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mero skeleton of its former greatness, and
that its best material in both ofticers and
men, has departed from its activo ranks,
through disgust of tho shabby manuer in
which they wero treated, It is very unfor-
tunato that the administration of the Militia
bas of late beon such as to alionate tho Vol
unteers frqm the Goyvernmeont, and thus
slaco tho best portion of overy community
n an attitudo of hostility towards those who
politically manago tho military affuirs of
the Dominion  Sir Goorgo E Cartier, wo
Yoliove, carnestly desires to place the militia
of Canada on tho best possiblo footing, but
it is o great pity he has not moro clusoly
studied the tomper and feelings of the peo
ple, cspecially that class so well repre

sented by the Volunteers., It matters
little how ablg aud laborious the Adjutant-
General and his staff may be if their best
¢Torts ave thwarted by crochetty civilians
with little knowledge and no experience.
The Volunteers of Canadn deserve some
acknowledgement at the hands of the Gov

crnment, and in no way could that acknow

lelgement be botler made than 1; siving
thom fico grants of Jand from the almost 1l-
timitable {racts-which have lately como into
our possession

ilers Low the Government hus an oppor
tunity of performing astroke of policy which
must result *n bendfits the most enduring
to Cangdian intorests in North America.
Voluntecers as » class are the most intel-

ligent, active ard hardy of the nopulation of
Canada. No better material could bo found
for settlers. The country battalions especi-
ally zre composed of men who would be in-
valuable in a- new country. It is almost
needlebs for us to énter upon a detail of the
be’ncm§ that wqu\d arise from the scheme.
The grand effuct, hpwever, would be tiofoid
In the first place it would immediately £ill
up tho ranke of the Volunteor Forca with
men aho aro attached strongly to British
msttutions, and who would gladly give a
portion of their ims for sake of the pro-
spective advantages held out in the certainty
of establishing a home at the end of & given
reried. The next great good that would
arise from = - tistribution of lands to the Vol-
unteers would be that the country would
secure in them the very best men for open

ing up & new country, They would be suf-
ficient in themselvas to leaven the hetoro-
genous mass that will doubtless settle
in the North West, attracted thither Ly thp‘
immenso field which it will open to enter-
prizo and labour. .

If this idea bo pruperly carrie'd, out we,
would immediately obtusin. an accession oi"I
strength that would make the, Volunteer
army of Canada a most formidable and re-
liable forée, and at onca sél al rest thode
feclings of unger and disappointment with
which the Volunteors of Western Canads re- 4
gard the late nction of tho Militia author
ties. The Government has gong to consid-
erable espenso in providing  emigrant

agencies in tho various couniries of Europo
for the purpouo of sccuring settlors for our
vast unoceupiod lands. It would bo equal-
ly well—indeed n great deal bettor—if st-
tontion wero bestowad upon thoso claszes
in Canada who aro in reality of far moro
valuo as emigrants to the now fields of tho
west,

Wo hope the honorable gentloman who
has taken the matter in hand will succoedin
fmipressing the administration with tho
importance and eminent practicability of the
scheme, which would ultimately confor the
most lasting benefits on all portions of tho
Dominion. ’

master General in Canadn, has writton a
beok entitled “The Soldiers Pocket book
for Fleld Servico,” which contains many
shrewed and truthful passages well worthy
the attention of our volunteers. Theauthor
strikes at many things in the British military
aystom which have longteen canvassed by
tho press and writers upon military subjects,
His long experiencc in the army and his
intimate knowledge of the workings of its
various grades give his opinions great weight,
and we cannot bettor display the character
of the work than by giving a few extracts
from a review of 1t by an English paper.

“Colanel Wolseley has achieved the diffi-
cult and rarely-accomplished task which he
proposed to himself—the production of a
practical and portable book, including, in
this instance, *‘all ¢the ordinary duties which
can fall to the lot of soldiers when in the
presonce of an enemy.”” Wolenrn incident.
ally, from a sentonce in the brief preface,
that ¢ some fow yoars ago, when Sir R. Airey
was Quarter-master Gonoral of the Army, he
proposed to have a practical hand-book for
the staff, compiled by experienced officers
of his department, and published for the use
of the atmy. A little money was required
for the purpose, which the War Office, from
economtical matives, would not al.ow.”? Is
not this exquisite, though wo are certein it
is unintentional, irony? Only imagine the
Quarter-master-General of the British Forces
being convinced of the sore ‘ lack of knov.-
ledge” among staff officers, whereby both
they andthesoldiers * perished" (teste Bala-
klava, &c., &c.), and proposing to remedy
this crassignorance or forgetful unroadiness
by a pocket counsellor; a silent, portsble,
inexpensive, and perfectly reliable * guide,
philosopher, and friend,” and then,as ' a
little money” would be required for paper
and print (which abont a shilling & copy

| would reimburse), ‘‘the scheme failed.”

That is, fifty pounds worth of books would
have overweighted the estimates, and
brought the stigma of unwarrantable extra-
vaganéo on the unimpeachable expenditure
of nine. millions of pounds sterling so care-
fully laid out en our gallant army.  We are
glad that the officials did nof bring out their
book , becitse weo are told, as a consequence
of tkeir “cheese-paring’’ ia this matter, Col-
onel Wolseley *‘resolved to bringouta work
of this description on his own responsibility
and admirably has that responsibility been
dischargel.. To give any adeyuato idea of
the multifarious contents of the book we
‘mustreprint the closely packed table of con-
tonts, A few of the subjectsin Part I. ave:
Advice to Young Officers on theic bearing

towards their Moen, Military Spirit, Volun.
teering, \What all Officers should earry in
their Heads, Dutics of staff Officers in Ae-
tions, Tho Commissuriat, Mayzines, Ritions,
Money, Camp Equipment, [Tospitals, Stores,
Polico, and Courtsmartial. On all and each
of these doosour author givo sound and
practical advico and clear instruction. Wa
propose to taken fow snatches from the first
subject, ¢ Advice to Officers,” as nsamplo of
tho Military Mentor who herein ..lvisos his
Junior comrades ¢ -

HOW TO FOSTER MILITAR™ 3VIKIT.

Sparo no pains to croate and fostor tho
growth of milita, y apirit, by impressing up
onall ranks tho importanco cf their Auties.
Whatover may bo tho reason of it, it is
novertheless nfact thatup to the present
time wo have never bad an English com-
mander who succeoded in celling forth any
groat othusiasm for hiraself or tho causein
hand. Ve are too prono to fall down be-
fore thoold Duke, aud thinle that everything
ho did was right, and that his method with
soldiers was the best. Without wishing for
a moment to depreciate eithor the genern)
or his services. let anyone read the history
of his wars, and what he accomplished, aud
thon picture to himself what the Duke raight
have done if lus soldiers had had for him
tho foclings that the French had for their
smperor. Napoleon was above nll a student
of charactor aud of the passions and feolings
that influence men's conduct. By means of
epirit-stirring proclamations, by appeals to
their love of glory and all those points upun
whioh he knew Frenchmen to be suscep
tible, he was able to extract from his soldiors
evorything that thoy were capable of. I*is
not true that Englishmen aro utterly devotd
of such high sentiments, but it is only spe-
cial nourisbment and treatment that will
develop feelings so long ignored. Let any
general arise who knows how to do so, and
a new ara of victory will bo arrived at in
British history, Lot officers of all ranks
ponder on this subject, and in their own
sphere, no matter how humble that may be.
lot them endevour to call out the finor and
beiter qrunliﬁes of those serving under
them. Noman can respond with greater
alacrity than the British soldier will when
an officer who understaunds hum mikes an
appeal to hiv nonour, his love of country,
his loyalty and to all those subtle but power-
ful influence, which alone can convert mobs
into armies. ‘‘‘The greatest talent of a gen
eral,”’ says Plutarch, * is tosecure obedienco
through the sffection he inspires.”” In fact
if you want to win battles, make yourself
lIoved by those who serve under you.

The following sensible remarks run atso
lutely counter to the system and tendency
of a late princely theoriser who practise.l
u;l)]on the equipments and dress of the Bruy
ish army. I3 veasoning and spirit will
commend itself to the thoughtful reader : —

“ There has been a tondency of late to
make all regiments alike 1z their outward
appearence, and to consider them 80 in theis
feolings. Machinesinto which thoindividual
talents and disposition of men enter so
largely, as into those called regiments, ave
never caleuliwed to keep timo alike as
watchesdo. The idiosyncrasies of command-
ing officers, historical traditions, and cstab
lished customs affect the character of regi
ments more thar, might be imagined by
those who draw their idea of our service
from H. M. Regulattons.” Tho endevouc
to assimilate them has not been happy .,
like democracy, ithas hadea tendency t»
pull down tho bestto n lovel with the worst
instead ofraising thelatter. Esprit de corps

is made up of tnfler; g rose by auy other



