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charcoal, mixed wvith potatoes wvhen stor-
ing, provided tiîey wTere sound and dry

wlîen puting up, would tend to preserve
themn from the rot.

SIR,-In a laIe nuiuber of your valuable
Gazette, you describe the plait by wvhich a
respectable gentlemnan saved a pit of potatoes
fromn roiting,,, wvhicli %vas by means of peat
charcoal sprinkled aaxong the tubers in the
pit; wluile two-thiirds of other twvo pis of the
saine sort, lifted at the same time, and treat-
ed in tue sane vay, excepliig the charcoal
flot beirg ud, were rotten. .As to the - od,
effects cfcharcual fromn wood, in preventing
disease among putatocs, 1 cran bear ample
testimonv; and 1 think this a matter %vhieli
siîould riOt be iost sighit of. For Iwo years,
I have had a large border cropped 'vitli Early
Frame and Prince Regent potatoes. Thies-2
,verc pianted witli charred brushwood, and 1
believe flot two dozen diseased tubers wverc
found amongst iem; %vliie those planted
-vithout charcoal %vere very much diseased,
especialiy where dung %vas macle us of. 1
hiad a border of potaloa-s planted wifth SOOt as
manture, wvhieh grev very luxuriant, but wvas
very much diseasec. Iu planting with, the
charcoal~ no dung wvas used. The stets were
planted in drills ;ccross the border, two fect
apart, and eight iuches ln the drill, with a
large hiandful %f charcoal laid carefuily abovc
each set; then cuvered withi the rnould in
diriging, to the de.pth of four incites. It ie a
generaUly ascertained fact, that damp is a
promoter of the potato disease, proceeclingr
from a cold, retentive soil, or from, a col,
stili, damp atmnosphcre ; and, as charcoal lias

agreat afliiiy for damrp, being plaeed above
the set, the coilar of tuie stem, xvlîich is com-
rnonly attacked by te discase bel ore it des-
cends to the tiabers, lias Io pass through tîxe
charcoal, and hence te superabundant mois-
turc is absorbed by the chiarcoal, and aller-
-wards, in dry, ecar weathier, suckeà up by
the spongioles of the fibrous rouis, iu dite
proportions. 1 had a quantity of poiatocs ia-ît
year pittcd iii the ordinary wvay; there wvas
very litile disease among tliem wvhen put iip.
When the pit was openied for a ,ýupply, about
a nionth hence, a fourili part wvas found id Io 
quite roUten, and many iainted. Tîxe bad
,vcre all picked ont, and tho good laid on a
ibick beclding of coal cîniders, ani aiong the
centre, a roW <'f large fiower pots, filiedl il
dry, slakeci lime, covcrcd over %vith slates.
This had the desired effect in drying tîxe po-
tatoes, and preventing any further dccay.
Lime is a first-rate atisorbenlt of inoisture.
Around the fiower-pots the potatocs were as
if they had beexi dricd on a kilii. Boardcd
floors, raised a litile above the ground sur-
face. se as to allow a strata of air to paLs
belowv, and up throiihx the tubnrs, have been
recommended, as a so a îowv of drain tiles
along the centre of the pit. Admittingairfroma

boi ends, whichi pass up%'ards through the
potaioes, andi tiience to the exterior, by ventB
of strawv, vents aiuug the cetre of ilie ridge
of the pit, cliarreci fagg-ots of woud or charred
peatfrn, as iltee a drain aiong the
centre of the pit, amnong or below the PO-
tatues, antd lefi Opent ai haut ends, %viîh a
series of straiv vents, 1 think wouid bc of
great service.

TO TuEV COfiMITTLE 0F THER ACRICULTURAL
UsUROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY.

GEsLuinNDurnoethe last twelve
muontlhs tuera have becii various and con-
tiadictory opinions publishied as ta the ad-
vaniacres thiat wvould resuli to te Ixisli far-
mers frurn cultivating tie sugar beet; and
lu the course of last spýring, I w'as reqaested
by severai farmiug friands to iry sorte ex-
porinienî.s, and aseertain, as far as I couid,
.le relative niernts, a naneîua rî
of the suga,.r beet and ilia coxnuîxonly grown
variciies of miangel -%vnrzel. I have donc
su wvill ai the Care 1 e.uld ; but exiended
my experiments tu soveral otlier roots crops;
auci as I wil] exhibit these roots at your
shio% of farn prouce, 1 consider ltati ti j
lu you 1 sitauld address a stateinent of the
results I have obtained.

The lanîd aipon wvhich I grcw lte different
root crups whicli 1 shahl exijibit, is an allu-
vial deposit of a darkishi colour, vary-ing from,
six Io tweive incitas deep, resting, in some
places, on a subsoil of %vaxy, bluýcday, ini
uther paris on sand, :and againi on yellow
dlay and grave], wvorked togeclter £0 as Io
but perfec.îly inipervious to water. l'le
whtoie field (nine acres, Irish) produced a
crop of oats lasi year; and immeaiiately afier
the oat crup %%as removed, about thrve acres
wvere plonglied, liarrowved, and tue wveeds
picked off, again cross-plouglid and hiarrow-
cd, and the wceds piecd off perfecîly dlean;
the ground %vas ilixei xarkaci ituto ridges
seven feet fromn centre Io centre, and iabout
thirly tonts of guod duitg per acre laid on,
-whichi -vas uxouglied in. Tihis groîînd -%as
sown, ii spring lasi, ~vîtcarroîs and par-
snips; that part of il iatIenddcl f*or nxgl
wvurzei wvas inercly ploughied lu Noveinber,
hiarrowved iii «Mardi, anîd tue edspicked
ofl* cross-pioughied and harrowed, and againi
the wvccds picEkd off, îlhon markcc ini ridges

the saine wvidt1h as before stated, and plough-
cd, wvlen about forty tonts of dnng per acre
wcre laid oni, and covcred witi te spado
anci shovel fromn lie furrow. T'le carrot
c'roiuîd wvas nxerely turnd over andi har-
rowved in Mardli, aînd tlîc furrows ditg- and
sliovellcd on tue ricîge.s.

Tîte parsnlip wvere dibbled lu tue first wvcek
iu Mardli in rowvs, across te raiscd beds,
cighîeen juches asuinder, and nine luches
asundfer in the rows. The carrois e~c
éow.vn first wveek in April, in rows lificen
inches asunder and cight inches asîunder iu


