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a very good ground afforded me for calling on
English Churchmen to aim at realising and appro-
priating the verities contained in them. But 1 did
nct conceal my belicf, that in proportion as they
did not conceal my belief, that in proportion as
they did so, they would learn to be dissatisfied
with their chareh’s formularies as a whole, and
distrustiul of her authority. Ner should it be for-
gotten, that I snaintained in my woik that the tue
docirine on ¢ justication’ i3 one sense more at the
foundation of orthodoxy than any other whatever;
and, moreover, that the most furmally dogmatic
statement on that subject put forth by the Eunglish
Church, unless under a very * non-natural” inter-
pretation, asserts the contradictory of that doctrine.

In thus disparaging the authority of the Eunglish
Church, I am not at all forgetting that in a rightly disci-
plined mind thera will be un inward response, which
teads more and more, if exercised, to afford conviction
on certain doctrines, irrespective of the authority on
which they were originally received ; and a Christian
wonld be pursuing a inad course, if he were to allow lus
faith in these doctrines to waver, even though for a time
(from whatever cause) he were unable 10 see his way to
bow before some external authority. But it would be
foreigu to my purpose to pursue this subject further.

But by far the most prevailing argument of which I
have heard in opposition to the views maintained in my
letter, is grounded on the notes of life and sanctity within
the Enghsh Church. « We who are in that chureh,” it
is said, ** have the plainest proof before us that the sudden
revival of strictuess and orthodoxy has bees {tom within,
net by the influence of an external body ; and the com-
munion wherein God so visibly works must be a home of
His in which it is safe for us to abide.” Nay many seem
to have thought that I myself advocated this view in the
st Ideal,” and that iny own arguments might be employed
against myself.

I trust that in what 1 have already said I have shown
mysclf to be not unwilling to retract any opinion, merely
because I have once expressed it. But 1 really have
never myself seen the sufficiency of this argument.
Surely it is quite conceivable that God should sur, from
within, a schismatical body, in order to reinforce His
church; He may work mightily in such a body, not in
order to establish it, but in order gradually to dissolve it.
And whether of these two be ITis will must be gathered
from further considerations.

The arguments on which I formeriy besed the (sup-
posed) duty of adhesion to the English Church (argu-
ments, as I have said, which U do not now think valid
were as follows :—We cannot doabt of the vivality of the
Boglish Church, not only when we observe the sancuity
which has been the witnessed fruit of her ordinances,
but also when we think of the remarkable manner in
which doctrine, handed down for two or three hundred
yeazs, has now germinated, and is so abundanily germi-
nating, into *“ the whole cycle of Roman doctrine.”
First, so long as we are allowed free scope in our church
50 to develope the doctrines we have learned fror that
church, she is surely our national and legitimate home;
the doctrines which might be considered a causs for

leaving ber arc the offspring of what wa bave learned.

from herself, and are permitted without autheritative
check within her pale ; and second, in proportion as thosg
who ure molested with doubts have lived a stricter life,
aud rested a greater weight on the ordinances of their
church, their confidence in their position has been
increased. Now, as I say, in my letter, both these rea-
sons for remaining in the LEuglish Church have uow
ceased to exist; first, the free spread of Roman doctrine
in vur church has been authoritativelr checked; and
second, it is no longer true, asitis nov very gencrally
known, that a stricter life in our communion has lesscu-
ed doubts in the quarter where doubts have been most
acut-ly felt. 'T'hose, then, who thought the arguments
adduced in my work in defence of our position satisfac-
tory (as 1 now do not think them) cannot any longer rest
upon them—for whatever force they once had is come 10
an cnd.

My present intention, then, implies no denial, nor
could I honestly attempt any denial, of the undoubted
fact, that there has been of late years a remarkable gush
of life frem within the Enghish Church. Nor, indeed,
consideriyg the great benefit I humbly hope to have
derived ‘rom agencies at work within her, conld I briug
myself .0 separate from her communion without careful
thougit and deliberation. But such thought and delibe-
ration have not, I hope, been wanting. Even now I
trust I may never forget how much 1 owe of those very
convictions which have caused my present resolution to
teaching admimstered in the name of the English
Church ; and I most earnestly hoge 1o see the time when
I may again be united in the same communion witk, and
be enabled again to profit by, the closer example of those
many admirable persons whom I am quite unable to follow
in regarding the English Church as a safe home for the
Catholic-mivded Christian.—I remain, Sir, yonr faithful
servant, W. G. WARD.

Rose-hi'l, Cxford, Aug. 28,
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Belgium, ——-——, 1842.
My dear Madam,

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your very
polite letter, and to apologize for not having sooner
replied to a request which can only give me plea-
sure. I shall be very happy indeed to give you

)|every information possible, regarding the Roman

Catholic religion, in this wholly Catholic land ; ard
by addressing my letters to you, instead of to my
good old Thomas, and other neighbours, they will,
as you say, have them read to them, and you will
also have the power of reading them to any other:
friend or neighbour you may choose. There isno.
need for you to fear you are ¢ presuming on our very
sligiit acquaintance’ made a few years since, during
your long summer visit to our mutual friends. I
can only be a gratification to a Roman Cathelic to
find any one awpkened tc inquire copcerning owt



