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entered in the Bible, it will now be dis-
covered  No such discovery has yet
been made, and the historic truth of the
Bible reumins unassailed.  Wunesses
bave vome from the dead— Nineveh bas
risen, not, however, to condenn, but to
aceredit revelation.

Such is the past career of Christianity.
It is wruly wouderfal, and such asno o-
.thersystem can shew.  On a swvey of
it we are amazed at the opposition chris-
tianity has successfully cucountered, at
the hosts of enemies through  which it
has fought its way, of the multitude of
gainsayers whom it has silenced, of the
behefs and systems it has scattered to
the winds, and of the obstacles of all
kinds witn which it has had to conteny,
and which it has most completely van-
quished.  In thns we bebold the strong-
est prgot’of the inherew swrength of curis-
tiamty, and the surest presage of its ulii-
mate and umversal triumph. 1t has ever
been mote powertul in the maost intellec-
tual ages and in the most cuttivated coun-
tries of the world, It wade its first ap.
pearance during the noun of the Koman
mtellect.  That unrivaled ou burst of
mird which 1ook place at the Reformani-
ont, was acompanied by a 1evival o chrs
tani y.  Ahe mcowparable acu eness
and ability of Freuch infidelity in the lust
century sailed to impair the credit of
Chrsstianny 5 on the contrary, by sub.
Jjeeting 1t tv numerous 1esis, ait of which
1t tiinwphanidy  stood, that very mfideli-
ty which was 1o annbilaie the chrisuan
system but succeeded in placing it on a
wider basis of popular belieit  Awid the
espanding science and growing  inteili-
gence and art of the presemi day, the
claitms of chiristianity are more generalty
recognized than ever. As Knowledge
increases, the dominion ot Christianity
extends, and at no former period, per-
baps, was the homage rendered to her of
a more inteiligent Kiad.

CHAPTER 1L—THE PRESENT.

So much for the past: let us now turn
to the present When we consider the
present condition ot christianity, and es-
pecially when we compare it wah the
state o1 the religious of the Pagan and
Papal nations, what inlerence are ween-
titled to draw as to whether the gospel
or its competitors is the system destined
to live and to be umversally diffused ?—
A sironger contrast we could scarce ima-
gine than that of christianity and its ri-
vals, as regards their present hold on the
human mind.

Hinduism maintains but ashadow; do-
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minion. Its truth is suspected, and its
ascendaney is scarce more than tolerated
by the uations who are its. professed vo-
tarics.  Mobammedanisw, as a sysiem of
nationat Lelief, 15 well-nigh extinet It
is scated in the midst of mental torpor
and of physical and political ruin, and
utterly without power of linking itselt 10
any new aund vigorous movements which
mught sway maskind.  In the same de-
erepid and servile condition is the Papa-
cy. As a living creed, it is confined
mostly to the members of its hicrarchy ;
the unllions, speaking generally, have
thrown oft’ its spivinal yoke, and are
strugzling to rid thewmselves of its physi-
cal bondare. Like Mohammedanssim,
tou, 1t is seated in a region of barbarisu,
and of memal and moral death. How
hifferent the condition of christianity ?—
Where 1s she found ¥ Wherever art
flourishes, or phidosophy disciplines the
mtellect of man, or frecdom enfarges his
i,y or comerce stimulates bis facul-
ues, or the progress of discovery exiends
his views, there s christanity.” Christi-
amty wis gaising trianphs before Mo-
hawmedainsw and Popery were born ;
t.ey are now surivetled with years—she
Is sidl young.  “Lhey walk the world like
spectres from the tomu; they shua the
fiztit, and are encowpassed with the
gloom ot barbarssm and the silence of po-
pucal shavery. At and liberty attend
the steps of christianity, and gather fresh
inspiration from he wuteitigence of her
eye; seience with her lamp pioncers her
path; and commerce and discovery ars
dadly opeutag jor her new regions to oc-
cupy and uew tribes to subjugaie. Weo
do not here ek wint has pophecy fore-
tuld respectiug the future destinies of the
gospel 3 we do not even inquire whether
christianity be davinej—we simply look
at the world, and the position ot christi-
auity in ity and we say that no conclusi-
on can be more certain respecting the
future, than this system sball kive and pre-
vail.

It must further be noted, that if chris-
tianity has tlounished in the great inel-
lectual eras of the world, the other sys-
tems have sound  the epochs of darkness
most favorable 1o their development.—
‘Chis fact s too well known 0 require
proof; and the inference thence ansing
15 to mamfst 10 be stated.

It is alsc worthy of obscrvation, that
christianity occupics a strong position in
America.  This is the more satistactory,
inasmuch asat the beginning affairs there
threatencd to betake themselves-1o an.dn-



