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1 Sam, 3. 1-14. [ Commil to memory verses 8-10.]
T 1 And the child Sam’u-el wminis-
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ed unto the Lomn before E‘li.

d the word of the Lorp was
NI lvrecinun in those days; there was
no open vision.

2 And it eame to pase at that time,
when E‘li was laid down in his
place, and his e{en began to wux
dim, that he could not see;

8 And ere the lump of God went out in the temple of
the LorD, where the urk of God was, and Sam/u-el was
laid down (o sleep ;

4 That.the Lorp called Sam’u-el: and he answered,
Here am I.

5 And he ran unto E/li, and said, Here am I: for
thou calledst me. And hesaid, I called not; lie down
again. And he wentand lay down.

6 And the Lorp called yet again, Sam‘u-el. And
Sam‘u-el arose and went to E’li, and said, Here am 1:
for thou didst cail me. And he answeved, [ called
not, my son; lie down again,

7 Now Sam‘u-el did not yet know the Lorp, neither
was the word of the Lorp yet revealed unto him,

8 And the Lorp ealled Sam’u-el again the third time.
And he arose and went to E‘li. and said, Here am 13
for thou didst call me. And E’li perceived that the
Lorp had called the child.

9 Therefore E’li said unto Sam’u-el, Go, lie down:
and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say.
Speak, Lorp; for thy servant hearveth. So Sam‘u-el
went and lay down in his place.

Aund the Lorp came, and stood, and called as at
other times, Sam/u-el, Sam’u-el. Then Sam‘u-el an-
swered, Speak; for Ih( servant heareth.

11 And the Lorp said 1o Sum’u-el, Behold, I will do
a thing in Is’ra-el, at which both the ears of every one
that heareth it shall tingle.

12 In that day T will perform against E/li all things
which I have spoken concerning his house: when I be-
gin, I will also make an end.

13 For I have told him that I will judge his house for
ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his
IOIL! made themselves vile, and he restrained them
no

14 And therefore 1 have sworn unto the house of Eli,
that the iniquity of EIi's house shall not be purged with
sacrifice nor offering forever.
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Revised Version,
1 And the child Saw’u-el ministered unto the LORD
before E/ll.  And the word of the LORD was precious
2 In those days; there was no open vision. And it
came to pass at that time, when E’ll was laid down
in his place, (now his eyes had begun to wax dim,
3 that he could not see,) and the lamp of God was not
yet gone out, and Sam’u-el was laid down o sleep, in
the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was:
4 that the LORD called Sam’u-el : and he said, Here am
5 I Andheran unto E’li, and said, Here am I; for
thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie
down again. And he went and lay down. And the
LORD called yet again, Sam’u-el. And Sam’u-el arose
and went to E’li, and said, Here am I; for thou call-
edst me. And he answered, I called not, my son;
7 lie downagain. Now Sam’u-el did not yet know the
LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed
8 unto him. And the LORD called Sam’u-el again the
third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said,
Here am I forthou calledst me. And E’li perceived
9 that the LORD had called the child. Therefore E'lf
said unto Sam’u-el, Go, lie down : and it shall be, it
he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for
thy servant heareth. 8o Sam’u-el went and lay down
10 i his place. And the LORD came, and stood, and
celled as at other times, Sam’u-el, Sam’u-¢l. Then
11 Sam’u-el said, Speak ; for thy servant heareth. And
the LORD said to Sam'u-el, Behold, I will do a thing
in Is’ra-el, at which both the ears of every one that
12 heareth it shall tingle. In that day I will perform
against E’li all that I have spoken concerning his
18 house, from the beginning even unto the end. For [
have told him that I will judge his house for ever, for
the iniquity which he knew, because his sons did
bring & curse upon themselves, and he restrained
14 them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the
house of E'li, that the iniquity of E/Ii’s house shall not
be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.
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EXPOSITORY NOTES.

BY REV. MILTON 8. TERRY, D.D.,

‘We learn from the present lesson that when Samuel
appeared in Israel the word of the Lord was rare. No
visions or revelations of Jehovah were given among the
people. It was one of the darkest periods of Israelitish
history. The chapter preceding our lesson shows how
the priests who ministered at the altar were guilty of
gross immorality and sacrilege. Where the priests
were so destitute of plety, what must the people have
been? In thisdark period, and rising up in the midst of
such wickedness, Samuel appeared as a great light in Is-
rael. He was the last of the judges and the first of the
great prophets. Like Samson he was a Nazarite from
the womb, and, while yet a tender child, was taken to
the tabernacle at Shiloh and there consecrated to the
service of the Lord. While he was yet a youth all Is-
rael, from Dan to Beersheba, knew that Jehovah had
called and confirmed him as a prophet (ver. 20). He be-
came the founder of the schools of the prophets, and
after the nation had chosen a king he retired among his
spiritual children in one of these schools (chap. 19, 18).
‘There have been other prophets in some respects greater
than S8amuel ; other judges of Israel surpassed him, per-
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haps, as hero and warrior, but, considering his holy
his and all his work

as judge and prophet, we find for him in history no

parallel.

Verse 1. The child Samuel. He had been conse-
crated to the service of the Lord soon after he was
weaned (chap. 1. 24) in accordance with a vow his
mother made before his birth (chap. 1. 11). According
to Josephus (Ant., v, 10, 4), he began to prophesy when

he was iwelve years old. Minisi« As & young
Levite, wearing a linen ephod (ch His work
‘was that of lighting the lamp (ver. &/ ning the doors

of the house of the Lord (ver. 15), and other similar du-
ties of the Levites, such as a child might perform. His
father, Elkanah, was a Levite of the Kohathite family
(comp. chap. 1. 1 with 1Chron. 6. 34), and may have often
ministered in the sanctuary along with his son at such
times as he went up from his home in Mount Ephraim to
worship and sacrifice at Shiloh (chap. 1. 3). Before Ell.
Under his oversight and direction. EIl was a descend-
ant of Ithamar, the youngest son of Aaron; but accord-
ing to Nuia. 20. 28, Eleazar, the elder son, succeeded his




