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CRITICISMS 0F THER CLUBBING SYSTEM.
OF~V 0 CiTV, i Oýt'N, AND COUNTRY PUll! hIîLRS ON TI iS QUILSTION.

P RINTER AND) 1'UILISFIER being anxious to obtain thecandid views of publishiers on the clubbing system will be
glad to hear from its readers ini short letters. rThe following are
presented as the first instalment of opinions upon the subjiect:

TRIri> ON A I.I.NIITEI. SCALE.

Vou have askcd me to give my opinion of clubbing, from a
country publisher's, not a policernan's standpoint. %Wel),
here it is:

I take very litile stock in it. 1 have fifty or a hundred of my
subscribers who, îvhen tihey are paying for Tite Signal at New
Years, ask me to get a city wveekly for tlîem, which I do, retain-
ing enough of the agent>s commission t0 pay for niy lime and
postage, and giving the remainder of the commi3sion, if there be
any, t0 the old subscriber, just to show that 1 arn flot working a
skiîî game on him, and have no liard feelings.

Any of mny suhscribers can gel me t0 order any newspaper
on earth, in connection with The Signal, on condition that I do
not lose anything, even a 3c. postage stamp, by the deal.
That's what I'm here for-For the good that I can do, as the
years go rolling by, s0 10 spenk.

Every year, 1 get a raft of circulars from the cihies with
offers to club their sheets with mine, and telling me what a pile
of fat there is ini it for me, if I will act as their cinvassing,
collecting and advertising agent in this locality ; and every year
1 make a note of their offers, takîng the rates of the papers that
1 know some of my subscribers will ask for, and attend to my
own affairs, and let the fellows in the city attend to theirs.

1 have tried chromo business, the bonus edition, the
almanac, the calendar, and one or two other fakes that I would
not like to name-as rny friends of lte prcss association would
think I was Ileasy'> for being caught wvith them-and 1 find
that te best way 10 work up a list is ta give one's attention
towards niaking his own p.per a Ilnews " paper, and let other
fellows run their own shows to suit themselves.

1 don't do much business in clubbing with other papers,
and don't think it pays anyone to, do it 10 an>' great extent.
IlThem's my sentymints,> and I've nailed them to the office
towel.

A TOWN DANXA PUBLIISIIER 'S OPINIUN.

I have always been opposed to cluhhing with city papers. I
have been thiiiking, of course, specially of the interests of
country weidlies; but 1 question very rnuch if, looking at the
interests of the big city wveeklies, circulation got at the low
price of their clubbing rates is worth having. The ordinary
weekly edition of the big cîîy dailies is, to a great extent, the
rival of lte larger local or provincial weeklies, and, when the
latter club with the former and boom such clubbing rates, they
merely work for the interests of othiers, and not their owvn. 1
see only one advantage ta country weeklies ini clubbing with
other papers-it does enable us ta gel our subscripîion lists on
to something like, if not entirely, a cash basis. This is a con-
siderablc gain. But wlîat is te use of discussing tlie question

unless local publishers cati agrce to act logether, which they
nleyer can ? Whien ane local publishier runs clubbing rates, bis
rivals must follow suit, or suifer. We lîeld out for years against
chibbing, for a lim-e îvîth the co.operatioiî of our neiglîbors;
but at lenigtli we were forced to yield. Last year we ran Iaw
clubbing rates with half a dozen oulsîde papers. It did flot
incre.ise aur circulation 10 any appreciable extent, but probably
kept up the circulationî in our district of tiiese city papers. WVe
would much rather stand on our own bottom-but necessity,
whiclî is anoîher name for senseless and illegitimate com-
petition, bas no law.

A CITY 'VIiISIILR'S viMw
lly P. Dt. Ros Ottawa Journal.

Being thte publisher of a paper in a city of moderate size,
and iîot, as 3et, professing t0 turn out an article which I can
feel could gain much outside of my local territory, 1 don't
believe it worth while 10 bother about clubbing. It is true there
are local weeklies in my territory with which the clubbing
systemt might be tried, but so long as the terriîory is compact,
we can work il by direct inducernents or by canvassing, and if
we give a club rate 10 the local publisiier, he verv possibly rakes
in a good many of our former direct subscibers.

Our semi-weekly has clubbed sometimes wiîh a farm paper.
That cannot lose us anything to speak of; il may be advan-
tageous to circulation, though we cannot say thit resulîs have
have ever been striking; and we are philanthropie enough Io
believe that it is worth our while to facilitate farming reading for
our farmers. This feeling is just sîrong enough to induce us to
use a farrn paticr at limes when we wouldn-* trouble with any
other.

AN OPINION FRO.NI TIIE \%EE..KLY STANDIIOINT.

iiy Msr. Tbompsosi, of The Thorold Post.

You ask for my views on the question of clubbing with
contemporaries. Frankly, I cannot say that 1 have formu-
lated any very extended or very fixed views an the subject.
Some years ago I dabbled considerably with the plan, trying it
fromt year to year, sometimes getting Up quite a list, and, again,
trying 10 push one or two. But I tiever could see that it had any
appreciable effect, beneficial or otherwise. In short, the experi-
ment, or experiments, were disappointingly barren of resuits
that would aid to conclude for or against.

1 suppose that means il was flot satisfactory as 10 ils boom-
ing qualities. At aIl events, I gave it up. The few naines I
had t0 foruvard were flot new namnes for my own list, but rny
own sure subscribers, wha s,,.îply got their city papers a little
cheaper, and I did the transmitting for them. If it wvas a real
benefit 10 a considerable number, even that way, il would be a
sort of satisfaction. But 1 can only think that, for paperLsJf
the rank of Trhe Post-that is, practically, the rural papers-it
is itot worth wvhile.

As 10 the effects of the system in those cases the clubbers
talk about, where one country paper sent themn 50 many hun-
dred namcs, etc., of course, I cannot speak, neyer lîaving "lbeen
there." But I have always thoughît that, ta have a rural paper
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