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XR. CHAMBERLAIN'S LETTER.

Tho following is o copy of the celo-
brated lottor of Mr. C’]mmborlnin n
regard to Homo Rule, which was re-
forred to by Mr. Harnington o short
timo ago in the House of Commans.

** PRIvATE AND U ONFIDENTIAL,
** Highbury Mooro Green,
Birmmgham, Dee. 17, '84.

* My Dean Sin—Having at last o
littlo spare timo, I proposo to reply
moro fully to the ‘otter yor wom kind
enough to send mo m Ootobér last,
relating to your experionce n connie-
tion with Ireland. 1 bLave agair road
your account with much interos. 1t
18 on tho wholea brnighter pioture thun
any 1 have yot seen. You seem to
havo found a general absonco of any-
thing hiko painful poverty, and a hopo-
ful spirat with regard to tho future.
Av che samo timo you remark on the
avsenco of the bitterncss which pre-
voiled a fow years ago, so that alto-

other I might, wero I so inchned,
ound on your letier an argument as to
the complete success of recent logisla-
tion and the tnexpediency of attempt-
ing ony further changes. I imagine,
howover, that this would be a con.
clusion foreign to your intention, and
it does not eatisfy my own estimate of
the situation in spite of the great
improvemont that has taken place and
the advantages recontly obtained from
the English Parhoment. You have
convinced yourself that the large
msjority of tho peoplo are still Nation-
alists in their aspirations. 1 should
liko to know exactly what this would
mean and what the peoplo really want,
but befor: entering on that inquiry I
ought to say that the answer to 1t will
not necessarily be conclusive in any
mind. As to tho policy to bo adopted
I do not consider that wishes and
rights aro always identical, or that it
is sufficient to find out what the
majority of the Irish people desire in
order at once to grant their demands.

I can pever consent to regard Ire-
land ss o separate people with tho
inkerent rights of an absolutely inde-
pendent commutity. I would not do
this in the caso of Scotland or of
Wales or, to take still more extreme
instances, of Sussex or of Londun.
In overy case the rights of the country
or district must Le subordinsted to
the rights of the whole community of
which it forms only a portion. Iro

thom are tho Education question and
the Laud quostion, and 1 would not
hositato to transfor thoir consideration
and solution ontirely to an Irish
Board, altogother indopendont of the
English Governmont's influonce. Buch
o board might also deal with railwa
and other commumeations, and would,
of course, bo invested with powers of
toxation in Ireland for theso striotly
Irish purposces. .

I doubt if it would bo wige or pos-
sible to go any further, and I do not
know if public opinion at pregont sup.
ports so great a changoe, but if I wore
ontirely freco I should bo greatly
inclined to make a specch or two in
in Ireland submitting these proposals.
If this wore carrled out tho Irieh
peoplo would have entiro indcpendenco
as regards all local work and local
oxpenditure, Irish newspupers would
find ocoupation, I hope, moro congenial
than that of bullying English oflicials
and tho English Houss of Commona,
while the Imperial Parliament would
continue to regulete for tho common
good the national policy of the Three
Kingdoms- I am, yoars truly,

6 J, CuaMBERLAIN,

*\V. H. Duignan, Esg., Rusball

dall, near Walsall."

‘The Press Asaociation adds that this
lotter was sent by Mzr, Duignan to Dr.
Kenny, M.P., by whom it was passed
throug!: the hands of o select number
of Irish members of Parliament during
the summer of 1885. Mr. Duignan
promised to forwerd any roplies
reccived to Mr. Chamberlain if desired.
He raccived what he described at the
timo as an ablo communication from
Mr. T. D. Sullivan, but not many
others. Mr. Chamberlain’s letter was
covered by ono from Mr. Duignan,
saying, * Be sure tho letter does not
get into the hands of anyone likely to
use it otherwise than as a private
communication.” This copy of Mr.
Chamberlain’s letter was taken from
tho original in the year 188&.

Capital Panishment.

Various beliefs are held as to the
autbority for capital punishment. Some
consider it unconstitutional, somo as
contrary to human reason, and some
as contrary to the divine purpose. It
i said that neither man ner the state
has the right to inflict cspital punish-
mont , and many of these statoments
aro plausible, bat misleading.

land, by its geographical position, and
by its history, is a part of the United
Kingdom, and it cannrt divest itself |
of the obligations ¢: be denied the
advantages which this condition in
volves. Accordingly, if Nationalism
means separation [ for one am pre
pared to resist it. I see in it the
grobability. almost the certainty, of
nngerous complications, and an an-
tagonist which would beo injurious to
the interests of the larger country and
fatal to the prosperity of the smaller.
Sooner then yiold on this point I
would govern Ireland by force tfo tho
end of the chapter. But if National

ism meaus Home Rule T have uo
objection to make to it in principle,
and T em only anxious to {ind out
exsctly what it means.

I object to the Home Rule proposed
by the lato Alr. Butt, because I believo
it would not work, but would infaliibly
lead to a demand for entire separation.
On tho other hand I consider that
Ircland has a right to a local govern-
ment more complate, more popular,
more thoroughly representative, and
more far-reaching than anything that
has hitherto been suggested; and I
hopo that the first session of o reform-
ed Parlinmont will settle this question,
so far at Jeast as what is calied connty
government is concerned ; but for my-
sslf 1 am willing to go oven farther.
I beliove there are questions not local
In any sense, but which requize local
and oxceptional treatment 1n Irclend,
and which cannot be dealt with to the

It is part of a liberal education to
know what our philosophy and our
religion teack concerning the question.
With theintention of adding a little to
what has already been writton on the
subject, I bave ventured to work it out
among these lines,

To begin with, we must know
whother the death penalty has tho
divine sanction , we must koow, what
relation thostate which inflicts it bears
to the divine power , and we muat con-
sider the cssential nature of tho
ponelty.

We are all under the domininn of
God. Proof for this assertion would
be superfiuous.  God in the formation
of tho stato relegated His powerz to
His reprasontatives, to tho properly
constituted authorities, by them to bo
exercised for the goneral good. Fer
authority isan atiribate of civil society,
of which God is the feunder. The
Almighty verified this in the mission
of tho patriarchs to His chosen peoplo;
in particular, fo the mission of Mosea-
who was lew giver and judge, high,
pricat and guide, investod with the
power to instruct and diroct the Israel-
ites, and lead them “out of the sfflic-
tion of Egypt.” God said to Moses.
“JTom who I am. Thus shalt thou say
to the sons of Jerael : *I am hath sent
me to you.'”

For = stato to be perfect in its
organization, it is necessary that it
should bave all tho powers necessary
for its good government. It is plain,
that it could not f£ill this purposo,

satisfaction of the Irish people by an
Imporial Parliament. Chief smong

without possessing the right to punish
offenders. Tho capital punishment is

T

inoluded in this right ie truo, becauso
thoro aro capital offances. Icis in tho
naturo of justice, that punishmont
should be propartioned to tho crime,
Aftor al), it is o quostion of degreos of

unisbment. Thoro fe no differenco in
Eind botweon cloctrooution and lifo
{mprisonment, oue bolog the oxtrems,
tbo othor n losscr ponalty. Take an
individuul for exeample. How could ho
bo said to cnjoy frocdow, if, whiio
oncumbered with o diseasod momber,
ho weoro provorted from removing ft1
Tho same question holds good in tho
body politic. How could it bo a com-
pact powor, wore it unablo to rid itself
of uowholosome and even dangorous
membors § Nay, juet as o man is bound
at times to got a hand or o log ampu-
tated in order to save the wholo body,
g0 is the stato bouund to lop off thoso
mombers, whoss ev’' oxampis wou'd
sap tho juice of the iree of atate, and
whogo crimes would vitiate the lifo
blood of tho community.

Letnotany ono imagine that ,hestate
can abdicato ita right to imposo the
death ponalty. For the stato has full
power to act for its own gond, and this
fullness of  wor, which is measured
by thoso thu. 3 that neccssarily ocour
in a stato, is o constant quantity, itself
measuredor weighed by thoso necessary
ceourrences.

Thero are three classes of prin for
wrong doing.

One is curatite, and is applied in
cazos of light offences,  Its object is to
prevent the repetition of the fault io
the same person,

A gecond is deferrent to warn others
from tho path of criminality.

The third is erpiative. By tbis the
crimioal makes atonoment to violated
Justice.

Qorrespondingto each of these classes
of punishment is a clasgs of wrong
doing. A father chastisea bis son. Tue
offanse is slight and will presumably,
net be repeated if tho child is ad-
mosished.

The deterrent punishment is not so
much for the benefit of the crimiaal
as of those who might make the offense
o precedent, The imprisonment, to
which a robber is consigoed, doters
others from committing robberies. In
this case, the offunce and tho punish-
ment are greate: than those of the
delinquent boy.

Tho taking of lifo is the extreme
violation of justico aud demands the
oxtreme pensity of death, otherwise
the state wonld be unabloe either to
preserve tho order which justice re-
quires, or to maintain tho security of
its penple.

It must be rewmambered, that the
power of inflicting the death penalty
belongs to the state in its corporate
character, and cannoot be exercised by
a private individual. Death may be
inflicted « ¢ctly or indirectly. In the
former case, death 18 wished as an end,
in the latter it results from accident
and in self-defense, and attaches no
stain of capability. ‘The stato kills
directly, for the death of the criminal
is the end desired. But even here the
state does not act, until tho object to
bo panished has surrendered his con
nete right.to live, in other words until
he has ceased to be a person.—P.J.
Behan, in the Catholic Revinie,

Bishop Auzer of Canton, Chins, has
roceived the dignity of a Grand Man:
darin from the Emperar.

The Abbe de Maubeuge, a chaplain
of Notro Dame des Vicloires, Paris,
hos paid to the French Treasury the
sam of forty thousaugd francs, received
by way of restitution from one of his
poniteats. At the treasury they are
now praising the confessional as an ox-
collent institution, and they are right.

Kor Over Fifty Tcars
Mas. Wixox’s Soominso Sreor has veen used by
mmac “:;x thelr 2h! dren "ﬁ“" to:’t‘hln:: 1t soothos
child, soltons the I n, cunea x1nd
recalates the romach and bowein aad s the

A Medical Cllent of Mary.

Dz, Joseph Revamier, tho fllustrious
Fronch phyaician of tho great and
noble, of princos and kings, & savant
whoso roputation was European, was
not moro ominent for hia lsarning and
obility thay, for his Christian faith and

fety. Whonever he coasidered med.
cino ineffvotive, ho addressod himselt
to the great Ifealer, and ho always
solicited tho Blessed Virgin to aot as
his intormediary,

Ono evening boforo concluding night
prayors, which he habitually reclted in
prescnce of his wholo family, he an.
nounced that ho would say throo * Huali
Marys” for the conversion of & pationt
in extromo danger. Tho prayers said,
the aged Dootor caught hold of the
chair by which ho was krooling, and,
supporting himself by its means, .ove
to his feot. As ho did #o his watch.
pocket eame in contact with one of tho
chairs corners. Whother from tho
offects of the shock or from a simple
coincidence, tho main-rpring of the
watch broke, and there foﬁowod 80
sharp a whir of the broken mechanism
that some ono inquired :

** Why, what is that?

"“'Tis tho dovil running away,” smil.
ingly replied the physician.

At six o'clock the following morning
Dr. Recamier arose, and, shortly after.
ward loaving his residence, prococded
briskly to the Rue du Bac to inquire
as to the condition of the patient for
whom he had prayed.

He found everybody in the bouse
joyous and happy ; the mother of the
sick young wan thanked the physician
effosively; the youthfal wife pressed his
banris gratefully ; and the patient him.
self, as goon as bo saw Dr. Recamier,
cried ont :  * Comwo in, Doctor,—come
in!' I'm happy now; for I am re.
couciled to Him you serve so well,”

Tho gratified practitioner was soon

pat in possession of the details of the
conversion. It was Frederic himself
who had called for o priest, It was
Frederic, too, who, after having made
his confassion, asked for Extreme
Unction and the Holy Viaticum. The
Doctor cangratulated his patient, and
acknowledged that he had secured a
great many prayers for him. This
announcement vas the signal of further
expressions of grateful joy,
Five minutes later the patient
atopped in the middle of 2 smile to
utter a profound sigh , and then—noth.
ing father. The sigh was his last:
Frederic was dead. The anfortanate
women, his mother and wife, passed at
once from joy to grief, from happiness
to despondency. But Dr. Recamier,
pointing out to them the statue of the
Blessed Virgin recently placed in the
apartment, reassured them.

% Courege, ladies,—courge! The
Bleased Virgin almost miraculonsly pro-
longed his Iife 60 that he might have
leisure to prepare himself for death.
Froderio recoiled from the recuption of
the Sacramonts; she caused bim to
desiro them and ask for them himaelf.
By the way,” he sdded, to make a
diversion and to bring o their mindsa
cousoling thought,—* by tho way, at
what time did ho ask for a priestt"

* At half-past nino last night, Doc-
tor,” was the reply.

“ Half-past nine!” ho repeated.
“ Why, it was just at that hour that
we finished our ¢ Hail Marys' for his
conversion. I know it, for the main-
spring of my watch broko just then;
und here you may eco that it marks
that hour. Ah! my dear ladics, pray
te our, Blessed Mother ; pray for the
dear departed ; prag well, and rest
assured that God will give you sll the
strength of which you stand in need at
8o trying a time."— dge Maria.

A 81mple way to kelp Poer Tatholic Misalon.
Sayeall canoelled stampa of or
kind and country and sond them to Rev, P,
M. Barral, Hammonton, Now Jersoy. Givo
at anoo your address, and you will recelve

bottle, Sald by all dru throughoat the world,
Be ruro and sk for  MEa Wixswows  Sooruxe

-with tho nocossary explanation a nlcs Sau
weair of Bammonton Missions.



