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the scholars, and i . admires their sc]f-«leninl;mi ht suffice to remind him of what Sab-l
—but somehow or other it regards the bath school teachers aro too upt to forget in which the visitor might materially nw'y
Sabbath school as an institution to be left in their times of difficulty—that, as ser- the teacher. And while speaking to the
entirely to the minister and tho Subbath, vants of Christ, they are never unsupported children of their duty ta atterd the schou,
achool teacher. or alone, for at such times * there standeth[an opportunity would be given to say a fuw
We know that these remarks do not ap- One nmong them whom they know uot."lwords to the purents upon the dutics de.
ply equally to all congregations. But, Let it be remembered, too, that Sabbath!volving on themn, In this way we can o
after allowing for the decp interest which school teachers, like other people, have their how tho visiting of a Sabbath school wiy
very many migisters and clders take in the peculiar temptations, lo which they will bcfgruduully lead to the visiting of a distri
Sabbath schools, is it not true that our,most apt to yicld if they arc left entirely to, And as the Union has recently had 1.
Churches, upon the whole, regard them as, themselves.  The constant dealing with thclsubjcct of district visitation under discw.
in & manner, the private ground of the,routine of lessons, school management, &ec., sion, we would ask, if the Sabbath schools
teachers, and o province of Christian duty places the teacher in some danger of be- might not conveniently, and with soue
with which all who are not themsclvesivoming a formalist in his duties, and ofipeculiar advantage, be adopted as starting.

The calling for ahscntees is another wark

teachers have no immediate concern ?
This is not as it ought to be. The con.
gregation ought to feel s0 intimate a con-

losing sight of the spivitual aspect of his'points for such visitation 2~ The visiting !
work. The visit of a pious friend may be'a district secms a more formidable under.
of use in counteracting this dunger.  We taking than to awist a Sabbath school teu .

nexion with the Saubbath schouls, and soymay add also that if left tov much tojer in visiting his scholars. A person wh,

deep an interest in them, as to lead them
to desire to #isit the schools, and ascertain
for themsclves what it is the teachers are
doing in their muwe. The duty of the
Churches to Sabbath schools, then, is, in
our opinion, to identify themselves with the
teachers, and to take such an interest in
the work as can only be maintained and
expressed by frequent visits to the schools.

We do not propose that at such visits
there should be any interference with the
teachers, or any interruption to the ordi-
nary routive of the school. We are not
now speaking of visits by those qualified to
give the teachers assistance in the work of
tuition. What we ask for is, that any
member of the congregation feeling a sin-
cero interest in the Sabbath school, and

feeling that the Sabbath school teacher is
representing the Church to his scholars,
should manifest his interest by visiting the
school.

If the schools were thus visited, who can
doubt that the results to the congregation
would be beneficial?  Would not their
interest in the schools be greatly increased ?
Would not their Christian sympathies be
awakened 2 Would not their sense of|
responsibility be quickened 2 Might they
not become impressed at the Sabbath school
with the need that exists for a mission of

themselves, teachers ave apt to feel them-jwould not venture upon the former worl
sclves, as it were, a distinet class in the'migllt undertake the latter; while we ful
Church, with separate and distinet interests. lconvinccd that, once engaged in visiting for
The evil of this need not be pointed out.  jthe Sabbath school, the visitor would soum
And the effect of such visits will be be willimg to extend his calls to all the
eiqually beneficial to the school itself.  I- families of the district.
it of little consequence that the scholars| The real prosperity of Sabbath schoul
see that some importance is attached to thc:must. in so fur as human agency is concern
school by othiers besides those who are en-‘ed, depead mainly upon the teachers, The
gaged in conducting it? They are not'minister may direct the whole work, al
surprised that their teachers should desire'he may occasionally visit the schools. Eva
their comstant attendance, and should ex- his visits cannot be expected to be very
press great interest in their well-being. frequent, from the nuture of his other .
They take that as a matter of course. But pations on Sabbath. But tho teaching
if something of a similur interest is shewn und management of the schools must main.
in them by others, wo cannot doubt thatlly depend upon® th~ teachers themsclves,
many of the counsels addressed to them by With regard to all details of school manage-
their teachers will come home to their|ment,&e., we think that overy security that
hearts with a new degree of authority. is desirable will be had, if the teachen
The parents of the scholars, also, may be mect regularly for friendly conference anl
affected ia some degree by the interest for mutual assistance, to consult with o
shewn in the school hy the congregation. another as to plans and proceedings, and ty
The importance of all the teacher is doing;take what measures they find to be most
for their children may be confirmed to them 'eftective for assisting each other in prepars-
by the visits of the members of the congre- ‘tion for their duties in the school. Al thi
gation. The school cannot appear to them'let the teachers themselves provide for.
an ivsignificant matter, if’ others not pcr-'undcr the dircction, of course, of the miu
sonally cugaged in its management evince.ister.
50 much interest in it. It scems desirable, also, that, the dutie
As to practical improvements in the of the teachers being so truly rcligiou,
schools, we look for these to follow frow there should be occasional meetings among

Christian love to the honies of many of thelsuch visits rather inditectly than directly. 'them for prayer, in order that the spiritu

scholars 2 In short, contact with the Sub-!

hath schocls might be of inestimable set-

vice to members of a congregation, as it has,
been to very many of the Sabbath school:
teachers, both with respect to their own;
life, and with respect to their usefuluess in'

the world.
The cffect of such visits on the teachers
would be very important.

It would be'

Under the direction of the minister, the
eachers are generally best abie v judge of thein view.

what improvements may be introduced in; These points the congrey-tion may leare
the management of the schools. On some to the teachers, if only the congregatica
points, however, the t2achers may feel the sec that the teachers are attending to them.
advantage of having the opinion of an on-| It appears to us, therefore, that, withoxt
looker, and in such cases the visitors may interfering in any way with the existinz
prove of matcrial assistance. One benefit' management or system of Sabbath schools
which the schools would certainly reccive the duty of the congregation towards thes

aspect of their work may not be lost fron

quite a mistake to suppose that tcachcrs:fmm such visits as we have alluded to is,institutions is to take a more lively and
would have any hesitation in hailing such,that disciplinc would bo more casily cn- more intimate interest in them than at pre
friendly visits. We cannot doubt that not forced. Every teacher of a * mission sent, to realise that they are doing part o
a few feachers have failed in their work'school” knows how difficult it is to main- the work of the Church, and to prove thx
for want of some friendly sympathy. With'tain strict order in the classes, and how 'the congregation identifies itself with the
a troublesome and rude class of children, much this difficulty is lessened by the occa-'teachers, by its members paying freques
and po apparent cffect following from his,sional visit of a stranger. This is indeed visits to the sthools. The minister aol
labours, many a teacher has desponded of ;the poiat to which we think the attendance session of a parish may have a comuwitte
success, and been rcady to resign the at- jof visitors should be first directed, It is,of their number appointed to. take som:
temot.  The visit of some one who sympa- obviously in vain to look for good results special supervision of the Sabbath school:, |
thised with him in bis difficulty might be'from & school where tho classes are not but in our opinion, no provision of this kind
cuough to revive his drooping courage ;"ig!ordcrly and quiet. 'ought to be held as doing away with tbe



