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CHEAPER NEWSPAPERS.

Fditor Patxys ke aND Puntisnrk:

S, -Never in the history of journalism were newspapers so
cheap as shey are to-day, and it is generally conceded that the
time will soon come when they will be universally sold at one
cent.

In many of our towns and cities they are now being sold at

“one cent; in fact, more than ever before.

News-print was never so cheap as now, and type-setting ma-
chines are lessening the cost of composition, so that to-day a
paper can be produced at alinost om:.-lmlf the cost it could a
decade ago.

Quitc a number of the country weeklies are clubbing with
the city wecklies for $1.23 and $1.33, and several have gone as
low as $1,

‘The Montreal Weekly Witness advertises three papers, from
November 1 to January, 1396, for only $2, which is practically
1 gent a copy.

Then look at The Toronto Weekly Mail, which is advertised
at 50 cents a year, and The Farm and Fireside the same price.
These papers are almost entirely filled with reading matter, so
that subscnibers get bag value for theis money.

If the paper of the future is to be sold at the above price it
must be for cash, and not pay any-time you like, and sometimes
never-pay-at-al.

A Beukver iy tHe Oxe CeNT Parek.

[PrINTER aNp Punnisuek is not an advocate of cheaper
newspapers.  The publishers of country weeklies who are reduc-
ing prices are making a great mistake.  They cannot expect to
compete with the big city weeklies, whose reading matter costs
them nothing, for it is simply transferred from their daily. The
publisher of the country weekly has his cditorial and compos-
ing room cxpenscs to pay, and these cannot be reduced without
injuring his paper. A\ good live local paper need never reduce
its ratcs ; people will have it at any reasonable pnce.  Itis better
to charge old prices and make up the difference by improving
the chamcter of the paper. We have a well edited weekly paper
on aur desk now, four pages, cach about the size of this one;
they have no difficulty in getung $15 ayear for it.  Another
paper of a sinular character, 16 pages, and badly edited, has a
less number of subscribers, though it is only $1 a year.—BEn.]

RESOLUTIONS BY THE Q. P. A.

On December 18th the Quebiee Press Association passed
two resolutions, as follows: .

“That we, the members of the Press Association of the Pro-
vince of Qucbec, hereby join with other citizens in expressing our
sense of sorrow that the Premier of the Dominion has been re-
moved by death so suddenly from his carcer of usefulness to the
Dominion and honor 10 himself; and, further, that our heart-
felt sympathy be extended to Lady Thompson and her family in
their bereavement.

“ Resolved, that this association tender to the Hon. Mac-
kenzie Bowell their congratulation tha* he has been called to
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the high position of Premier of Canada, and that as a member
of the press he has done credit to the profession during a long
career of public service, crowned by sterling qualities, which
have for their foundation the patriotic desire of a Canadian citi-
zen to do his duty.

“ Resolved, that the secretary forward to the press and to
Mr. Bowell the above resolution.”

‘These resolutions were carried unanimously, and a copy of
the first was ordered to be sent to Lady Thompson.  Mr. Tre-
sidder, the new president, presided.

CHEAP ADVERTISING.

CreME DE 1A CrEME CiGar Co. .
MoxTreaL, DEC. 19, '94.
Dear Sig,—\We write to ascertain your lowest cash price tor
our six inch cut in everyissue of all editions of your journal for
one year. M

We are advertising in a few papers through an advertising
agency here; have also bargained with a lot of country papers
to run this advertisement one year for a box of cigars, and ol
course, would prefer to pay all our advertising in trade, never-
theless, if your figure is low enough we will pay cash,

Business generally has been so dull during the last year that
manufacturers’ profits are cut down to almost nothing ; for in-
stance, we are at present wanufactuning a2 hne of cigars, five for
ten ceuts, so you see there is little margin for advertising, much
less for agents® commissions, therefore, we go to you direct.  1f
your price is not such as we can afford the correspondence must
end here, as we are getting quotations from a greater number of
papers than we expect to use, and will, quite naturally, select
those that give us most for the money. The advertising must
start before the 15th January, if at all.

In your reply be good enough to state your actual circula-
tion.

Your respectfully,

CreME pE 1A CrEME CiGar Co.

This letter has been received by a number of newspapers in
Canada from the Creme de la Creme Cigar Co., 145-151
Maurice street, Montreal. A box of cigars will probably cost,
say, $1.50. It will be interesting to note what papers value their
space at $1.50 for six inches, which is equivalent to 25¢. an
inch for 32 insertions. Unlike most firms which make such
ridiculously low offers, this company is thoroughly reputable.
No doubt they have heard that there were publishers who had
no idex of the value of their space—who would refuse no offer,
no matter how low. Happily, such publishers are gradually
disappearing, and their places are being taken by men who run
their papers on business principles.

——

THE BROWN BROS., LTD.

“The Brown Bros., Ltd., Toronto, are doing a rushing business
in account books. Despite the fact that they had already on hand
a big stock to meet the demand at the first of the year, their
factory is still pushed to keep up with the orders coming in.

The “Bufff Bazil ™ backed letter book is a new and hand-
somely gotten up article they are just now offering the trade.
The paper in this book is of superfine quality.

Their stock of flat papers and printers’ supplies are well
assorted, as usual. .




