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Fire insurance business in Italy is giveil iii thc
Insurance S1pettfa or of London as anmouuiti:g ini 1895 te,
net prdnhiuîxîs $3.778,000, amId let claillîs $2,370,000,
making an average for the native and forcigil colmpa-
nies Of 63 per cent. of clainîls to net preixu tutus. 'llIie
Sp4tetatfor gives the aggregate expenses avcrmIg as 36(.38
per cent. Oîîe haîf the business is donc by foreigul coin-
pallies. The field iii Italy, howcvcr, does itot sen very.
attractive.

The Manchester Fire Assurance Comipany
lias concluded arrangement-. for the purcliase of the
Trimnes Mfuttial Comnpany, and tie Sprinkler Fire Office,
of Leeds, England. The enitire official staff o)f the
Sprinkler wvill be takeîî over. Its connections in
Yorkshirc and elsewhîere are repu tcd to be vahiable,
and capable of considerable developîîîeîît. 'rThe last
report gvsthe aiioutit of preîîimnîîiis fori' 189 as
$16,335givneslosses $1,995.

The fire loss ofthe United States and Canada
for tlîe nionth of Julie, as coiîîpiled froin the daiiv
records of tlîe Net.v York Cônmnrcia/ lin/k/Le, IiiiotliiS
to $5.721,25(l, a reniarkably liglît siimn, even for a siii
nmer nîonth. This iniakes the total for the hiaîf ycear
$63.959.550. The aggrcgate far the first si.x niotts of
1896 exhibits a gratifying decrease iu coltuparisan %vith
the record for the sainie period of i 895. The losses
are shown by xnonths iii the foliowiiig table:

îSg4.
january ........ ...... $10.568,400
February ............. 11,297,600
Mlarcd...............9.847-100
April................ uî,40oo
blay ........... >..... 10,777,800
)une ................. 8,282,300

Totals ... .$6i,6z3,2o0

IS95.
$ii i ,Sg,6co
12,360,200
14.239,300
11î,o1S,15o

7,761 .350
9,223,000

1896.
$81.0,0Wo

9,730, ICO
14M89,600
£2,01îo,6 oo
10,618,ooS
5,721.350

$63,959,55o

TXhe nmost important fires during tiieniontît just closed.
were tliese :
Brooklyn. New York, niorocco factor) ............. .5:50,0
Toronto, Ontin, departtnent stort ............... . 00,000
New York rity, Americau Horse Exchtange..........135)000
Feuelon 1IaIls. Ontario, lumnher plant .... .......... 2c0,000

Portland, Ore., lumber ill ......... ............. 1i50,000

Piesent indications suggest a ver>' good year for Uic
fire insurance interest.

One Pugh, a signal marn on the London and
Brighton Railway, seeing a train approachlîig at full
speed which seemed on fire and certaini to cause a terri -
ble accident, was s0 alarnîed as to have a sLvere nier-
vous shock. Suit was brouglht te recover danmages lui-
der the accident policy he liu.ld issued by the railway
company. The claini %v.ý -.oîtested, as friglît iii dib-
charge of dut>' was h1, , &.t ait accident. The Coturt
of Appeal, howeve-,. , -ded that, utîder such circuni-
stances, the nerv,-.&. >aock fiilly entitled thie inati to cou
pensation, as it .,ais an accident iii the opinion of botlî
the lower Court and aIl the Judges sittiîîg as a Court
of Appeal.

Mr. justice Day, an English Judge residing iii
London, thouglît to save xnoney by not iîîsuring his resi-
dence, in which he had made special and claborate ar
rangements to avoid -risk of lire. The schienie workcd
wvell for a iîunuber of years, matil remeitly a fire took,
place which inflicted a loss very far in excess of the
amotît tîîe judge had saved in prcnîiurns. Justice
Day is, nîo doubt, a good judge of law, but a poor oe
of the fire insuratîce question. %Ve should lîketoliave
a report of his reflectioxîs Miîen lie sawv bis property and
his theory going up iii suioke. The moral is obvions,
that it is better to let sonie sound compati> carry -fire
risks, as what may ruin ait individual is a mere trUife
to thein.

Colonel Stevenson and bis fire brigade coin-
panions hîave liad a splenldidj reception at WVindsor,
wlîere they wvere ShIowNV over the Castie aîîd paid
attenttionis very- rarely shown to nuy but the iiiost
distitiguislhed v isitors.

The City Council of Chicago recetlyt passed an
ordiîîaîîc taxinig iusuratice comipaIlies two per cent. iii
thecir grass receipts for the Ibetiefit of the fire depart-

men. o mecet this inîpost the iiiiderwriters ra ised the
rites by 5 per cent. ou ill property insured iii Chicago.
The instiralice conipaies fllrend(y pay taxes of 9 anil
10 per centt. to city, counitry, or suite, so ver>, naturly
looked ou titis niew ta-, aq grossly unust. It is iincrely
a roiui(lal>olit wvay of getting mnore iiioney froîn tic
people, the inisurauice calinpauies heiulg lntilized as titx
collectors.

The Nationaal Board of Fire Undcrwritcrs lins
coîik)id tc îollowing table of coiparisons:

ls5 iS94.

Ritio or losses to lirenîhîxuis.................55-88 59-99
Ratio or cxpielses tu premnitnîls........... 35.10
Ratio or comiissitionàs to priins..........8.6g 17-91
Ratio of atmoillit %ntteli tuo$I of 1059........ 24. 6' lîý6o5

Averagei rate of preînimtul....................-742 .89)S(
Ratio or tos'ses to risks wvritteni................4885 -5
Ratio Of tertu lu total Tisk4 ....... ......... 571J6 .5752

iRatio or teni ta total prciiiis................. 523S

The dividends Of the Hartford Insurance Coin.
panies for etîrrent uîontlî as colîîparcd witlî thOse Of
Jlyl, 1895, arc giveix ii tlie New York Commnercial
Bllietini as foliows:

Fie- Juiy, 96. Jxly, 95
Actîa ...... ...... ............. 5 $:ýOOO0 $2001000
î'hîoeuîix ..................... ~ 0 3 70,000 7-0

Harford ... .............. 10 125,C00 2,z

Nationual .................. 5 30,000 50,000
connecticut.................... .50,m 51300
Orient..................... 4 :,000cý 20,000
steain BolIecr............... 6 30,000 30,000

Total.................

.Netna ...... ...... ......... 21
Travelers . ........ ......... *
Travelcrs', special....... 4
Connecticut Gelleral ......... 4
Life atd Aunuity .............. 4

Total...... ..

$545,000

$37,500
25000
21.0

10.000

$103.500

37,500

6.co0
10,000

$78.500

*Quaî terly.

Nearly aIl the secret or fraternal societies have
linîiite<l tlîeir basis of assessuicuit to suins fixed rit ages
of entry tvithîout aceuiniîlatiîîg a teclînical reserve.
ruîeir atteîipt~ te tiltet ibis omissionî b>' increasing the
uîtber of assessiîcts froixi year to year is sure to end
iii disastvr. rue luinber %vill g:radualîy increase te a

pperiod w.lîeil the ijustice to the youtiger niezubers andI
thiose solicited to enter wvill becotue so apparenît as to

Ibe prohxibi tory. lEitlier the teclînical reserve mxust be
Isubstantially obtaintd, or tic basis of assessmeîît iii-
Icrensed to attaýiîîed age-s. T'aie nuitbr of tîxese socicties
Iof othier States reporting to the Connectictttdeparttiieit
junder tie statute of i895 is tweîity-eiglit, wvbich is
joniy a fractiotn of tliose operatiîîg iii the United States.
They sliould have becît utîder State supervision and
thei resýtraiîtt of proper laws froîni the State. Soule of
î.hesc have attsinied great magnitude, raîkig as the
sixth anid seveitî imsurance institutionîs of tlîe world.
It is to be regretted that geîîerally the> have iieglected
thc tcachuîîgs of actuaial experietîce in te mtode of
condtîctiîîg their businiess Thîis iiegleet iîîay entail
tipoî ttein serious difliculty in gctting uipon tic riglit

iroad ta acliieve pe-rmanient stuccess.-C;znctitit 1' In-
Iszirance ReÉpr'


