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S. of War, sailing in about two heurs tiîne,
I have an excellent *opportunity of sond.
ing a note viaNoumea, in New Caledonia.
Wo are ail well bore. That is Mrs. R.,
two childron wvith us, and myseif. But
thoro îe mucli sickness am-onga,,t the
natives aP! oîer this island, and bins bee»
for thrae or four rnoths. Thora have
Lien> Rp'-,orl deathe.

Wu have had four English Ships of %Var
at anchor hure nt different tiiînes sinco
January, aud ive expect one soon again.
The Frenchz have not yet annexed the
N'ew Hobrides, but that stop is only de-
furred. They will, in my opinion, ake
these islands whien a suitable time pre-
senta. They have no idea of giving theni
up, and nt prosent they are buying out,
as far as thoy van, ail English iuerestig in
the group, and the othur stop wvill. follow
in due time. England does not care one
shilling about the islands. -and but for
Austî'alia would, iot have made any ob-
jection. teo Frenchi annexation. A sad day
for everything good when the French ruie
over these fair isiands.

As a mission, if wu get fair play, by
God's blessing ivu have no fear of tho
Itomishi advance. Priests without an amni
cf flash tu back thora up maku poor head-
wvay. .

We have settied, as yen ail know long,
since, Messrs. Leggatt and Morten où
Maluicula, Mfr. Landels on Malo, near
Santo, and Mr. Annand on Tangon., a sniail
lie about an eighth of a mile froin Santo.

At ail 'thce islands and places thé
natives Nvere very friendly, and desired
inissionaries. At Malo especially were
they rejoiced te get a missionary.' Being-
at the suttieent of Mlessrs. Laudeis and
Annandl I know these peopie and districts
best. 1 wonld go;to any of the8e northemn
hîeathen isiand% to-îuorrow if Errgmanga
'Waa provided for, and 1 -huard Mr. Mci-
Xenzie ssy the saine sevemal times.

33y this ship of war %ve have had letters
frein Me.asrs. Moiton end Leggatt of- Maie-
kula. They wcre well, buît did not; get
muoh help frein. the heathen nativei. WVe
got ne heip front any heathen of Erre-
iimng w.-only Christian natives everhelped.

us bure. On Malo the hecathen helped.
more or less at the house building by
,carrying stones and the scantling and.

bae and iii cleaping the ground for the
house, but they di) not holp sa well ar,
regular work day af ter day.

Yýou of.course kniow fjin Mr. Annand
or Mr. MeKenzie alkiut- or shipwreck
on Malo. It was a. 'tanie af1iair-a cloar
bright day, gentte lireeze and a kindù peo-
pI utpon whose const ivo grouuded arid
tiiere stuck, :But it was a good deal bot-
ter than ttid-occani at night in a stoim,
and wve were ail thankful fo' such a cora-
fortable lock Still te hu kept there for
nearly a month auid Mr. Annand anxiouis
.to get sottled and others (if us wishiiigr to
get to our work aud stations, it socmi lost'
ail charni.

Wu have ail -Ob back to our stations
more than a muonth R'go, and doubticas feel
botter for the.change and rest, and %ve re-
jpice tliat four men withtheir wives hare
been settlod in this nisasiorn this year, wvitli
very good prospects of encouragement and'
success. Messrs. Watt and Laurie wvere*
appointed and went in the Dczyspri)ig to
settle Messrs. Lcggatt and Morton, and
Messrs. MoKeuzie, Fraser and rnyself
were appointed to go in the C!aindhn to
assist Messrs. Annand an.d Laudels. in
their settlient. The first deputation
did their ivork well, and wo more than
nettled a missiouary fi- we 3ettled the
vessol too. The Dayspring came and took
us ail to Tangoa, where both deputations
settled. Mr. and Mrs. Aunaud. ini quick
time.

1 would like f 0 'e assisting at the settie-
ffient uvery year of three or four missionl-
&ries in these isiands until every good'
opening should be filled. But 1 question
very much if the (Janadian Presbyterian
Church shoiu]d prosecute or develope muchi
more the work in these islands so far away.
Thore is mn.ch force in what is sgid about.
AustralaBia tah-ing hold here in good.
earnest, and leaving Canada and. Scotland
for mission fields nearer, which. are abun-
dant. 4nd A ustralasia is beginningto,
take hold. She bas now eleyen, mission-
aries in theq missirn here. Still ýCanada
and Scotland, ought ta do all- they.*can for
the work their mon. here aye attemptng,

Sacramont ¶lispe.n8ed on the-4th of this
monthat Cook's BÈay.

Mr. 31cKenzie is going ta Sydney ir.
Decenmber.

Yours, H. A. 1P0nBftTsoN.


