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THE CRITIC. '

[ronr TuE cRriTIO].
HOW I SECURED A BONANZA.

(A Story of the Nova Scotia Gold Ficlds.)

Charter 1V.—Continued.

His purents both died, and us no traco of him could be found, his sistor
had taken possession of tho property. Ono day, to the surpriso of overyono,
ho had turned up as an employes in a travelling circus, and claimed and
had al once been given his share of the property.  Since then ho had been
on a protracted spree, and his wild eyes and haggard countenance showed
that he was still keeping it up, During his wanderings he had joined the
United States Regular Avimy, and was with tho first troops that arrived on
tho ficld after tho Custer massacre. 1o had u pumber of Indian curios,
relics, ho said, of that sad ovent, but I must coufess that they reminded me
most vividly of Niagara. o gavoe us n cordial welcome, placed cigars and
overy kind of liyuid, both temporate aud tle roverse, bufore us, und asked
us to help oursulves. Setting tho example ho poured out n goblet of liquor
and dmined it to its Jost drop. Wo mixed hot drinks and slowly sipped
them, whilo our host guvo us scones from “ Ten Nights in a Dar Room,” a
play in which ho had taken n leading purt while belonging to an mmy
amatour theatrical company. The performance was too real to be ploasad,
and it was a relief when he bad fimished, and proceeded to give us a
recitation from Shakospeare. 1 shall never forget tho scone : T'ue low voom,
from which the plaster had fallen in places, dimly lighted by a spruttering
candle, Ralph and Dave sipping their grog and occasionully applunding, and
Popsy hugging thd stove and casting occasional disdainful glances, in 1o
humor to enter into the sport ; whils Brandon stood in the centre of thej
room, and with dishoveled bair and fruntic gesture, poured out a flood of;
oloyuence, Iinally he broke into sony, nnd m u fine clear voice spoy
sevoral patriotic airs.  Wo joined iu the chorus, und with uplified glassesy
concluded the entertainment by drinking the health of our host.

Poor fellow <he forcibly recatled the scepe in * Casto” whore Caplain
Haywtree asks old Lccles whethor, if he wero sent to Jorsey or Guernsey, or
soma pluce where liguors wers cheap, ho could drink himself to death in a
yoar; and old Ticclos in his inimitable manner replies, L don’t know, Lut
l,ll tr}.." 3

As he refused all yemuueration we left a hbeml contribution under a
plate and continued on onr wuy. ]

Dave did not wish {o reach Halifux before half past nine, s0 we loitered
along expecting Lthat Jake Relim would pass us on his rpad to the cuy. Ho
did not, however, and our mining friend was convineed that he must have
reached his gonl by water.

Sleopy, tired out, and covered with wud, but buoyed up with hopes of
speedy fortune, we finally diove into Dartmouth, aund directing our driver
whore fo send the game, hurried abuird the ferry.

~ Strangers visiting Halifax ou a dismal, foggy duy, are sure to pronounce
it the dreariost holo in Christendom. ‘I'ho melancholy ofticos and reading-
1ooms of the hotoly, the dull desoited streets, nnd the dingy, smoky
atmosphore, all combine to make it & perfect pwigatory, and if the visitors
leave beforu a chunge of weather takes place, they are apt to give the city a
wide berth in the futwre.

It wax ob just such 2t morning that we lunded fiom the ferry and inmed
intely sequrated.  Ralph :nd Dave to visit the Mines’ Oflice, and 1 tv hurry
to my den in search of cash. JU was a scarce article, but I managed to
scrape together twenty dollars.  Kepunug to the Proviueml Building 1
expected to find a crowd of esgar meon around the doors of the Mines’
Oflice, instead, “darkness there aud nothing more,” its gluomy corridors
were desated. .

Eutoring the eftico, my friends and the cletk were the only eccupanta.
Dave was at « desk with u bunch of binnk appheatious bstore un.  He
was evidently in great difliculty, having wiitten and totn up several papers,
I was on uettles, as it was five minumtes of ter, and | could not write wy
application wutil be bud finished hiz” 1 glanced nervously at the duor
expecting every wowent that Jake Relm would cowe in  Dave finally
finished his application and handed it to Ralph who copied it "in his tinm
bold hasud. 1t was for fifty arcas in the ** Lake Cutcha® yold distriet,
commencing at a tres matked D, V. (I found out afterwards that the ipitials
were most appropriate) near the gulch at Fast Chezzateouk, thenee, ele., etc.,
the usual form. I pow seized a pen and wrote out two applications for
thitty uicas cach, commencing at the angles of property applied for by
David Victor. My hand trembled with oxcitement and U could sesrcely
write, Theclock was on the first stroke of ten as 1 finished, s0 hastily
foldivg ten dollay in each application [ sprang to the clerk’s desk.  Still no
vne came, and ot the last stroke of the clock our applications were tendered,
receipls were given, and the Donanza was ours?

A week went by, during which my gold fever had almost vanished, but
I still had lingering hopes that the property might prove valuable. .

Dave Imd lingered around rather suspiciously for aday or two, and then
had 1eturned to Chezzeteeek to open up the lead and procure somo rich
specimens, and wugh of my enthusiasin had oczed out with his departure.

At Jast he retwiued, and the moment I saw his woe begone visage. and
heand tho meurnful tones of his voico, I kuew that a climax had been
reached, aud prepared for the worst.

“What nows, Dave!”

ARVAN I
W. B. REYNOLDS & C0O.
HEADQUARTERS FOR
Gold Mining Supplies,
Colliery Supplies,
Fishing. Supplie::

-ANDb -~

GENERAL HARDWARE

AT VERY LOWESE PRICES.
W, B, REYNOLDS & CO, -

238, 240 and 242 Lower Water Street.

- — -

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW,

HALIPAZX, N. S.
HEADQUARTERS FOR

MOUNT VERNON COTTON DUCKS,
YARMOUTH COTTUN DUCKS.-

JOSEPH GUNDRY & CO’'S.

Seal Twine, twisted,
Seal Sranl, do .
Mackerel L'wine,
Caplin T'wines,
Herring ‘U'wlnes,
Nelbklarllu:.
Hemp Nets,

INGLISH SEINE NETYING.

Hest Sulmon Twine,
Patemt 1op'd Salmon Twine,
S.admon T'rawl ‘I'wine
T'e ut Twines,
Mullett "I'wines,
Net Norsels,
Cotton Nets,

MULLET SEINE NEPTTING;

.BU(,:HAL\'A.\"S Hand Line and Prawl Hookx

THE DARTMOUTH ROPE WORK CO'S Pure Manilla Rope, Sisal Rope, uy
Manilla Rope, Howp Rope, Lolister Marling, ete., ete,

v CORRESPONDEXNCE SOLICITED,

MACDONALD & CO.
BRASS FOUNDERS,
STEAM & HOT WATER ENGINEERS
-—MANUFACTURERS OF—

STEAM ENGINES AND BOILERS.

——

MINING MACHINERY PROMPTLY PROVIDED,

—

-

- )
RPALRE R A

ALEX. KEITH & SON,

MANUPACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

India Pale Ale and Porter,
ENGLISH ALE & BROWN, STOUT.

{ Tv be Cuntinued.)

LOWER WATER STREET, HALIFAX.




