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TUE ABYSSINIAN CAPTIVES.

The following extracis from thio dinry of
Dr Blanc, one of the Abyssinian captives
who was appointed to convey thoe Queen's
lettor to Thoodore, are very nteresting and
wo are sure will be nceeptable to our readers,

“Tn tho valley Letwoen the Iulls n large
hody of cavalry. nbout 10.UvU strong, formed
a double line, hetween whichwo advanced.
On our right, dressed in gorgeous array, al.
most all bowing the silver shield and the
bitwa, the horses adorned with richly plated
bridles, stood the whole of the officers of his
Majosty's army and household, the govern.
ors of provinces and of districts. &c. All
ware mounted—some on really noble look.
ing animals—tributo from the plateaux of
Gedgars and the highlands of shoa.  Un the
left tho corps of cuvalry was darker, but
more compact than its aristocratic vis a-vis.
‘The horses, though on the whole perhaps
less gracetul, woro strong and in good con.
dition ; and s eing their iron ranks we could
well understend how thunder.stricken the
poor scattered peasants must Le when The.
odorus, at tho head of the well armed and
well mounted bands of ruthless followers
suddenly appears among thewr pcncufui

. homes, and, belore his very presence 1s sus.
pected, has come, destroyed, and gune. In
the centro. opposita to us, stood Ris Enged-
ah, the Prime Minister. distinguished from
all by his [iemlom aly appearance and the
great simplicity of his attire. Barchoaded,
the shama girded in token of respect, he
delivered the Imperial messago of welcome,
translated into Arabic by Samuel, who stood
by him. and whose finely chiselled features
and intellectual countenanceat once pro.
claimed his superiority over the ignorant
Abyssinians, Compliments delivered, Ris
and ourselves mounted and advanced to-
wards the Imperial tents, preceded by the
body of mounted grandees and followed by
the cavalry. Arrived at the foot of the hill,
we dismounted, and wero conducted toa
small red flinnel tent pitched for our recep-
tion on the ascent itself. “There wo rested
for a while, and partook of a slight collation.
Towards 3 0'clock we were informed that the
Emperor would receive us. We ascended
the hill on foot, escorted by Samuel and
sovoral otler ofticers of the Imperial house
hold. - 8 s00n as we reached thesmall plateau
on the sumnut, an officer broughtus renew.
ed greetines and compliments from lus
Majesty. Wo advanced slowly towards this
beauutul ducbar tent of red and yellow silk
between & double line of gunners, who, on
a signal, fired a salute very creditable to
their untaught skill. Arvived at thoen-
trance of the tent, the Emperor agiin in-
quired after our health and welfare. Having
acknowledged, withdue respect.lus courteous
ingui-ies, wo advanced towards tho throne,
and delivered into his hands the letter from
her-Majesty .he Queen, The Emperor re.
ceived it civilly, and told us to sit down on
thesplendid carpets thit covered the ground.
The Emperor was geated on an alga, wrapt
up to the eyesin a shamn, the sign of great
ness and power in Abyssinia. Un his right
and left stood four of his principal officors,
clad in rich and gay silks, and behind him
watched one of his trusty famihars, holding
a double barrelled pistol in each hand. Tho
King mado afew compliments about the

Earopean prisoners, and regretted that by
their conduct tliey had interrupted tho |
friendship formerly exisung between the
two nations, lle was happy to sce us,
and hoped that all would be well agan,
After a few compliments had been exchang- '

cd, on the plea that wo must bo tired, hav.
ing come 80 far, wewere allowed to depart.
Wo remained with the Emperor from the
28th Junuary to 5th February. During that
period wo wore treated with the ntmost
courtesy, hiad tho honov of several yivate
intervicws, and were nbundantly suppliod
with bread, shoep, cows, and money.  Iis
Mnajesty nccompanied us sovoral stages to
wards tho ‘Tana Sea, as Kourata had been
ixed upon as our place of residenco until
tho arrival of our countrymen from Mag
dala.  On the first day’s march wo wero loft
behind on acerunt of our luggage, and had
+ good oppurtunity of experiencing what it
is to teavel with an Abyssininn army.  The
.ighting men were in  front with the King.
Lut tho camp followers—numboring on that
seension about 250,000, encumbered as thoy!
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ira with the tents and provisions of the sol

diers—cauno moro slowly behind, It is
Imost impossible to describe the crush and
confusion  that frequently took pluce. I'or
example, when o sinnll river has to bo for
ded, or whena singlo footpath lends toa
long aud steep incline of alinost naked rocks,
thiousands heaped togother push, scresin,
d vainly indeavour to penetrato tholiving |
wall, always increasng as the mules and
Jdonkeys get more frightened, and the mud

dy banks of tho stream moro slippery and
wd broken. We had baen the whole day
upon & march that the Emperor accomplish
eg in an hour and a half. “Theodorus trav

elled withus forsoveral reasons. He wanted
to take us by a short cut to the Tana Sea,
wd as the country was depopulited. he wis
obliged to have our luggage carried by his
soldiers:"

The treachery of Theodorus is thus ex.
emplified by Dr. Blanec:—
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** On the morning of the 25th of June we
recaived a message from the Emperor to the
effect that Mr. Rassam, his companions, the
priests, and any one he would like to take
with him, should repuir to Debra Tabor to
bepresent atapolitical trinl.  The European
workmen, Cantiba, Hailo, and Samuel, ac
cumpgpanied us. Arrived at Debra Tabor, we
were surprised at not being received with
the usual salutation., Instead of being at
once condvcted to the presenco of the
Emperor, wo were ushered into a black tent
pitched in theKing'senclosure. We guess
cd that the political trial concerned our
selves. W had been seated but a few min-
utes when the European workmen were sent
for Ly his Majesty. After a while they re
turned with Cantiba, Hailo, Samuel, and an
Afa Negus (mouth of the King) who deliver-
ed the Imperial messages. The first and
most important was, * I have received a let
ter ‘rom Jerusalem, in which L am told that
the Turks are making railways in the Soudan
to attack my country conjointly sith the
English and French.,’ The second messnge
was much to the same cffect, only adding
shat as Mr. Rassam must have seen the rail-
way in construction, he ought to have in-
formed his Majesty of it. ‘Tho third question
was,'Is it nut true that the Egyptian railway
was built by the English?”  Fourth, * Dy
he not give aletter to Consul Cumeron for
him w deliver to the Queen of England, and
did not the Consul return with an answer ¥
Altogether there were somo seven or eight
questions, but the others were insigmficant.
A few days before atireck priest hadarrived
from the coast with a letter for his Majesty.
Whether these statements wore contained
in the missive, or swero merely a pretext
iavented by Theodorus himself to give a
reason for the ill-treatment ho intended to
inflict upon his innocent guests, it isimposs-
ible to say. The concluding messago wae,

*You must remnin here. Your arms his
Mnjesty no longer trusts in your hands, but
your property will bo sent to you.' Mnr.
Rassnm, tho following day, requested his
Majesty to allow mo and some of our com-
panions to remain for tho rainy soason at
Gaffut.  In my cago, and in Mr. Rosenthal's,
permission was granted, but refused to all
tho others, Every duy weheard thut orders
had heen issued for the camp to he struck,
but his Mnjesty did not leavo. His Majest

visited Gafluat twico during tho fow duys

was there, and on each veension sent for mo
and recrived me courteously, Mr, Rassam
and the other Europeans wore ullowed to
come to Gaftat and spond tho day with us,
and, though now and then tho word *Mag.

' dallah’ wis whispered, still it seemed us if’

the storm had blown over; and we ho
bhefore long to Lo all ngin united at Gaffut,
and thero in peace spend the rainy season.'’

Tho accounts previously given of tha
savage propensities of ‘I'heodort s aro fully
confirmed by Dr. Blane, who writes:—

+un 3d July an oflicial brought us the
Imperial compliments, and stated that his
Majesty was coming to inspect the works,
and that I might present yself before him.
[ went at onco to the foundry, and on the
1oad 1 et two of the Gaflat workmen also
proceeding thero. A little incident then
occurred which was followed by serious con-
sequences. We nmiet his Majesty noar the
foundry, riding ahead of his escort. Ho
asked us how we were. and wenll bowed and
touk oft vur hats as he passed along. Tho
two Europeans with whom I walked covered
themselves; but awaro how touchy his Ma.
josty was on all points of etiquette, I kept
tny head uncovered, though the sun was hot
and fierce.  Arrived at the foundry, his
Majesty agan greeted me condially, examin
ed for a few minutes the drawing of a gun
his wuikmen proposed to cast for him, and
then left all of us fullowing. In the court
yard he passed close to Mr. Rosenthal, who
dild 1ot buw, as bis Majesty took no notice
of Lim.  As svon s he Issued from the
foandry fence a pooraild ' ggarasked alms,
saying, * My Lords (gaitosh), the Europeans
hive always been kind to me. Oh! my
King, jou also relieve my istress.' His
Majesty, on hearing the expression Lord
applied to his workman, got into a fearful
sassion. ¢ Llow dare you call any one Lord
{sut myself?  Beat him, beat him to death '
Two ot the executioners at once rushed up -
on him and Legau beating him with their
long sticks, "ns Majesty all the while ex
clainsing, Beat him, bent him to death!
The puur old cripple at first in howtrend -
ing teims implored for merey, but his voiie
geew fainter and fainter, £ad in a few min-
utes more there lny his Lelpless corpse, that
nono dure remove or pray for. Tho Jaugh-
ing hyenas that night caroused undisturbed
on his abanduned remains. ‘Theodorus' rage
was Ly no memus ab.ted by this act of
cauzdy, Headvancad a fow steps, stopped.
turnea his lance in its rest, looked round
the imago of ungovernable fury. 1lis eyes
fellupon Mr. Rosenthal.  “Scize him I’ cried
he; immediately several soldiors rushed
fursard to obey the mnperinl commands.
¢ Seize the man they call an Akim.” Instant-
ly & dozen ruflians pounced uponme, and T
was held fust Ly armns, coat, trousers— by
every place that affordud a grip.  He then
addressed himself to Mr. Rosenthal. ‘You
dunkey, why did you call me the sonofa
poor womuia, why did you abuse me?' Mr.
Rosenthol said, ‘If 1 have offended your
Mjesty, [ beg for pardon.’ Al the while
his Majesty wasshakinghis lanco in athreat-
cning manner, and every minute [ expegted



