
THE CITURCH 0F SCOTLAND.

Pastor and P.zsple.

An A ddress to Sf. Sfrpkeus's ('on qreya-
lion, St. Jfohn, N. B., 1m~ Reti. W. 1'.
Bey.q, on lte occasion of Indurtion of
Rev. D. MéRae.

It falls to mie to dirs you as a, peo-
pie in relation to your pastor. My $nib-
et is an olit and oiten handied one,

andt on~e, 1 presuinse. on wieh you think
you need no Speeial exottin wi
take s0 sssuch for graated, andi address
you briefi>', avoiding ail dletails. Andi
as yossr ideas of wi:at a iniister is, or
ssouhl 1w, ilay affeut- your conduet in
relationi to y-our p)a.tor, 1 may start with
the qu:estion, In wviat liglît arc we to
regard the clergy9

rîsere are varions wav& in wielsc min-
isters as a ciass nsay be regardesi, and
have been regarded, in thse course of lus-
tory. Puttiusg aside the view, as one
wlsich is too, extremne te be generaliy
held, hat thsey are ossly se man>' expen-
siveencumbrances to societ>'. atsd obstruc-
tions en the whole to intelcertuai pro-

e s« andi moral frccdomn, there is the
otd and stili widely prcvailissg bel*ci' that

the>' irc priesti>' intercessors andi media-
torm between God and i uan, isavinr,
power ta open the Kingilom of Ileaven'
to mien, or to seni tisei to lit-I at plea-
sure, to lsind or to loose as tihe- rec fit
or bave an interest in sa doiag. Where-
ever there is: .I1 approximation to sncb a
helief, tise clercv. of vourse, will bc re-
gardcd witis a corresponsling ave andi
rever1 ncc, andi the peoiule wiil be al
obedience-obsequious andi subi'sive
to the Churci to assy exteat. In such a
dtate of tisings. the ciergy na),y aliost
always have their own wvay, aiiy irîdica-
tien of a veisit on their part being gen-
eraiiv eiiossgh to hiave it fulfilcd .fbr
their wiil is tisouglIit ta bc tbe will aof
Heavea. n

The~ elicrgy, in zuch a vicw, are tise
veritable kissgs and ruiers of men, andi
it is easy ta sec tisat, svhere it is iscld,
tbey niust have a tremeadous power for
(food or for ill. But tbere is a teadencv
niow-a-tIavs, in sote Protestant cons-
asîsisities and sections of tise Churcb, ta
swing, ta an equal extremne in an oppo-

sieirection ; and, froim regarding the
elcrgy as the rightfui rulerg andi masters
of' men, and of tbe people over whomn
thcy have been severaily set as pastors,

seine are beginning te feel ani te qpeak
as if they were only the pel's seir-
vants, to be bired an«d <iismîssqed at plea-
sure, accoriiing as fancy or caprice anay
dietate. Tisey wouid like, apparently,
to Isire tiseir ininister froin year to year,
or froun munth, to month, hike any do-
me.stic or cons mon labourer; and if tbey
t'uifil their engagement by payirsg Iiiot
visa't bley prosnised, thev sensi to tsisik

thyhave dore remarkabiy well, ani
tiat no one bas an>y right ta comipiain.

It miglit be a muatter for discussion as
to which of these two states of' feelinge
and belief' is the more degradingY-tor 'i
shouhi say that they botîs originaSte frosi
ansd indicate a ver>' low spiritual -state of
sssind and beart, and that, on the wbale,
they niust tend to perpetuateand produce
such a state; but if were asked for nîy
opinion as to which of thetn was likely
to be thse more productive af cvii to mnan-
kind. 1 helieve 1 would say the latter-
that which make the clergy inereiy the
servants of tiseir people. Though its
general tendcncy ma>' bc bad, thetc is a
possihîlity of rising in and b>' the former
view to the nohiest and purest devotion;
and the feelings which it Ibsters are
essentiaily religious, thougb it niay he in

very low degree; but the produce of
the latter is Iikeiy to be nothing but
irreligion and irreverence-or pure in-
difference to the hig"lier life, or a scoffing
infidelity. And it is better, I sliould, say,
tisat tihe Churcb, with bier learning ami
ber wiedosss, as 8 corporate body should
rule, tisough itshouid be througls a pope,
than tîmat the direction of tise aflairs of
the sanctuary should be in the hands of
seine ignorant and conccited, nieddie-
soine la>' individual and self-appointed
ruier, as; in the latter case it sîsiglit iaid
woulit very olten be.

But without furthcr comment on these
opposite views, and paçsissg over ail the

f radat ions and shades of' opinion that
ie betwveen, 1 thirsk that the commnon

distinction betwcen clergy and lait>' is
raajicaiiy wrong, and that it has been
productive of much evil in the past ; and
the more we live in the spirit of our bol>'
religion aud of the kingdom where ail
are k sngs and priests ta God, the more, 1
tlsink, shall we lose that distinction in
the sense aof the unitv in lite and privil-
eges of ail who are beIievers' Vi th res-
pect to office, the nhinistry ivill probabiy


