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attraotod fo itself tho brightest minds in the cmpite. In this ro.
speot the cuuancil secms to have exercised some rostrictive power.
The address, of which an abatract is given by Luke, moted on a
different plano from those reported in other citoumstances. It
shows the marvelous veraatility of the Apistle in adapting himselt
$o all olasses of men, Withoat sattacking tho pagan divinitien
whoso shrincs sarrounded him on overy side, and thercby closing
the oars of his anditors to his measage, ho skillfally recognized
every elemeont of trath in the Athenlan religion. Ilv assumed thay
his hoarars wero sinooro seskers after God, whom thoy ignorantly
worahipad, and whom they recognized as in somo senso a Divine
Father. In their art they sought to depict that perfection of
humanity, which 0 them cxisted as yot only asan ideal. This God
for wbom thoy songht, the Ureator and Upholder of the universe,
tho Father of men, Paul now proslsimed as Ooo near to every one
of them. This droam of aun ideal human perfection, he announced
as realized in the Divino porlection of the Son of man, who had
cornquered death, and given to humanity the bson of immortal
life. At thiz mention of Jusus and the rssurrection, the lofty
$home was ioterrnpted. Hia unanswerable argument was met by
mockezy, cr polite indifference. On tho whole thoe efforts to meot
tho wisdom of the world on its own plane seems to havo been
regarded by Paal himselt, :f we may jadge from his aubsequeat
feelinge, as a failare, Boms few belicvod, but Paul scon felt that
his work here was ended, and 1n deep depression of spint hastened
oo to Corinth,

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
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(Acts xifi. 26-93.)

Govroxx Texz ~* Through this man is presched unto you the
forgiveness of sins.” — Acts xiii. 38.

Tistx axp Prace A D, 45, Aatioch in Pisidis, Asia Minor.

IstrovteTion. In our last lesson wo left Panl and Barnabas
at Pergs, in Pamphylia. 1t does not aupear from the narrative
that they tarried any time there, but it is probable thas they con-
tinued their jeurnsy northwardly until they reached Antioch, in
the northern portion of the province of Pisidia. Antioch was a
ocity {ar inlerior in size and population to Aatioch in Syris, bat it
was a commercisl centre and military caolony of much importanoe.
Saul and Barnabas, as nsasl, went to the syoagegaes on the Sab.
bath day, and were invited to address tho assembly. Paaol, after
reoalling briefly the leading points of Israel's history, and directiog
atteation to God's promise to raise unto Israel a Savicur, showsd
that the promisa was falfilled in Jesus, and then in our lesson
shows how tho prophocies were fulfilled by the Jowieh ralers in tho
death of Jeaus and His resurrection {rom the dead.

Vrase 3y Vares,—V, 26, < 0! thestock of Abrahawm.”—Jewish
people desoended from Abrabam.  * Whosoever among yon fearcth
God." — Thero were probably somo among Paal’s hearers who were
preselytes to the Jewish faith, but not Jews by birth. * This
salvation.””—The Gospei of Jesus Christ.

V. 27. ** Their rulere,” —Those who formed the Sanhedrin, by
whioh Jesas was condomned.  “ Knew Him not."—There was no
Rood excuss in this, because the voice of the prophets, that i, the
Qld Teatament prophecies of Christ, were read every Sabbath,
s Have faifilled them.” — The propheciocs, that is, about Ckrist.
¢ Condemniog Him."" - Cond+mning Jesus to death,

V. 28, * Found no cause.” — This refers not to tho ralers, but
to INiate, who was the Roman governor, and who sentenced Jesus
to death while declasing him innooent.

V. 29, “Was written."—Io tho prophets. *‘ They.”—Not the
Jewish ralers, who had cosdomned Him, bat his {riends.

V. 31. ** \Was scen many daye. —Forly days He was seen by
many witassses. Tho witnesses were the apostles whom He had
chosen and & numercns company of disciples, to all of hom the
daty of beariny witness to this groat fact was entrasted.

V. 32  Glad tidings.”--That the promises wers now {alblled
and salvation was offered to them through » risen Jeaue,

V. 36 “Dawud, .. . fell oo aleep.” —That iv, he died, eothat
the prephecy oculd not relate to him, but in Jesas the promise
was {alfilled.

V. &~ ¢ Throogh this man.™”  That i, through Jesus, through
tho merit of Hisatoning blood.  ** Is preached.”--They sreached
in the oawe of Jene  * Forgivensss of sins> Through Christ
oar sine are blotted cot, covered, 1emembered no more against as.

V. 34+ All that believe.” - Ralieve in Christ azd accept Him
as a avidor from sin.  ** Jutified."—Meaning to hold as jus, or
%0 aoquit of guilt,

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY REALINGS,

First Day  God Raieud unto Israel a Savionr. Aots xiii, 14.25,

Becond Day - Paul proaching to tho Jews. Aotsxiii. 26.43,

Third Day -His ec.row for the Jows, Rom, ix. 1.33,

Fourth Day— tdus zeal for their sulvation. Rom. x, 1.21,

Filth Day - Moses a servant, Christ & 800, Heb. iii. 1:19.

Sixth Day—Christ’s sacrifice completo. Hob, ix. 1.2%,

Praven Mreerina Torwe, May 9,~THx WESTMINSTER AssEMBLY —
Deut. vi. 1-4; Acta xv. 1.5, Quaestion 101.

THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY.
DY W. MOBTIMER OLARK PS¢.y <. C,

The Westminister Assombly did not profess to be an Eocamen-
ical Conncil, nor to assumo the fonctions of a synod or Goneral
Asoernbly, It was merelyacouncil of diviney, oalled by tho Long
Parliament of England, toadvise it at a critioal time, when tho
affaire of the nation were inseperably associated with religious
questione, and when the country was atlempling to right itself
after the conflict with abeolatiam in Charch and State, which sent
Charles 1 and his politioal adviser Steafford, and his ecclesiantical
counsellor Archbishop Lurd, to the scaficld. The Assembly was
the croation of the civil government, and although the mothod of
oonvoking it, was abnormal, yot tboseloction of persons sammoned,
was perhaps as fortunate au it it had been made ia a mors strictly
oocleciastics] manner. Tho members were 151 in number, and
included 10 lords, 29 commoners as assessors, and 121 diviges,
Tke Scottish church was invitod to send representatives, and with
mos$ cardial congraiclations 40 their English {riends, the General
Assembly asent as their commissioner's Messrs. Alexander
Henderson, Samuel Ruthorford, Robert Baillieand Georgo Gillespie,
with tha Ear} of Cassilis, Lord Maitland, and 8icr Archibald
Johnstone, as lay assessors. The Assembly mes on 1st Jaly 1643
and held its first aessionsander the marvellons arches of the ohapel
of Heory vii at Wesiminater. As the sittings wers protzacted, and
winter approached tho fatars mestings wers hold in tho Jerasalem
chamber, *‘alair room inthe Abb., ~! Westminster” probably
sonamed becanss of ancient tspestries ropresenting views in
Jerusalem, jast as the Antioch chambsr 10 Wostminater palace
was 80 called from its pictares of so2ncsin Antioch. This chamber
wat at one time the drawing room of the Abbott and oontained a
fireplace. Thbis fireplace was the reason why Henry iv died in i,
A propbecy foretold his death at Jerusalem, and a8 tho sovereign
was very sick, preparations were harriedly made for his journey
to Palestine. Henry had gone to pay his psriing devotion at the
shrine of Edward the Confessor, when he was suddenly taken ill
and hurriedly carried into this apartment and Iaid baforo the fire.
When after somedays ho revived a little, bo asked where he was,
and on his attendants informing him that he was in a chamber
called Hierusalem ho repliod ¢ Laod be the Father of Heaven, for
now I know that I shall dio in this chamber, acoording to the
propbecy made of me beforehand, that Ishonld dio in Eiezasalem.

Tho divines came to the moclings, not in canonicals, bat in
blackooats and bands, to show their ucity with continental Pro.
testante. Thaspoctacls of thisbody of gravoand reverend divines,
with tho peaked beards acd large mastaches, then in vogue, and
wesring the double raff of the period, wast have besn singnlarly
iroposiog, oot only {rom their appearance, bat from tho high pur.
poro cf their meeting. The political results of this Assembly lie
outside our consideration for the presens, and weosn regerd only the
inflacnce of their work on cur present religions life, That worke
altheupb differencos of opicion may exist as to somo of their con”
clusions rogarding therelstion ol the civil magesirate to the
charch, bas been momentous in its resnlts, and the standarda
compi'ed in theancient acd dingy abbey, bave inflnenced and
moulded the belief of whole cburches, and bave done mach to
catablish millions of our race in the kunowledge of ditina trath.
Like the Dict of Augsburg 1n 1330, andthe Syood of Dort in 1618,
this Asscmbly is a landroark on the bistery of Protestantism, and
io the aseertion ¢! the docirines of evargelical Christianity as
agaicst eacerdotalism, and sacramcotalism. The grave men in
the black coate, bavds and rufls, bave vanisbed, buot they, being
dead, yet rrcak, in words as needlol for cureelvos as for our an
cesters. The Assembly sat altogether five yearn, six montha and
iwenly two dage, dariog which they held 1163 soasions. The pro-
1atic members withdrew when the solmn Leagoe and Covenan-
wasadopted and then the Asismbly with the exception ol abont
peven lcdeperdents, became practically Dresbyterians. The
attendance of members varied from 10 %0 at each sifting and
they divided themeelves inio three committesa for the {artheranoe
of their businees. Work could not howsvar have progreesed very




