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®he Pamily.

THE NAME UPON TIL WINDOW FANE,

IN the ofd Soottish lon we met,
A motley group from erery lan,
Scholar and andst, peer #=? puest,
And wany s traveller browned and tanned,
All palzvinae waiting for an hogr,
Chatting in idle ¢ourtesy,
Avd yet amid the dnfung talk
A little messcge came to me.

It happened thus & restless boy

Unto the drdpping window went,
Vhose ;ia,, soarred with u thousand names,

s miad to the same fancy bent

He sought and {ound a vacant spot,
And toos, the Jdiamond (rom kis hand,

Rt ere a letter had been formed,
A voies aecustomed to command

Cned, ' Philip, aop ; before you wine,
Consider well what you're ubout,”
“ Father, why chould T hesitate? ™
“ homause you cannot b it out ™
These wordefel] on my idle ear §
I sald them o'er and o'er agaln,
And asked myself, O who would choose
All they have wiltten to remain?

Unta a loving mother oft

*ve all have sent, without & douty,
Full many a hard and caretess word

That now we never can sub out ,
For cruel words cut deeper far,

Than d:amond on the wandow-pane ,
And oft secalled in after years,

They wound her o'er and o'er again.

So in our dally work aud life,
Weo wri.c and do and say the thing,
We nerer can undo not stay
With any futare sotrowlng,
We carve ourselves on beatinp hearts,
Ah, then how wiso to pause and doubt,
To blend with love and thought our words,
Because we 2annot sub them out.

\ wHarper's Weekly,

SOME OBSERVATIONS.
By PHILO. .
OUR CATECHISTS.

Dr. McRAE, of St. John, in the January number
of the Kecord, calls the attention of the Church to
a matter worthy of immediate attention, in connee.
tion with our catechists, .

. These agents of the Church, however gifted, have

not the power gither to baptize, dispense the Lord's
Supper, or perform the marnage ceremony, Cone
. sequently, not a few of our people apply to mini.
sters of other Churches for baptism for their
; children. Tihese ministers are not one whit super-

. Jor to our catechists in scriptural knowledge, Chria-

character, or preachmng ab:lu{: Yet they have
uthority our men have not. They are, as it is
d, ordnined, and hence able to perform the
-mentioned dutles, Our people, in_ many
do not understand this rysterious rite, nor
et it.!s withheld irom these men. Auvd the vesult
iibls. aiate of things is that many families are
W our Church, our catechists’ influence is weak-

B, and the cause of our Church hindered.
& the last Assembly permission was given to
¥ oyerr teries to ordain a' numbsar of men, no better
jfled than some of these catechists for the work
ministry. No principte was decided on in
ng of these cases. They were dealt with in
o .1he most arbitrary manner, and without much con-
seideration. ‘Would it not be possible to ordain
1" guch of these men a8 were sultable for the work, s0
¥ithat they could discharge these duties withont
- placing t{em in the status of the full pastoral poai-
«tion? It s a pity that our Church shouid, with all
it intelligence, be unable to deal adequately with
our mission work. Vacant fields in winter, labour-
ers that cannot dispense sacraments, men sent to
fielde for which they are totally nmu'ited, these are
defects that alittle wisdom might remedy, and that
must be renedied before we can succes‘s!'qlly com-
pete with other Churches in the home mission field.

HASTY LRGISLATION,

No one who watches the proceedings of our
Genperal Assembly can be very deeply impressed
with the wisuom of that body. atters of the

avest importance are decided without anything

ke adequate consideration. An illusiration of
this is scen in the motion that was carried at last
Assembly in regard to the mode of electing the
Moderator,” That motion was like one of the
former year on the same question, unco:)sutuuonak
It will not be acted upon. Presbyleries are rat
going to yicld their privilege ou the ground of a
vote snatched from the Assembly without considera-
tion. The motion should have been ruled out of
order, but it was not, und the Church is left in
uncertainty on the subject. Such a method of
tegislation produces confusion in the Church, and
contempt in the minds of thoughtful people. Other
matters, of even greater importance, are settled in
the same hurried manner.

This anses very much from the seeming deter.
mination of a few men to allow no motion to pass,
il possible, unless they bave a hand in t. Al
attempts at guiding the action of the Assembly by
ordinaty pastors or elders, unknown to fame, are
strictly prohibited. A motion, to have any chance,
must have a dignified _garentage-—lome doctor,
professor, or principal. These eminent dignitaries
would consult their own reputation if they would
not insist on erijozmg & monopoly of the blunders
made in our legislation. Our history does oot
prove them to be the scle possessors of wisdom.

COMMITTEES.

We did not expect to have our scntiments s0 im.
mediately endorsed by a convener, to which expres-
sion wasgiven in your last inthesa notes. Dr.Ward.
rope, in the Record, expresses the desire that our

eople could listen to the discussions of the Forelgn
iﬁuion Committee, in order to learn how much
exercised the Committes is, in distributing the
funds entrusted to it. This is an encourag.
ing sign. Our committee work is too much
done in accret, These bodies should be as open
to the public as presbyteries are, Such publicity
would tave an exhilarating effect. Abuses would
be remedied much more quickly, and greater
Interest in the schemes of the Church would result,
‘The experiment of reducing the number of the
Home Mission Comtmittee has not do far been very
successful. What s saved in the m.{ of expense
in one direction is lost in another. The expense
of the Committee may be reduced and yct appoint-
ments may be made, which in a larger commitiee

-

»

would not be made, and which eveatuslly cost mdfe
to the Church than the meeting of a full commlitee,
And further, it Is & mistake to lmagine that & com-
mittee can be wholly responsible elther for the
success or (ailure of our mission work, The Home
Mission Commitice does an immense deal of wotk,
It deserves all porsible credit for what it lias done,
All the more suould the Church |}uard agalnst cen-
tralizing the work in the hands of ong oc two as it
is naw, Unless, indeed, the Church should think
it wise to do away with the Comnuttes, and sp-
point one man to supervise thy whaly, an old ques-
tion sthll worthy of consideration.

OX LITILY, XINDNESSES,

Qui people in many instances fail to recognize
the pleasure and bencefis they might enjoy by ocea.
sionally Indulg.ng in hiutle acts of kindneys toward
their pastor  They comrlmn sometimes of his
dulness.  He seems to lack spirit and energy.
A pastor in such a state of mind on ons occaston
reccived an unexpecied visit from an important
meanber of his congregavon. When tius tnend
was ushered into the siudy the mipister was atarm.
ed lest some unheard of difiiculty had arisen aboul
which his friend had come to speak. Aler some
conversation, however, ismind was relieved. His
friend procecded o say in substanee, ] haveo
been under the unpression for some tim. that you
weie rather depressed in spirits about the work {n
the congtegation, and I thought Bt might relieve
you to coms and tell you how highly your work is
appreciated by all the congrepation.  You are
not aware, pernaps, how satssfisd the people are
with your labours and how anxtousth:iy are to sus-
tain you so anything you wish to underiake.” This
was ot a greal thing to do on the part of that
member. But 1t was s¢ unusual, 5o unexpected
from him, and so timely a vimt that tho pastor
resumed his duties very much cheered and encour.
pged,  Our pastors receive few such vinits, though

¢ have reason to be thankful so many are so high-
ly appreciated by the people.  Let the people who
complain of their minister's dulness try a word of
encouragement.  Any nght-minded man will 1=
spond to this. This will make the sermons briget
and fresh because springing from & hopeful ant
happy spirit.

But to be chearful and spirited and hopeful in
work, when labouring under constant discourage-
ruent and frequent fanlt-finding, 13 more than can
bo cxpected ot ordipary men.

THE GROWTH OF PRESBYTERIANISM
iIN MANITOBA,

plemented congregations are about ready to call a
minister, and will thus pass to the list of augment.
ed congregations, And what Is very encouraging,
not a few of the misslon groops have attained suc
vigour as to require ordained missionaties as soon
as we can sccure them, and thus they will pass on
to the list of supplemented congregations,

New fields are opcnlng up every year. New
cnies for help aro made, Our country is filling up,
and it will continuo ta attract to it settlers from the
older countries. A large percentage of these Is
Presbyterian, \Where they scttle, they need a
Presbyterian church, They in every ¢aso alto
want it, and are ready to do all they can to help to
support it. I assisted for a short time more,
these new settlements will have 1 them vigorous
congregationn,  Ff neglected, ono shudders to
think of the results,  Lhey will lapse into spiritual
deadness and indifference, followed by viclous in.
dulgerces, Al tlus can be more easily prevented
now than cured in alter years.

Fadles dercensrer Averni

Sed revocare gradum tuparacgue evadere ad auras,

Hi dabory Aoz oprx est,

1 he tiecessity and importanye of Manitoba Col
legoin carrying on our rapudly incessing home
mission work i this country are becoming year by
year moare evident, Upon Manitoba College we
must depend 1o n very [arge measure for matenal
to man our worh, \White deeply grateful for alt
tho sympathy and help received from abhoad, let
us develop our manhood by helping ourselves to
our ubmost ability both as regards the supply of
moncy and men  We greatly rejoice at the pros-
perity of the college  We hope the day is not far
distant when the professional staff will be increas-
ed and the pesent overbusdened teachers be
relieved.  We believe cvery year will show an
inoreasing number of students attending it.  May
Heaven's best blessing descend on the collego and
jts professors and students,—Rev D, B Whimster,
sn Manitoba College Fournal,

all 2

BOOKS.

A DISTINGUISHED clergyman once remarked that
{f he were to be imprisoned for ten years with only
two hooks, he would select Shakespeare and Mat-
thew Henry's Commentanies on the Lible. While
Frank Power, the correspondent of the London
Zumes, was shut up in Khartoum, he wrote home
that the three most welcome books they could send
him would be Shakespeare, and the " Professor ™
and #Autocrat of tHe Breakiast-Table”
* Kossuth, during his Imprironment In Tutkey,
studied two books, Shakespeare and the English

IN the year 1869, justafige diel'srfipes
tion broke out, the Am praskpoicy Wiy £
the North-Weat, It was atocied by autheri
gﬁ““ﬁ' A;acmhi!yioft lmC;::‘daPr J
urch., Its ininiste.

lamented Rev. John Bw,( p
Moderator ; Rev. Wi, -
at Portage ia Prawe asd
Rev. James Nisbet,,
and léev.h John M
arrived that year
These brethrf !
their respectiviy
and the yooF
Lseriion om iR
lsm, in whichjNg L .
fact that the ST OO AEGNR
throughout the world are gradually adopting into
their aystems the chief féntures of curs, and are
thus geadually nearing one system, coastituted in
due form the Presbyter: of Magitobs, That ser-
mon was worthy of the distinguished man who
preached it. It should yet find ity way into print,
and would at this date be read with interest,

Rev. Mr, McNabb was appointed cletk, and the
resbytety proceeded with its work, This was
ndeed a day of small things, yetwe all felt that it
was also a day of vast importance to our Church,
and one which would wicld & mighty influence on
the future of our causein this far West. The ven.
e1able Moderator had a heart too full to utter half
his feelings, The writer can never forget the over-
flowing gratitude and oy of the iwo then surviving
members of the little company that Lord Selkirk
brought out frora Sutherlandshire, Scotland, and
planted in Kildonan, four miles north of the present
city of Winnipeg, as these old men, with their locks
white as the driven snow, met Lfr. McNabl and
myself on the night of October 24th, 1869, about
1o o'clock, as we pasied their home on our way to
the hogpitable manse of the mimsier of Kildonan.
These old men, as our convc{auce passed, came
out to the highway and gave the weary way-worn
travellers & genuine Presbyterian welcome, and
aid, * We never thocht to live to see this day.
We'll hae a Presbytery noo.” The old parish of
Kildonan was moved from end to end, and on the
following Sabbath, fong before the cliurch.-betl rang
out long and loud the hour of public worship, the
old church was 'filled—floor and gallery. Mr.
McNabb preached in the A, and the wnter in
the P.M. And as Mr. McNabb was a Gaellc
speaker, the lovers of that language were not long
m making arrangements to give him an cppr-
tunity to exercise his gifts in their mather tongue.

The points occupied in the ear:{ days were Liitle
Britain, Park's Creek, Kildonan, Winnipey, Head-
ingly, Poplar Point, High Bluﬁ'. and Portage Ia
Praicie. Mr. Nisbet wasaway out at Prince Albert,
tei'.ng the old, old story to the Indian tnibes on
th ¢ Saskatchewan, and owing to the distance which
separated him from us was present at our mectings
only inspint, Many.and earnest were the ietters
he wrote to us from his distant field of labour, and
many and earnest were the prayers he breathed
for us and our wotk,

One who enters uzon the work now can scatcely
enter into sympathy with the feelings of those
pioneers of our Church, or form a just conception
of the steady and rapid development of our cause
in thiz country. ‘The writer, when the Synod of
Manitobs and the North-West Territories was
organized, on July 16th, 1884, could not help
calling up the halcyon days of 1869 and compar-
ing how great and how wonderful has been the
growth of our Church in this new land, +The
Lord hath done great things for us whereof vz are
glad” The foliowing table in connection with the
foregoing will afford some idea of our gtowth ;= -

Presby. Selfsus, Acg, Supple, Mbs  Preach
tery,  Cong'ns Cong'ns Cong'ns Groups, Stations,
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Rock me t.sa g 2 i ?;

Brandoa 3 [ 10 10 108

Regloa o 3 9 19 12§
L 17 o % M7

Some of the augmented congregations will very
soon become self-sustmning and ready to extend

¥ Sttt Sl ’
{whd .,*, ;‘."fi:u::: ,_~

‘Bibl,  When he wert thraugh this countsy ;lclivd-

B art of Seleciinng

Q calls
ity usciul, ‘ss
- icaltablcs
e et But the
ong te tl%e Y powers

g--Wise men
of ‘what many
4y do brace the
. MY §o toss off the
: o Soot iho hawk, that it
i aeareer fromwht=h 4 rhay return exhilar.
ated with fresh and beautiful thoufhts.
+ Young men are sometimes ambiticus to devour
many books—they might as reasonably be anxi.
ouns to eat the contents of amarket, The dead hero
wrote a few days before his departure, © Doctor, 1
arn taking too much food, more than I can assimi-
late” Many readers are reading moze than they
can assimilate.
Not what a person reads, but what he inwardly
digests, makes him sironger mentally There are
scores of learned parrots, who are ignorant and
erudite, They are crammed full of facts, but they
know little as totheirmeaning, A reviewer, whose
duties obhiged him to keep up with current publi-
cations, and not to let go his hold upon cld books,
can tell as soonashe hears these persons talk what
books they have read during a month.

It may be that & young man fond of reading is
bewildered when he stands amid & great library.
He will speedily recover himself, if he reflects that
thousands of volumes are for specialists ; and that
other thousands are for the antiquary or historian ;
<hat whole alcoves are curious books of no mental
use, and that only a few hundred have any relation
to his culture and work,

2 real ey
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CHRISTIAN HEROISM.

IT may be that the loo great prominence given
to tho softer pides 1s one reason why many young

men hold aloof from the cause of Chnst. It may
not be the want of manhiness on their part after
all—it may be because they have not had sufli-

ciently brought before them the manhness of
Chirist and the supreme need of strength and cour.
age on the part of Hus followers. Here is whei2
much of the strength of the *Salvation Army"
lies, We may object to thewr methods; but therr
spitit is what we all need. We who preach the
truth ought to arpeai more than we do to the
herolc and soldierly and noble spirit of sell-sacn-
fice in redeemed human nature ; and our people,
our young people especially, ought to respond.
# Ye that are men, now serve Him, against un.
numbered foes,” We need not ask our young
friends to put on uniform, but we do ask them
in Jesus' name to show the same spirit which leads
33 many in the Salvation Army to brave the scotn

is holy. We do ask them to take their stand as
followers of Christ, whatever their companions
may say, and however much any craven spirit
there may be in them may try to hinder them.
We ask them to sacrifice their laziness and love
of ease, their selfishness, whatever there be that
hinders them from joining themselves to Him who
is the Grandest Hero of all history, Come, and
confess Christ, and take a share in the great
enterprise of helping in the name of Jesus to save
men, women and children from their ainsl—
Rev. F. Munro Gibson, DD,

THE OLDER THE BETTER—It is with much
pleasure we hear that Mr, Spurgeon is enjoying
remarkably good health, indeed, much better than
he hae for years. This Is ascribed to hia adoption
of & vegetarian regimen in his diet. It is alsointi-
mated that he has left off amokin%. We are not
only thankful for his imptoved health, but we are
also thankful for the testimony which hus improve-

-

to others the generous help given them in the
beginning of their existence, Several of the sup-
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ment gives in favour of gbsasving proper sanltary
laws, —Commontvealth,
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BARBARA STREET.
A FAMILY STORY OF TO.DAY.

BY THX AUTHOR OF *'OUR NFLL" ‘%A sAlLOR'S
DAUGIYRR,™ #7C

CHAPTER I
IN A LONDON 104G. !

A YOUNS3 lady stood one January afternoon on
the pavement in Regent Street, striving to discern
by use of eye or car the fumiliar Lowerbury omni.
bus. It struck her with some indignation that
scnsea mpecially adapted to the ocomtlon were
required, and that Natore should have taken Into
consideration tbe fact that her lungs were to be
called upon to breathe, her eyes to penetraie, and* -~
Per ears (o hear through a London fog. She
.aughcdhand the sound striking on her ears cerily,

she realised with unpl Yy,
lonclincas of her npleasant forco the peculiar

sensation, that of
Regent Street,

[a—
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osltion, It was an uncanny
cing able to faugh #loud in
] without a breach of the convene
tionalitics, By these walls of fog that were shut
down upon her, she waa as isolated from any one
who might be near as though she were on the top
of Snowdon. Now and ‘then some passersb
knocked apgainst her, and the contact, thou
rough, was re-assuring, accompanied ag it usuafiy
was with the tones of a human voice uttering
apology  The sounds that reached her wers. =
mainly like those of an Inferno, into which whe.
had been thrust down from the up%cr world, . Her,
active brain suggested that Dante in far blug Italy
would have had o new idea had he expirienced a
sitvation like this, Hoarse cries, shouts and
objurgations, and the slow rumbling of invisible
wheels, wibrated through the thick air.  The
lamp-post under which she stood bore aloft a futils
yellow dot,  DBut the stteet urching, rejoicing hike
tadpoles fn & pond, darted hire and there with
shrill shrieks, cach flaming torch and small dusky
person the centre of a travelling dise of light,

Grace Norris had been standng here for a cons
slderable length of time, It is hardly a favourhble
opportunity for describlng this young lady, She
was small and pale, and was somewhat shabbily,
though carclully dressed, Upon one arm hung a
deather bag, whose protruding sides indicated & |
plethora of contents, and & weight out of proper™
tion to so slender an arm, She had deposited &
draper’s parcel of no mean proportions against tha
lamp-post at her feet  Clearly, one would say, .
object for pity, since she was thus undoubteﬁ
shabby, frail, heavily welghted, and, worse 8 .
all under suck circumstances, unprotected. * Bat
us at once discfalm any such demand on her behdl,,

he that weighed Gruce Norris by flesh, blood,
bones, and reckoned with her accordmgly, w
find humself in the wrong. DBut though we
not pity her, it ls illowable to question how sh

t

last ascertained that the omnibuses have ceas
run. She Is very tired, having, before this pla
of darkness fell on the city, been engafed inw
is to the feminine mind the pleasing toil
shopping, | P Lhag,
She halled the dtiver of a hansom ceb, wihils
standing behind his splash-board, was slo
guiding his liorse by the line of the ¢yrb-stone. .
b u “ﬁ}nt would you chacge to drive me to Low. ’

e , a ]

’Pl"w man tumed, and descried a little feminir‘* ‘
figure dimly. i *

s

{7 )
“ Well, miss, I'd say asovering taoblige a lady® T ‘P‘?&

Thark you ; then you may drive on/) tha Jad§’
replied calmly, and then Ber courage, which ha

been secute 30 far, beghn to leak a dittle; and t§ e
find herself frighteaed, frightened her still more, 4% ¥
However, the happy lf.ought struck her that shé ° . -y

would engage a link-boy, and she became quite
gay on the instant.
ing one of these fog-meteors, she put to him the'
enquiry— .

Do you know the way to Lowerbury ? '

“ Yes, lady.”

*Then come with me, and light me, and you
shall kave a shilling.”

“ Yes, lady,"” touching his ragged cap. **Carry
the parcel, lady ? ?

Grace :urve{ed doubtfully the wild-eyed tattered
urchin, and asked—

* Are you a good boy ?" .

" ‘i\ln't 17" replied the youth, with & re-assuring
wink,

“ I don't think you look it.
parcel myself,”

¥ar from resenting this criticism on his appear.
ance, the urchin, with a chuckle and a caper,
remarked, adminnagly—

“ You are a sharp 'un|”

Proceeding up Rey 2nt Street, towards the North,
Grace, with her bag on one arm and ber parcel
under the other, followed swifily in the wake of the
flaming torch. Her apirita kept at a fine level,
At this rate, she would soon be home, and would
nave an adventure to relate.  As they turned into -
Great Portland Street, she awoke to the fact that
the torch was 2ll but burnt out, and that no method
of replenishment seemed at hand. Bhe called oot ¥

to her guide— R
long do you think the light will

“ Boy | how

last? " 8o wl
*# It'l be out in a jiffy now, lady‘& Jtheerfaliy.
% And what shall you do then? -

Erelong, succeeding in arreste, -

i

No; I'll carcy the

x

13 Cutl" ovwdmm T
“ Dut, you mught'y boy | " exclmmed QGrace, in
dismay, "1 asked it you knew the way to Lower-

“ And I didn't tell yer no lie.,” \
'* Why, of conrse, [ meant you to take me there.”
“But yer didn't say »o; you weren't quite 3o

sharp, arter all,” with a diabolical grin, succeeded

by & solemn contortion of his face, as he continued ¢

“T don't live no ways that way, lady; and my
mother don't know 'm out.”

In another moment Grace had parted with her
shilling, and with the impish countenance of '
guide, and found hersclf alone. Befors the ligat
went out, she remembered to have seen that she
was in the neighbourhood of iron railings, For

on for some hundzed yards, keeping herself straight -
by their means, Tha fog then lightening somes o
what, and withdrawing ita
further from het face, she found hersell able to °
]:roceed with some probibility of ke?lng herself >
o the right direction, And now, ha X
any one to watch her, he might have observed, -
with some wondes, that Grace did not drag her
tired feet, nor droop under her heavy load. On

the contrary, she \ulied with remarkable clasticity,; N8

Physically, there was remarkably little of her ;Ej '..

e

to get home to Lowerbury, seeing that she hag g8«
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these she groped, and having found them, walked .z
thick curtain same feef ° 3
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