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ther he would not.”  James is kill-
ed by the sword.  As to the rest all
we know is this, that they lived
and died under the promise, “ Lo !
L am with you alway.”

3. ¢ The end ot all things” then wmust
mean just what has been usually under-
stood by the word—the close, viz. of the
who'e economy of huwm:n affsirs as it is
at presunt constituted.  Temptation will
end ; anud persecution, anid sorrows, and
she ragping ot an evil world; and the
scofling and the scorn ot the wicked;
and ail the hurry, und all the show ot
lite ; and the weary toils and unr. guited
sacrifices of the good | »ud alithe gather-
ed earthly rosul's of this lone develops
ment ¢t yeurs,  Even the dispensations,
which liave saecessiuliy died  inta each
other. will al die again, that God's new
creation way spring out of their dust.
There will be an end of the very esrth
itseit. which has sheltered and occupied
for u few briet days so many toiling pil-
grims, and of the henwvens that shine
1bove us ‘‘as they now ars,” while *‘new
heavens ani & new earth"—the snme
material universe, it may well be the
same stars and systems, ouly transtigur~
ed and purified —will take their place.
This world is like a clock, striking the
bours, and ticking the moments as they
pass. But the heavy leads are talling
wside with every moment, and there will
enme the momnent when they ean fall no
further, and tben all the macbhinery ot
lite will be still, and He, who, at first,
put all the purts together will take them
asunder and put them up again in a
higher and wmore permancat way. ““The
end of all things” then 15 that supreme
crisis in human aftairs, predesticed from
the begimuning, und to whiciv all things
inevitubly tend, which ay well be
spoken of o such languaze, u3 “the
end,” altbough it L equally tiue that,
without waste ol vnergy v logs of time
there will bo & liesh lLeginning. DBut
the end must eun.e first to give opportu.
aity and oceasion for «uch a  beginninz.
Rewards have heen promised and they
must be paid ; wenalties threatened and
they must be iuflicted. The glad, the
awtul word **come” uad “depart” must
tall on diffecrent ears; 1:oral goveins
ment must be vindic:led; the glory of
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the kingdom displayed. <“‘l.o! He
cometh with clouds, and every eoye
shall see Him.” «They also tbat nierced
him,” not alone on the day ot his
crucifixion, sut they who in every age
have pierced him with their neglect,
their scorn. their selt-rjighteous  pride~
tiey shall see hyn on that day. and
mourn beciuse ot him. [t is this com.
ing ot the lord, in the end ot all things,
which i8 s0 much put torth is the apos«
tolic writings as a motive — i Very pow-
ertul motive they evidently theught it
—to Christian diligence, and watehtul-
ness and prayer.

t. 'This motive is, manifestly, in theit
e¢stimatinn, much strengthened bv the
near proximity of tke events. There
ean be no mistake in this Interpretation
since all the apostles write in the same-
sitain.  St. Petor says +The end of all
things is at bund.” St. Jawes, *Be ye
alsn patient, for the coming of the Locd
is at hand.”” St. Paul, ~Let your mod-
eration be known unto all men, the
Lord 13 ar hand.™ St. John, “Little
children it is the last time” Here we
have the tour leading apostles, all tes-
titying to the same thing—the near end
of the dispensation, and the coming of
the Lord, avd all drawing the same
practical lessons from it and making
use of it as 4 motive to promule the
same statea of mind, aad the same
Christian behaviour.

Did thev then really expect the al-
most ima:..iate appesrance of the Lord,
in their own iite? Muny of our ablest
erities agree now jn the opinion that
they did. and that it is not pcssible to
make any oiher interpretation  of their
language.  Yet the pomnt is not guite so
ciear.  Compure this  passage with
other in the same apostle’s writings
in which he says *Iut beloved, be not
ignorant of this one thiug, that one day
is with the Lord as a thousand years,
and 2 thousand vears as one day,” To
owm <iought and in all enr reckonings.
the difference is vast between one doy and
a theusand years. T'ry as we nay, we
cannot think them the same, or us wnuch
alike. *“*One duav.” how short! *“A
thousand years,” Low long! Since this
time yesterday how litt.e  has bappened
inour individual iife! How iittie, re-
latively to ull history, in the world!



