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mecnt was rulcd ta kcep thc limes straighit. Mistakes
wcrc rubbed ont îîy puînicc stanc, and a wcighit was uscd
to kccp the skiîî Ilat. A kiîife also wvas at hand for the
nianks ta cut the p.rcîniient whcn neccssary.

'I'he nianastery librarians were the guardian af books,
-of boak.rolls. They liad to take care of the precious
things an which Sa nîuch timie and labour had been
spcnt, and as tic rolls becamie iîijured or worii, they lîad
ta niend and repair thcmn, as wcll as ta rcplenish the stock.

Books %vere theni vcry valuaýble, and vcry rare. 1
caine across an aid book this morning wlicrc I rend that
the library af Boltonî Abbcy liad bought thrce books iii
forty years, and 1 knio% that anc monk spent twenty-two
y'ears iii capying aut one book for the Eniperor Char-
lciagne.

They werc usually copied by order froni kings, nobles,
and church dignitaries, and the comnion people xîever
sav thcmr. A great maan inight borraw one if lie gave
an additional copy in return, and a hcavy penalty was
inflicted if it wcre lost.

Saine af these ancient nîanastery libraries had
gathcred as miany as from si\ hundrcd ta ane thousand
volumes or tolls. They were ail rolled as we do aur
maps now. If yau askcd for a book you gat a roll.
Being sa rare and sa costly, thcy were ecd kept in a
round box 'vith a Iid. This box was made of ccdar ta
kccp mathis away. Maths seem ta be ancient as well
as modemn.
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ivas therefore a collection of serolls, and a monastery
library was a large collectiaon of round ccdar baxes. In
these boxes yau might have seeîî the Holy Scripturcs,
Prayer Books, Missals, Psalters, Lcgcnds af the Saints,
Classics Latin and Greck, and a littie af wlîat was then
called philosaphy. That ivas about ail. Na nice
Stories, no Books of Advcnturc, no Bays' Books, or
Girls' Books,-and na YOUNG CANADIAN.

I can scarcely tell you ail the niateriais that boaks
have been made of. Slîcets of lcad, vcry rlîin and quite
flat, werc fashianable. By and by tliin sîteets of wood
caile in as a rival. They wcre clasped at the back
witiî rings ta keep themi iii trini order. Boaaks of this
kind alsa have been fannd iii Hcrculaneum, and in
beautiful condition.

These patient and pions lahorers did îîot confine
their attention ta the tisefuless ai the baoks they mnade,
but shewed their ingenuity and their taste in decoration.
TIhey miade fancy capitais. rhcy tîsed colours and gald
i caf. Thcy covcrcd thc waad with leatlier, and v2lvet.
They enbellishcd theni -with preciaus stancs. Thcy
nmade clasps for theni in gaid aîîd silver. They ide
special designs in metaI ta decorate thc front. Iii
every wvay that the science aîîd art of the day pcr-
mittcd, anl
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ivas a îvork of art, as well as a labour of lave.
How terrible ta think that but for wars, and the rires

that rcsultcd frain wars, we should have had înaiîy of
theni ta this day !

Do you wonder tiîat 1 ask, vau ta prize your books ?
Are yau surpriscd tlîat in setting ont upon aur Rend-

ing Club 1 should first af aIl havc drawn your at-
tention ta thc relation that ought ta exist between yau
and your books?

In those aid days neither you nor 1 would have been
wealthy or influential enougli even ta have a bokl in
aur hands.

Naw when wc can have theni s0 easily, let us tendcrly
handie theîîî, daintly openî theni, revcrentiy rend them,
and rcgrctfully close theni.

PATER.

HOW, WIIEN, WHERE AND WHY WE GOT
OUR BIBLE.

A Book of the Bible may bc-xst, genuiie ; 2ndl,
carrupi;* or 3rd, spurious. It is said ta bc geizuine when it
is proved ta have been written by the author whose naile
it bears. It is spoken ai as corr«tpi Mien the preserit text
varies froîîî what wc believe it once wvas. It is considcred
spuriôus when there is reason ta believe it 'vas flot written
b), thc authar whase naine is associated with it.

Printed copies of tic Old Testamient iii Hebrew are ta
bc found as, fax back as 1 488; and af the New Testament
iii Greck, dated 1516 ; and in Greek anîd Latin, 1514.
At tic tiîîîe tliese volumes were printcd, inhamimpipt copies
ai the Scriptures, thiat is, copies, wri(fen by, t/te ùand,
wcre iii the uassession ai most of tic public libraries
of Europe. They occupy the largest share af space in
tibrary catalagues af the z5th century. Dr. Kennicott,
îvho cdited a critical editian af the Bible in Hebrew,
gathered 63o of tliese written copies; and anatiier
scholar, De Rosse, for a similar wark, colccted 734 more.

Anl ancient Grcek or Roman book is belicved ta be
accurate if 2o, or even in some cases if ia, mianuscripts
have becîî examined iii its preparatian. A very fair
averagiýe for these ancient îvorks is 15 ianuscripts. For
Herodotus, for examiple, we have oiily 15 'MSS., and the
oldest dates oniy as far back as the xotli century. Yet
Herodotus is calid "The Father ai History,» and bis
writings are talkcd ai as iinmortal-that is, thîey can'zoi
die. Compare this ta the abundance ai the inaiîuscripts
ai tic Boaok of Books, and their mtîch greater age.
Thiose af tlicir Hebrcw Scriptures date chicfly froin A.D).
1o00 ta 1457, thougli sanie belang ta the 9th and even
ta thc 8th ccîîtury. The 'MSS. ai tic New Testament
arc older stil. TI'le British Mtîsen possesses a cele-
l)rate(. ojie, called tie A/exandrivz, containing bathl
Old and New Testaments in four volumes, which miust
have lîeen written before the close ai the 5 th century.
'l'le 14,tican MS., iii the libr-ary ai tlîe Vatican at Ronie,
belongs ta tic 4tii century.

As we reacli back ta these axîcient days, we derive
additional evidence of the genuinieness ai the Books af
the Bible froni »the writings af the early Fathiers af the
Church. Tiiese veîîerated men were tlîe teachers ai
the îiew laws ai Christ. Their duty ivas ta explain them
and ta enforce thern upan their disciples and students.
In thîcir writings quotatians are nmade îvitlî the greatest
care. Tfli vcry words ai the Sacrcd Writers are used,
and arc tue subject af inuch explanation and discussion.
Bâck 'a the 211d century aiter Christ Himîscîf, we can
trace tlîe writings ai these Fathers, amoîîg whom Gre-
gory, Origen, Jerome, Augustinie, are naines more or ls
knowîî ta ail oi us.

In nat fewer than 18o writers, wlîose works are still
cxisting, w~e find quotations froni the New Testament,
s0 numîcrous, that it lias been assertcd that, evcîi if the
arigiiîals hîad been dcstroyed, the fli] text ai tic New
Testament miglit be recavered fraîîî books wlîich ivere
written beCfore tic 7thl century. 'lli experinient lias
zictually been tricd by an eminent: tlîeoiogian, whîo con-
firms tic statement.
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