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PROMO TING LOVE FOR THE BIBLE.

W E lhave rcceivcd the followiig letter, tviosc reverent
and carnest spirit dcserves the niost litil

response that can be given
I« was nal conivcrtcd uintil mîiddle life, aboltt sevemi

years ago. 1 ktiov thînt 1 anm a clîild of God, titougit
Ile liad ta scnd severe cîtastiscîtiemît before 1 %votild
submit ta I-lis w~iiI. 1 have anc great trouble, I do nal
love ta read and mneditate In tic Bible as 1 should. 1
really cane takie pleasure in plannminîg and pra.tuicimig
a course ai reading cadi day. I love the lPsalins, and
tîtere are portions ai the Ncî. Testanment thtat ,et
like goild ta nie, sa forcibly have tiiey conte ta niy ltelp
%vlien in some spiritual darkiîess or trouble. But the
Old Testamient as a wvbolc, 1 do liai emîiOy. 1 have
many cares tîtat I cannat tiirowv off. Do %otu îlînk ani
carlier conversion is more favorable for i3ible stud% e
Please tell me hoiv ta beconie iîîtcrested in il."

The Bible is not ane book, but niany. These ap-
pcarcd at différent limes througlî twcnty-ivc Centuries.
lii thie pcriods ini whiici and for the purposes for whiich
they wverc given tliey werc ai the greatest imiportanice
ta Goe s people. Some treal of niatters wlîose value
ta the present age is ta show lîow thte different dispen-
salions prepare the wvay for anîd support cadli other
un'.tl tce perfect revelalion in Christ recorded ini the
'Jew Testamenit. No pcrson, xlîercfore, umless a pro-
fessianal student, can be equally inîeresîcd in ail parts
oi the Bible. Whlat thejoîvs in the uie ai Moses %verc
allowcd or forbiddesî ta cat is flot of importance ta uis
as a ride af ile ; anîd tItis is truc ai a tlîousand details
in cvcry stage ai jcvish history. The instruments,
wcapons and uitensils usced in those days conîc under
the samne liend. Event in spirituial tltings different pas-
sages %vill attract anc disciple more than thte saine
passages wvill interest another cquahly spiritually-_
nîindcd. Somne arc rcaclted chicfly thraugli the reason,
otîters thraugi te feelings, otliers mast pawcriully
impresscd tlirouglî lte imagination.

Parts ai the Bible arc as dry as thte driest dust that
ever blcev acrass the dcserts oi Arabia. Tlîcrc are
Psalnis and parts ai Psnlms tnat Mr. 'csley excludcd
from the prayer book dit lic prcparcd, on the grotin"
tlîaî îley Ilare not suitcd ta thte noutlîs ai a Christian
congreg.itian." But WCe helieve that. cvry part of the
l-loly Scriptures lies been prescrved for -;one purposc
by direction ai God. Even thie clriest parts ai the
Bible are imtercsting whien anc first perceives tlle
purpase wvhicli ilic writer hiad it view.

Consider the Bible as a library ai sixty-six book-,
composcd under the order ai Gad, prcservcd ly 1-lis
providence ; ail important in titeir lime, and ai value
stili for the particular objcct ai tlîcir prcscrvation, but
do flot try ta becante cqually intercstcd in the %vliole
library. To attempt tItis vili rcsult in self.dcception
or in the loss ai senisibility.
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Ncverthcless, it is debir:îblc ilat )-ou slîould acquire
a gcneral fami liari ty iilit lie wvhole of 1 lie Bi ble. Tltese
iiints maiy aid youi First, youi nccd a goocl comnîcti-
îary. janiieson, Fausset, and Browntis i sucit. A
sitew edition of the Aaîno:tctd l>aragraph Bible, of the
Anierican Tract Society, is just out. Wliedt-n's Co,,-
,,zcnlary, publislîed by the 4'tlotlhotlit Book Cotnccrt, is
excellent. Read cadi book of the Bible once. N%*icii

ott c.inat tiiidcr-staiid colnstlt the' coiitmCtar%
ht %îould rceîuire oxil> fift3-six Itaurs ta rend tlle

Bibe hrogbalad.wereo u tagi e an acratge o!
fifcc mlînesa a>to it, > ou wa.îd lattîgh the

whoe ii lss lia ciittmanhs.I t Niliielp 30tulun
becormiîg acquaintcd ulw bit e cral of thte boks tu fcadL
ecdi ance of tulent lit a sitting, especially the siîortest.
Voit will coule ta inany beautiful spiritual renl.trk.,
promises of God suited ta trouble; fui Ile is tlle saine
îhrauglî C% Cr) tagc,;Indt the w ants oa dut ouLt boîil are the
sanie. 'Mark thase pabbagtb. If )oau use a Bible m sîîh
marginal references, lie paruicuilar w lien No ft iîîd ini thc
Cild Testamîentî a rcfcrcncc ta the Ncu'î ebtanient ta
look at that. 1llaving once gone tîruliri-I tic Bible *

titis way, you will have a gencral knowvledgc of it.
W'e would nol advise titis lcind or rending ini cai-

tiection wvitlî private devotions.
\Vliencver youi hear a sermion preaclted, as soon as

possible ilîrf to the te\i and rend thc chapter contaiui-
I,î it. If the lcssons ai thte dny arc pcculiarly inter-

esti:îg, anîd >*ou are flot faniiliar wvitt thcnt, do thte
sanie. AIw:îys etîdeavor to find passages tîtat wviIl bc
useful in yourdevotions. Copy titese int a book. In
reading sulil« aOCI11 clctîb ahe flialnîs it !!, not sieces-
sary ta do titis, but only ini perusing tiiose book.% tlîtt
sceni iio.sL levoid ofiîîîercst. Anexa-niple irontiN;tlitni
-not a pronîisiîîg book for conirorting words-niay
show what dinnioiîds are ta be fouind in îîne\pected
streanis of inspiration - * The Lord is good, a SITong-
liold in the da) of trouhce , and lc kniowcth lte ther lat
trust in 14ian" (cliapter i, 7). The Book of Zeplîaniahi
is anc of the least knowvn and least rend, but in it are
four or the niost heautilul and totuchiîig passages evcr
insptred by God int the liuman soul ; enougit, if the
rcst of te S&Lripttsrcs .%erc lobt, ta fuirisî a rule for
fle. and consolation for every trial. Y'our little bool,
wiIl growv mare valuable ta yoîî Ccd vear.

Wlîile reaiding for devotian, yaît slîould look for
passages accordin g vi thî you r spi ri tual necd s. A persan
nîliglît as wîisely go into a restauirant vithiout. regard ta
bis appetite, and caîl for articles ai food at random, or
tell thte waitcr to bring anything lie pleases; or int
te drug store and drink fron thile first nîcdicinc bottle,

as ta use tie Bible for devotional puirposes in the way
that, nany do. Tlîcy know tîtat tey ought ta rend te
Bible, atîd %viliout tliougzlît tlîe> reid elflier by course
or nt rndom. Far bcîîcr would it bc ta spend Ille
lttne searclting for whlat the soul feels the necd of, if it
wcerc only aie verse, than ta rend thirty merely for thte
purpose ori gaïn- throughi %a mucli Bible. Observe
tîtesc îliings, and tîtere will bc no dullness af spirit in
prayer ; thie dead fornmula tîtat voit niny liave been in
thte habit of repenting wvill give place ta living supplica-
tion, supporucd hy a promise thnt nîccts te iongings
of your spirit. If you Il.ave not hcen in thic habitaof
form.-lity the newv promise searclted eut, or Ille new
direction complicd with, wiIl givc ncw% lire, fervency,
and therefore efrcctu.lity ta praycr.-.Chrislian Adrocalic.


