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Saturn Iny concenled. Manny of the iaws were also “doposited in
in his temple, for lnws wero sacred in that day.,

“"Thoe greek words which stand for Saturn and Timo differ ouly
in ono lotter, and on this account Saturn is represented as dovour-
ing his children and casting thun up again, as Time dovours and
consumes all things which it has produced, which at longth revive
ngain and ave, as it were, renowed: Days, months and yoars aro
th- children of Time which he constantly dovours and produces
avew.  The numo of Saturn is said to be derived from the Latin,
Satur—full—satisficd—menning a God who is satisfied with his
own comprehensive powers.”

LEITER FROM W. B. O00KE.

New Yorx.
TrizNp HARGRAVE,—

You will sco Ly tho above that I am in Now York City, of
which I can say nothing at present boyond just mentioning for
Eyre Evans that I met and had a conversation with his brother
of tho Graphie.

I have already given you some description of Buffalo; Rochester
you know something of from a visit. I found it thik with
Spiritualists—the best class I met thero wero the veaders of the
Index. My hopo of Western Now York is in the young lawyors
and doctors, the younger branches of both these professions heing
far advanced in cultured Freethought. The working men bere
have formed themsclves into a distinct party, and in proportion
as thay keep distinet fro1r the Republican and Democrat their
power will be felt ; but 1 fear the tricks of professional politicians
on one side, and their old predispositions on the other, will causo
some of them to be seduce] by old party cries, and prevent their
nominations being successful, henco their power not being fels
will not bo sought after.

In Rochester T fell in with a strange spesimen of an orthodux
lawyer, and was surprised +t hit inviting me home to tea. I had
to refuso that evening as Ingersoll lectured for ono night only, I
told him T would not miss tho opportunity of heaving him, ~Ile
pressed nio to call at his office the followiag afternoon, wkich I
did, and accompanied bim home. I think ke purposcly forgot my
name, and intieduced me w bis wife and family as tho + Radical
Missionary ”; I afterwards discovered that his wife was a Matori-
alist. I assure you that it was a pleasant refiection to think that
hohad the good senso to gratify his wiiv's taste by introducing a
kindred spirit to her company. We had a spirited controversy,
freo {row offence or ill-feclivg. I felt that he respreted tho honest
Athcism of his wife, and that neither her moral worth nor happiness
was loasened by hier opposite opinions,and could not hut remark that
in that respect he was suporior to tho Deity ho worshipped, as tho
common crthodox beliet is, that faith is tho higheat heavenly
virtue and unbelief tho direst calamity—with the penalty of
certair unending torment.,

Syracuzo was my next placo—a liberal and lively city. It Las
no organized body of Freethinkers under that name, but has a
Inrge and liberal element. Here tho Unitarian clement preo.
pouderates. Orthodoxy lhero is as rotten as icy snow under an
April sun. It is percolated and honeycombed by a libernlism
which will nover freeze thought permanently again. Tho Rev.
Ezckiel W. Munday, an Indepondent in fact as well a1 in name,
is doing good work hero by Ereaking down tho barriors of pre-
judice. I heard him preach a good sormon on * Croed and
Conduct,” from tho parable of the good Samaritan, in which he
showod that the (rue man was the Samaritan Horetic, not the
Onrthodox Priest nor Levite.  Ho repudiated, with something liko
scorn, the beliof that good conduct could not bo acceptablo to God
unless accompanied by true theology, maintaining throughout that
it, and it only, was tho ono abscluto test of worth; that it could
bo no pleasuro to God to meet once in soven days to pray and
praiso him if it did not benofit us. Ho donounced the doctrino of
Hell in unmessured terms, and *said boldly that it was better to
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blot out both heaven and holl thun have both. I spentan hour
or more with him in his study, and have a standing invitation to
visit Lim when I again visit Syracuse., I aftorwards called on
Bishop Huntington, and tock his order for the Fortnightly, e
is a fino spevimen of the Evangelical English Churchiman. 1le
appeared rather timid of Spencer, Tyndall and Huxloy, and I
think regards them as a dangerous trinity ; but, being of n cot-
troversial disposition will fight them rather than shirk them,
Formerly I was afraid of ecclesinstical drapery. I then considercd
it added dignity to the wearer, but experienco is muking mo
scopticu] respecting human greatuess. The moro I seo of socicty,
the more I wn convinced that che mental differenco botween man
and man iz nothing like so groat as our falso educations huvo
forced us to belicve. My associations and oxporience embraco
porsous widely divergent in professional ealling, Judgos, States-
wen, Doctors, Divines, &c., aud it is only occasionslly I focl
myself in tho presence of a mnaster mind, and then not always
one whom society has set aside for his greatness.

In Albany I had the good fortu.e to meot an old acquaintanee;
one well tmined in Freothought in England, ho is the active
spirit of a good Freethought Society, comprising nearly ono
hundred mombers with an attendance of from two Luudred to
three hundred visitors. Their meetings aro conducted in the
main much like cur own; spcech or essay, after which a
debate of nbout ono and a half hour, tho first opposition
speaker occupies twenty minutes, following spenkers ten
minutes cach. There is more talent in tho Albany Socicty
than in any Ficethought Society I am acquainted with. Thoy
possess at least two good writers and four good speakers. Tho
speakers aro roady debaters, each with a well stored mind and
casy, cffective, and fluent delivery. Tho writers and speakers I
name are 1ouch superior to myself. At the request of my friend
I spoko twice there in reply to the leading opposition—onco on
“ Rationalism versug Orther'oxy,” and once on the “ Resurrection
of Jesus,” Thero is also in Albany a literary liberal organization,
called the “ Young Aen's Association,” which offers pohitical
aspirants the first step on the ladder to fame, one of the eandi-
dates for President cngaged Ingersoll to deliver two separate
lectures. Between tho first and second visit Dr. Iiving Magee,
a talented and popular preacher, who was nominated on both
tickets as curator, replied to Ingersoll's lecturo m hus abisence and
stated that Ingersoll had, at the Delevin Hotel, called Jesus (hnsy
“u dirty little Jew.” On Ingersoll's second visit he chzllanged the
statement, stating that if the Doctor did not give his authority for
the unfounded assertion ho should tell the audience, ““it wasa
dirty little lie,” the authoiity was not forth-coming and the Doctor
had to father tho “dirty little lie.”” Tho Associztion put Imgersoll
in nowinution as curctor agaiuet the Ductor and he polled nearly
two hundred votes. This tells-well for tho liberal pluck of Albany.
1 encloze voting paper. It will be gratifying to you to Drear that
tho Albany Socicty wero so favourably Impressed with tho hend-
ing of the FREETHUUGHT JoURNAL, that they have given ordurs for
our printed motto, in the order on our paper, to bo painted on the
wall of their meeting-room—ornawentally, and in as attractivo a
stylo as their best artist can display it. I left tho copics of the
FreernovenT JoURNAL with Mr. Joseph deDonough,wha promised
to do all he could to extend its circulation in Albany and Troy—
two fine citics and cach full of Frecthinkers, but, I am sorry tosay,
trade is frightfully dull in both places. 1 expect to reach home
by the Queen’s Bivthduy, If you or any of the frends hava
leisuro pléaso drep mo a line during tho weck—I long to hear how
you are going on. I will givo you a special Iotier on tho Oncida
Community during the weck with a slight notice of American
Social Communities ; it was a subject I was much at sea on till 1
visited the 3tate of Now York and conversed with commumsts,
and hoard thoir story as well tho story of their enomics.

April 1, 1878,

B. F. Undorwood loctared at Springfield, Ill., April 14th,
and will locturo at Kirksville, Mo., 16th to 21st; Warsaw, Mo,
23rd, 24th, 25th.



