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tinguished junior officers of' the British army
wore plaoed; suoli as TARLETON, SIMCOE, and
FERGURON, the corps being generally known
by the name of' the leaders as TÂIILtTOX'S
light horse %,,coic's rangers or FEnauôN's
rangera the latter were detached as
corps of observation wliose duty it,
wus to hoid the country between theWateree
and Sauda Rivers.

On t.he lth of August, 1780, Earl CeRN
WALLIs with a force net exceeding 1500 regu,.
lar soidiers, compieteiy defeated, disperlsed,
or capturod General GàTrs'ls nrniy of, 600
well eqQipped soldiers, capturing al bis artil-
iery, camp equipage, baggage and colors, and
driving the relies befère.him ini snob utter
confussion that one hunldred men couid not
be raiiied twenty miles from the battle field,j
at Rugeley's Mills, three miles north of Cam-
den; and on the l8th, TARLAýTAx defeated
SumPTRa a Catawba ford, capturing aIl his
arms and artillery.

The country was effectualiy clired', and
the mardi le the sea open if the men hatt been
there to take advantage of the opportunity.
The ineffloiency ef the Britigh' commissariat1
departinent wus the eau'se;of ail the subse.
quentdisasters, Pa' it.beeame 'necessary to
occupy a m~uch greater ex'terrt et"countiy
tbàn 'tii.force' wAeraînted.

It havîung been decided toe est&blish 'a gar.'
rison at Ch ariottetôwn, Major PràUS*ON and
bis commffand Waa detacheled cÔsiderabiy in
advance; ho reacbed Gilberttoiwn at the footi
of the.Blue ]Ridge' at the samne lime the Brit.
ish main body -eccupied CharIoti1.owni.

Almost simuitaocously an attack ivas mnade
on the British "post of Augustaby à p'iritisan î
naimeci CLARk, but ho Was dét'eatèd with a~
lss eof ovrer 150 inen,and in'fear of bia re trea t
beh]g çut ofi' h. retrcated tow.ardtl the bond
waters cf the Congaree.r

Intelligence was at once sent te FEitGT5sox
with orders teintercept hirui, but he had ai
ready adlvanced beyond al aliof supportC
and was. in a critical 'position. (LARK'S re.
treat had cutýfl'bis communicaioins.

A report'had. apread that a valua«ble de-
posit cf »i'esents'fer LtheCreek and Cherokee
Indiana Were'at' Augustn, and the hordPr
ruffinns ef f he 'peried hâd assembled in the
neîgliborhood eof Gilberttown tn «aid.CiARKQrr
plunde'd 'hlm as ni'ightbe, they beard eof bis
defeat in oew*ereeabou t te disPerse, but Cols.

CLEELÀ11~' IoELBY, andothers arriving with
some ba%'tlly. colected batialions et' militia,
bringing thoir who)le force up te 3000 nien,
they wèe4 peroa1aded te attack FERGUSON's
det4chiient which did het exceed 300 men.
Thé lattetý àpAèld Qf bis danger commenced
a rapià-1 rètieàtf r~despatching messengers
te Lord COÊNWÂLLIS apprising him eof bis
danger, but they were intereepted by CLAàRE
and the pursuit urged with double vigor.Find-
ing however that ho could oct be overtaken
tbey detached 1500 meunted men wbe camne
up vrith hien on the. 9th ef October, 1780. at
King' s mountain, surprised bis dotadlhment,
and atter a brief engagement Major FERGIU.

so,;wskilied, the greater part et bis soi-
diers surrendered on quarter, but the ruffians
hanged ten of tbe leading loyalists in cold
blood.

Emboldened by Ibis success tbey attacked
PoIk's miii near Charlottetown, but were de
feat.d with severe lees, and immediateby
disbanded witb ns great ceierity as they
came tegether.

"éAn exceodingiy rare volume, pubiislied
in London 1789, and entitlcd I"An Essay on
Shootig, in a chapter upon rifle-barnels thus
refers tic an invention for loading at the
breech, whiob, theugh tried first in London,
waa irs t used in Amneica :

1 4 By far the. nist ingenions way et charg-
ing nlfled piecea, however, le by means et'
an ingenicus contrivance wbich new gene-
naliy gees under tbe namne cf Ferguson's,
rifle-barrel, frein uts baviug been empioyed
by Major Ferguson's corps et riflemen during
Lhe last American war. In these pieces
there is an opcning on tb. upper part efth te
barrel, and close te th. breecb, wbich je
large etsougb 10 admit tbe bail. This open-
ing is filled by a rising screw, whicli passes
up from the lowen side et' the barrel, and
bas ils Ibreada cul wilb se littho obiiquia y
tbat. wben screwed upoclose a hait' turo sixiks
lbe top of il down te a level with the lower
side eft he calibre. The bail being put ini
tb. opening above runs forward a litIle way,
the powder is then poured in s0 as le MIi up
lhe remnainder of- the cavity, and a hAit.
rounid b'ings the s'crew up tigain, cula off
any sauperfluous powd.r, and. closes lup the
epening tbrougb wbicb the bail and powder
wcre p ut. Thé chamber where the charge
is lodged is without rifles, and seajewbat
wider than tbe rOsI cf the bore,so as te admit
a bail tbat wiii net paBsseut of'thee harrel
without taking on lb.efigure oethierifles,
and acquining tbe retatory motion wlîen dis-
cbarged. The enly advantage eft' ts con-
trivanceislb.theaue and. expedition with
which tb. piece can b. cbarged, andl which
are oven mucb greaten than'in a pliaini bar-

Thé. cut, illus trative oet Iis -ira tI raecb-
lowdigsmall 'arn> used' fn' Ainerie.h, is re-

due r>iphôtographe et lb. rille u&ed by
thé ieiio. isi, and presented te a
favorite boyalial officerFrederick de Peys 1er.
This piece sitl in the best condition, is lu
possession -of General J. Watts doe Peystfr,
ofthIis (New Yor.k> City. Fr-QIUa coin-iurii-
cation, prepared by the latter gentleman
fer Norteu's fenlhco'ming work upen "Arn.-
ritan Small ýArrns,". we quoto the folowang
paragraphe:

"On.et'f the most distinguished officei-s
efthie British arrny, Patrick Fergusonjuior
Major et tb. Seventy-flrst regirnent. Higli.
banders, Second Bat.tabion, was not enly
most distinguisbed for hisemiliiîary sibilities
sud bis skili as a mnankemnn but ror' Iis Pre-
science as an inventer. ,lie was particularly
cbarged witb the duty et' organizing the
Loyabists, and Lord C~orwllis seema ft'e have
piaoed the moat exaited and imiplicit confid-
ence in bis special as well as general Capa-
City.

"lFerguson was Autbonized te atmsud drill
bis treeps accoodingleo bis own ideas; and if'
tradition andi circumstnii eviden-,-' are' f,)
be relled on', il was'iuis î;u'îpose tle idce iî,
Ibein banda a breech'îoading rifle ivitia a var
ief y et improvemen le, considered of receut

date. kSeme et these rifles were used in the
battle et' King's Mountain, 7th October,
1780, the. turniog peint et' lb. war aI1h.
Sou th- as Oriskany, another rifleman' s
flght, 6th August, 1777, had been nit the
North,-a baIlle in wbich he was defeated
and s!ain, and that blew al bis hopeful1
plans ioto air.

"'Although a breech-loader hot oe tnen-
eau invention, il bas become Ameriffln freon
th. fact that il made ita first appearaoceaaa
weapon ef war on the balefbelds eof Ameni-
Ca, and is the firat instance et' a breech-i9ad-
ing rifle ever having been used- on this
continent or any othor.«

',The first allusion te this fire-arin is, in
the .dnnnal Register of 1776, June 1, page
148. In the second part eoftthe saine volume,
pages 13 1, 132, etc., ils distinguishing fea-
ture (l132 (2) par. 3) is ref'erredtoin an av,
ticle entitled the 'Eflects of rifling ggun
barreis" which aise centaine the first ne-
commendation et' oblong bullets as superior
te round once, net carried into effect until
wîthin a very few years.' For further
information thie ourieus readen is réfèrned
te Emmerson's "Miscelianeous Tireatisep.,I
published in the saine year, 177M. '*>"CThe drawinga et' Ferguson',sinvenoig goa
appiied te a breech-leading rifle,
iikewise ot' bis other inventions for
breech-boading cannen, (1) 1'Turn-cock,' (2)
1Cross.slider,' are to e b.fcund in volume
No. 1, 139 et' Engiish Patents for 17.76. t4
texl of which is on the lower sheif et' alcove
132' in the Aster Library.

& ýOn tbefaret et' June, 1778, ho madeasom.
experiments ah Woolwich before Lord Vise
count Townsend, Lord Amherst, General
Hlarvey, Deragliers, snd several cthen offi-
cens with the rifle-gun on a new construction,
wbich aslonished tilt bebolders. The lik.
had neyer bet'cre been done with any amal
arma. Notwitslanding a heavy rain and the
high wind, he fired, during th.e pace cf four
or five minutes, at tbe rate eof four abots per
minute, ah a target 200 yards distance. Hie
next fired six sheta ln one minute, and aise
fired (wbile advancing at the rate cf four
miles an heur> four turnes in a mîinute.. H.
then peured a boutle t' water mb t. he pan
and barnel ot the piece when loaded.so as- te
wet eveny grain et the powder, andin i. erna
than hait' a minute h. fired six abois with
il as weIl as ever without extnacling tii,
bal.e Lastly, he bit tb. bull's Pye 'Iying on
his hack on th. grcund, inenedible as ib-may,
seem te many. conaidering the variations of
the wind and t he welueassof the weather.
[He onby missed tbe target thnee times
during the whoie course ef exponiments. A.
patent was aftenwards granted lîim for &Ul
bis improvements. Il passed the great'
seat on tihe fourth cf December foiiowing

Oun space doca net permit us to reproduoe
Generul de Peysten's full description et"1 thisi
patent, and bis generous defence etfFergù-'
sons niibitary record frein tb.aSp'ersions»'
which hbave been perbaps unjustly caI upon
il. Mr. Irving, in bis "Lite et' Wasbington$!'
grives lb. Loyalist soidier and onganizet
credit, net oniy for remarkable abili,y, bit
even chivaînjo bumanity-inaîanmng bis sot
et sparing the lit'. et a patriot efficer uponl
wbom beo bad drawn a sure bend-&wbo aftel"
wands lurned eut bo Washington biruscîf, q5
a proof et' lb. latter quality. Loubtlessa l,:
intense partizan spirit et' the Caroline -patrk-
ots inspired very mucb et animesiîy, demefl*
e trated towards the British ieader's memoll


