire learaed.

frorn herseif, and are pcrmitted iihout authotitative
checi %within lier pale ; and second, iii proportion as tio.se
%vite are maiested witb doubts. have lived a stricter life,
itud rested a greater weoigit oit tIre ordinances of tireir
church, ilicir conifiditenCe r their position lis been
iîrcr<'ased. Noiv, as 1 say, in iiny letter, bnth tirese rea-
5ons for reniaining irn the Eirglish Cirurch have trow
ceased te cxist ; first, tire frec spreaci of Rioman doctrine
in~ our churcir bas been authoruxativel.' clrecked ; and
second, it is no longer true, as it is nov very gencrally
known, tirat a strictcr life in our COMMLiiont has lessemi.
ed doo.bts in the quarter where doubîs have been uiuýt
acrt"ity fecit. .l.hose, thcn, %Yho thought the arguments
adlduced iii my %vork in dl'ence of our position saîisfac-
tory (as 1 now dIo not think tireni) cannot any longer rest
tipon thIemn-for wiratever force xliey once liad is corne to
an end.

Mly present intention, timen, impiies no denial, cor
could 1 lîonestiy atterpt any denial, of the undoulaed
ict, tirat there bas been of ate years a remarkable gush
of lire frG'm within the Englîsh Clîurcir. Nor, indeed,
considcri ig the great benefit 1 litimbiy hope ta have
derived 'rom agencies at %vork within her, conld 1 brirrg
myself .o separate from ber comnmunion %vitliout carefirl
thoug'iî and deiberation. But surlh tirouglit and delibe-
ration bave not, I hope, been wantingc.> Event ino% 1
trust 1 may never forget irow niuch 1 owe of trose verj
convictions vich have caused rny present resahîtion to
teacbing administered in the naine of the Enalish
Chrirch ; and 1 niost earnosty hîe t0 see the time wheri
1 may again be united in tire saine communion wviti!, and
be enrabled again ta profit hy, the dloser example of those
marry admirable persons vt bam I arn qurite tinable to follow
in regardimrg the Engiisb Cburch as a sale homne for tIre
Catholic-miouled Cbrisian.-I remain, Sir, yonr faitirful
servant, W. G. WARD.

Rose.bil, Oxford, Aug. 28.
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LETTER V.

Belgium, - , 1842.
Mly dear Madam,

1 have ta ackcoxvledge the receipt of your very
polite letter, and to zipologize for nlot having sonner
repiied te a requcst tvhicli can cnly give me plea-
sure. I shall bc very happy indeed to give you
every information possible, regardîng the Roman
Catholic religion, in titis wiviy Catholie land ; ar.3
by addressing rny letters to yeu, instend cf ta my
gond old Thromas, and allier neighbours, they will,
as you Say, have îhem rend te tbem, and you xviii
also have the power cf reading thern to any otirer
friend or neiglibour you mray choose. There is no
necd for you to fear you are Ilpresuming .on our vcry
slight acqitaintance' madle a few years since, during
your long summer visit to, our mutual frîends. Il
can oxrly bc a gratification te a Roman Catlie to
fiiud uny ozqe, awgkeped tç inquire çcçuçerning ont


