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MINING—Continued.

AuvstraLta—Coufirmatory news hasboen recoived, asys the Sydunoey Herald,
which shows that a cousiderablo amounnt of piyablo gold has alrealy bien
obtained, including nuggets averaging in weight {rom half an ounce to 100
ounces. Specimons have alroady renched Syduey. Tho gold appears to be but
slightly water-worn, and can not havo traveled far from the matrix, It is
good color, resombling that from tho Palmer and Northern Quecnsland
fiolds, and it Lrings a high market price. A rush har already set in from
Western Australin and from Now South Wales. Large numbers of (liggors,
storekoepers, and others, have found passagoe around westward, while others
from “Victoria, New Zealand, cts., have arrived in Sydney, whenco steamers
are spocially laid on, most of which will call at the Queonsland posts en
route to pick up additional miners. The two places of debarkation aro
Port Derby (King's Sound) and Cambridge Gulf. -

. Mr. Dorby, a merchant, writing on March 30th, says :—* About oight
men have made their way in from the gold-ficlds. They roport about forty
men up thero. They have comein to buy mtions. It is going to be the
largest field in Australia, All the men who ave in have gold with them, but
thay aro keeping it dark, snd have ouly brought in enough for their waunts,
I bought eighty-four ounces from two men yesterday, twenty two ounces
from another, clovon ounces from another, and soven ounces from anothor.
Wae heat of another party close to here that has 240 ounces with it, one piecs
weighing nineteen ounces. It is a beautiful sample of gold, quite as good
a8 the Palmer gold. What we have purchased ruuns from five ounces to one
ouuce, the pieces being all water-worn, except one parcsl, which was evi-
deutly got on the surface from a rough leader. All I am afraid of is a big
rush of men with no money.”

The laboring white men domand 15s. a day for ordinary work, aud it is
very difficult to obtain the services of blacks. Chineso labor isalso scarce
at present. A few miles from Derby, Mr. Dorby saw a number of alligators
in a river, and ho has scen snakes also vervy frequently, somo of them being
very long. He says that 150 wiles of the 300 that divide Derby from the
diggings is over a boggy track. The belief that the fiold will prove one of
the most permanent and paying that has yet Leen discovered in any part of
the world grows daily ; and as it has beon estimated by Mr. Hardman, the
government geologist of Western Australia, that an auriferous area of coun-
try exteuding over some 3500 or 4000 miles oxists, thore appears to bo
ground for the opinion. Mobs of horses are got together for dispatch, and
wilch cows and cattle will be sent to the landing ports. Several hundred
sheep aro alco sent to provide for temporary requirements. The latest infor-
mation is a telegram from Peith, which states that a miner named Morgan
has returned to Port Derby with a large quantity of gold, including a nug-
get weighing two and a half pounds of solid gold.

CoxreriTioN IN PETROLEUN.—In all probability, the oil-fields of Bur-
mah, which country was recently annexed to the English Indian possessions,
will be explored so soon as that country becomes settled, which, with tho
force that the English can put into the field, ought to boe within a very few
months, Theso ficlds, says the Stockholder, have been ouly very cruduly
and partially explored, but have been of importance for hundreds of year,
and the only thing that has delayed their development has been the
wretched systemn of government of the native kings.  Fhis distriet is located
in the geographical center of tha case trade, and on all oil pruduced there
a ssving of from 3 to 4 cents a gallon would be made in the cost of trans
portation, as against shipments from Americt. The route to aud from the
fislds is all water, and labor, cheap, reasonably iutelligent, nad fiiely traat
worthy, cau casibly be obtained. It is not at all likely that kughsh enter-
prise will permit this valuable deposit to remain in the hands of natives,
when very large profits can be oblained at a comparatively small ountlay, and
it is reasonably certain that, within a yoar or two at the utmost, the Ameri-
can exporter can count on ahother forvign competitor. What the onteome
of the Suxkin District will be is snother matter; but if there be any coun-
siderable deposit of oil there, the English may be depended upou to utilize
it. The nearest refinery to Suukim is at Fiume, at the head of the Adriatic,
in Austria, and distant from Suakim from 2,300 to 2,500 miles.- It isabout
800 miles from Suvakim to Port Said ut_the Mediterranean. Accounts from
Europe all agree that the Itussians are pushing their preparations to Jand
their oil in Europo most onergetically, and the cable has announced that an
Austris-Hungarian compiny his cbiained 2 moaopsly of shipping the oil
westward by the Black Sea route. Tank steamo:s are building to supply
the Raltic and English markets, while those interested in the Russian article
are now doing their best to get it to market. It must bo admitted that their
oporations have been very slow, and the English may be expected to do
moro in the way of doveloping and wmarketing the products of Egypt and
Burmah in three years than the Russians have succeeded in doing in thelast
twonty. . At present prices of rofined oil, the importers of Western
Europe do not fear any close competition with the American article ; hut it
is hardly longer a question with refiners and exporters here how much prices
can be advanced this year, but tho more important one is, how much longer
Anyorica’s foreign trade can be held. .

Among the more valusble and interesting provincial blue books are the
roports for the dopartment of mines of Nova Scetin. The Province has an
activo, effective and loarned official, in the person of Edwin Gilpin, the
ingpector of mines, Mr. Gilpin is an accompiished geologist, a careful sta-
tistician, can turn his hand offectively to any sort of mannal and engineering
work about & mine, and is able to prepare an official roport with iuformation
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JOHN P. GRIFFIN,

Bookseller, Stationer, Newsdealer, &
1T JACOB STREET, IIALIFAX.

Cheap Reading, Seasides, Sixpenny and Shilling Books, &,
Cheap Office Stationery, Foolscap, Bill Cap,

Envelopes, Pens, Ink, etc., etc.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.
Send for Samples and Prices.

Subscriptions taken for all the Magazines and Stovy Papers,

MACDONALD & CO.
- "BRASS FOUNDERS,
STEAM & HOT WATER ENGINEERS
. ——MANUFACTURERS OF —
STEANM ENGINES AND BOILERS.
MINING MACHINERY PROMPILY PROVIDED.

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW.
HALIPAZ, N. S.

HEADQUARTERS FOR

MOUNT VERNON COTTON DUCKS,
YARMGUTH COTTON DUCKS.

JOSEPH GUNDRY & CO'S

DBest Salmon Twine, Seal P'wine, twisted, )
Patent Top'd Salmon T'wine, Seal Srawl, do -
Salmon “I'raw) ‘T'wine Mackerel T'wine,
Tr ut Twines, Caplin ‘s'wines,
Muilett Twines, Herring “Iwines,
Net Norsels, Net Marline,
Cotton Nets, Hemp Nete,

MULLET SEINE'NETTING; ENGLISH SEINE NETTING.

BUCHANAN'S Hand Line and Traw] Hooks
THE DARTMOUTH ROPE WORK CO'S Pure Manilla Rope, Sisal Rope, MM
Manilla Rope, Heinp Rope, Lobster Marline, etc , eto

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.
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ALEX. KEITH & SON.

" MANUFACTURURS AND IMPORTERS OF

India Pale Ale and Porter,
ENGLISH ALE & BROWN STOUT.

LOWER WATER STRELET, HALIFAX.




