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FENIANISM AGAIN.

" With tho approach of Spring wo are again
treated to a Foftian scare, which soemns to
have bocoms a periodical dccurrenco. Tho
Fonigns, it is truo, aro not oltogethor idle,
but that thoy will attempt any movement
on Canada at an oarly day is very improbable,
Tho fct of the matteris that this conspiracy,
liko sil provious humbugs of tho same kind,
is gradually dying out, and only requires to
bo loft alone to porish igndbminiously. Like
tho scorpion surrounded by fire it is turning
its poison wpon itself; and, from the viru.
lonce of the venom of the reptile, we may
safely anticipate an ocarly Soceaso. Tho
sources from which it drew its strength aro
no longer- available, and with the triumph
of the Republican party in the United States
the destruction of Fénisnism ‘is cortain.
Indeed it would nevor have risen to any
importance wore it not for the violent poli.
tical struggles which have lately convulsed
the neighburing Republic. Each party, in
its struggle for power, sought overy avail-
ablo means to increaso its strongth, and th-
ultra Irish or Fenian element is ono not to
bo despised by such politicians as sway the
dostinies of tho Amorican union  But, while
they may use Fenianism as a weapon in
pacty warfare, it is certuin beyond a doubt
that did the conspiritors meditato and pro-
§ coad to any ovért det of aggression thastvong
} hand of Federal anthority would be imme.
diately put forth, as on former occasions, to
vindicats the majesty of 'the Yaw; and pre.
vent tho pessibility of an embroilinent with
Great Britain. Fenlanism, as we undorstand
it, is altogethor dietinct and foreign ¢ v Ire.
3 land and the Irish proper, as it is froi. an.
ada and tho Canadigns. ' Trishmen in (ro.
[l 1and, who agitate for reform in the admin-
§ istration. of the’ affiirs of their country arg
R vastly difforent from the irresponsible row-
B dies who gothiore froni the United Siates
B for tho prosecution of objects which it is
8 hard to understand how any:sohsible man
§ could contomplate. ‘Thérefors it is neces-
§ sary to keep in mind, in dealing with the
B subject, the difference batweon the native
8 discontented Irishman and the foreige 23.
B gressive Fenian. The wrongs of ‘which thoe
former complain may not and, a3 a general
§ thing, not affect -his loyalty, the wrongs
of the latter are purely imaginary and senti.
g mental. And while the British Governmant
i sro willing and desirous {o ameliorate the
R condition of tha one, they are wisely indaf
ferent to the mouthings of the other; tinless,
R 25 0 the Manchdster and Clarkehwell ont-
i rages, thoy proceed to acts of violence which
§ ring upon them the,abhorience of'all right
minded people, .and: the just vengeanca-of
M the law. TR RTINS R ';: ','“_
R Wien, in 184548, $he lerrible calamities
B famine and pestilence destroyed:fully one
flourth of the wholo population of Irgland; o

worst of motives, instilled tho idea that all
tho misory and suffering thoy endured woro
direotly traccablo to Lnglish misgovoin.
ment. And thoso san. persons, finding this
hatred of England a conveniont lover to
their hands in their new found nationality,
exerted its power for the furtherance of
objects totally distinot from any connection
with Iroland. Tho gullibility of tho Irish in
the United States was never botter displayed
than in thig instance, and it is astonishing
how such a number of pcople coutd allow
their fecling nnd sentiments to Lo system-
atically traded upon and still romam so blind
as not to sco it. Ifowover it may be regard-
ol in England, to us in Canada ¥enianism 18
more than a political bugbear; for wo have
suffered and ave still suffering from it, not
only from tho expense it entails upon our
limited resources, but .rom tho alarmts
existence crentes along our open and oxten-
sive borders. Indeed wo cannot but think
that, in dealing with this and kindred sub.
jects, tho Government of 4ireat Britain has
shown more than forbearance with the
United States. The pooplo of Canada,
peaceable, industrious and law-abiding, can.
not conceive why they should be harassed
and annoyed Ly an irresponsible horde of
ruflians with whose grievances they hiave no
connection whatever. A common respect
for justico and intermational law should
compel the United States Government to
prevont thoso misguided peopla from con.
tinuing their nefarious practices. But 1t
would bo hard to expect a caln and dispas.
sionato consideration of this guestion n the
United States, at the present time, Such
belng tho case there is but one way to deal
with Fonianism in Canada, and thatis by

to all taken in connection with its move.
vpents. - ‘
Wo are aware that a dash upon our bord.
ers has long been meditated by the more
detormined and active members of this
organisation, and that for this purpose thoy
have collected considerable yuantities of
warlike dlores at various points along the
borders; but our Government is well advis.
ed of all their doings, and such dispositions
have been and aro being made to meot them
that thore is little need to boalarmed at any
threat wo may hear of raids from aver the
border. Pertinent to this subject n writer
in Blackwood remarks:—¢ Although these
noble colonies positively swam with Irish-
men, Fenianism is scarcely known except
through the newspaper, which narrates its
doings in the United SteZ:s and in tngland
and Ireland; and that if any invasion of the
territories by tho American Fenians were to
be attempted, every man's hand would be
against them, and that pcoplo of English
Scottish, Insix and French descent woulci
with oné unanimous. purpose. turn out e
masse 1o ropel,and punish-the aggression.”
That this is perfactly true the Fenians in
tho United States are well convinced,
that, however-they may talk, there is littlo
danger of thpir doing anything. Tt would
be & positive benefit if they would come in

iave the satisfaction of wiping them.out.

Bregular oxodus of the prople was, made to
Bimerica, thers were peb;'ﬁo who, from the

completely @andi ko /have done with them
forever.

rigid and stern administration of the laws

ood round force that our Volunteers might.

{ COL. MACDOUGALL'S REPORT. i

———

The Ad utant Genoral's Rovort on the
state of tho Militta for tho yoar 1867 has been
racelved by us from tho offico of Routincand
BRecords, It commences by tho statomont
that sinco tho spring of 1896 tho Voiunteor
Forco of Untario and Quebeo has increased
fromi a nominal strength of 19,597 mon to
33,754 men.  This s o very gratifying fact
and spoaks woll for tho apirit of the Volun.
teors, when thoe disadvantages they had to
labour under aro takon nto considoration ;
and which 18 inmediately roferred to. Tho
formation of the county Companics into
Batlalions is briclly roferred to, althongh
this was & move much required to make tho
forco really effoctive.  Col. Macdougall
says .—* The forco is for tho most part fairly
cfliciont, and animated by o good spivits but
itis a fact that the Volunteors generally
aro looking forward with hopeful expocta.
tion to the removal, by Legislature, of those
irrogularities in the pressure -of military
servico from which they consider themselves
to suffer.” Of these inequalities the Adju-
tant General furthor remarks:—The men
cntertain tho feeling that their military
service subjects them to a burthen of.ox-
penseand inconvenience, which is not shared
by other classes of tha community. A Vol
unteer contributes in tho same proportion
with thoso other classes of the commurity
towards the expense.of.the military estab.
lishments of the country, but he gives his
porsonal service int.addition.” In.times of
peace thisservice ¢¢ isaslittle onerous as pos-
sible. Butitis far otherwise when, owing
to any emorgency, tlio Volunteer- is-placed
on active scrvico for a4 continuous period.”’
These and all the other. * inequalities”
enumerated by Colonel Macdougall-ure the,
same as have been; frequently. pointéd ‘out
in the pages of the, Raview, snd ho ondorses
the axiom long ago laid down, {that all
citizens should, gorxtribute equally in pro-
portion to their powess.towards the burthens
imposed for tho dafonds .of the country.”
And wo agres with him in what he says
that :—** The only gound basis on which, in
a country tike Canads, any.successful sys—
tem of compulsory. Militia service can be
erected, is the practical recogmtion of the
principle that every man not actually con.
tributing his personal service during any
one year, should pay & tax in money which
should hearsome prop srtion to the property
for which the militar; force of the country
ia ;to afford protetction.” To remedy the
evils pointed out and ensura careful per.
formance of Milwis service, Col. Macdougall
suggests:—* Either a general tax, propor
tionate to property must be imposed on all
not actually serving, “supposing the service
to bocompulsary. 'Or,in the caso when tho
servico is by voluntary enlistments, tho rate
of pay awarded to the Militiaman must be &
real compensation for ‘the loss of time en-
tailed on him by his military duties.”” In
thus comingto the point the Adjutant Gen-




