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THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

sion is not cramping to the soul, or be-
littling to the character; on the contrary,
you will never know true fieedom uutil
you dro {our fetters outside uhe door-
way and feel your soul expand into the
liberty and joy and power of a true child
of God. Nobody who has once entered
that pate of mercy with a penitent be-
lieving hcart, has ever wanted to re-
trace his steps and go back into the brcad
flowery road to hell.

Strive to euter that «‘rait gate, my
friend. It is no holiday play to become
a Christian, n.tr there are scores of en-
ticements to hnld you back. If you even
ook back your mmd is divided, and you
never can go in with half your heart.
All or nouc. Noman having put his
hana to the plongh and lovking Dack is fit
(i. c.,is well put. Yfor the kingdom of Gad.
The whole question of your cternal wel-
fare is to be settled right at that narrow

door. Incideas salvation, outside is per-
dition ! The n ght cometh soon, and at

mightfall the gate is locked against you'!
Hasten your steps.
bath shut to the door, no human band
ocan open it. Knock caruestly, cnter
quickly. enter gladly® The first step
brings you into Christ, and the last step
will Iand you in Glory.

ABSENTEEISM.

What shall we do with our absentee
members? This guestion .every church
asks over and over,

tora.

The Church is one and it ought to be
enough to belopg to any section of it. 1f
in the providence of God a Christian re-
moves from his church,
wyal to the cause of Christ to transfer
his cennection to the church where he
resides and zoto work there.
should be no difficulty in doing this.
Denominational lines are so %oosely

drawn that one can readily find a place '
do his Master’s work and
strengthen  his brethren by nominal as -

where he can

well as actual fellowship. In very many,

rhaps most ca<es, if thisis not done
interest i3 lost and the brother or sister
becomes carcless, lukewarm or back-slid-
ing. Itisa consturt source of surprise
to we that I find so many who have been
memhers of churches, sometimes very
active members, who are now seldom
found in & church. And generally their
indifference may be trace
ure to identify themselves with some
church near which they live. They are

When the Master !

It is discusséd iv !
elder’s meetings, in classes, in Synods, -
in formal and informal gatherings of pas- |

it is far more .

And there !

to their fail.

thus largely without personal respensi-
Lility. gAn):] they fall g.way. pe

But this is not the only cause. All
this must be admitted. But this is not
all that must bo admitted. Another
causge is the inattention of pastors. We
are too lenient in the matter. We allow
ourselves to be flattered by the professed
attachment of our absentec members, and
we say ‘‘Well, when you find a church-
home send for your letter ;" whereas, we
should insist upon their finding a. church-
home near their places of abode. And
we shouvld do more than this. We should
learn the address of some pastor whose
church is near them and ask him to call
upon them. If we know some church
which our abseutces attend more fre.
quently than any other, or habitually,
write to"the minister and express your
desire thet Brother A. or Sister B.
ehould become a member of his church.
We know of oue pastor whose habit is it
i to write toall his absentees at lcast once
i a year and request them to send for their
letters. And we know that this same
pastor has more than once requested Eas
tors to visit people who move into thei
neigl.borhoo&e and get them into their
churches.

If we would systematically follow us
' this plan there wonld be more ~ctive an
i fewer dead church members ; more help-
fng forward the chariot and fewer riding ¢
. more carrying the lvad and fewer to
carried as so much dead weight; more
truly attact ed members and fev. er church
tramps.—Christian Intelligencer.

THE TWO KEYS.

During the excitement of the Wash-
ingtonian movement, Dr. Chambers, of
Philadelphia, delivered a temperance ad-
dress at Meunt Holly, N, J. 7he house
was packed to its utmost capacity.
Church people, drinkers, and saloon keep-
ers were all there together. In the course
‘ of his address Dr. Chambers said that
while walking along one of the streets of
the town that day he had seen a sign over
a saloon that had greatly impressed him.
The sign was two great iron keys crossing
each other atright angles, and that he
had read the sign thus: ¢One key is
to he used by the saloon-keeper to un-
lock the pockets of his customers so that
he can get all their money ; tlie other is
to open the door of the bottomless Pit,
into which he can hurl his victims atter
he has robbed them.” The saloon-keep-
erof ‘1" Xeys,’ who wasin the audi-
ence, was #0 enraged that he took down
. his rign, changed the name of his saloon,
' and sent the keys to Dr. Chambers.
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