
LITERATURE, HIISTORICAL NOTES, ETC. :3

lie so nîuchi ini the ainouint of Lliought witlin us, as ini Llic
powver of bringing it out. A man of more than ordinary initelN
lecttual vigour inay, for want of expression, be a ciplier , without
significanice, nii Society. And not, only does at manî influeuîce
othiers, but lie grreatly aids lus own intellect, by giving distinct
and forcible utterance to bis own tliotugbts. We understa'îd
ourselves better, oui' occupations grow cleareî', by tie výcry
effort to inakze themi clearer to maoier. Our social raiik, too,
depeîîds a good deal on oui' power' of utterance. Mie principal
distinction between wlizat are ca.llc(l gentlenmen and( the vlg'ar
lies ini this, thiat the latter are awkward ini îanneî's, and are
essentially îvanting iii propriety, clearness, grace and force of
îîfterance. A mnail îvo canniot open biis lips withiott breaking
a rule of grainmar, witbiout sliowving in bis dialeet or brogrue or
micouth toiues biis want of cultivation, or witbout darkeingc
biis meaning by a confused, unskilful mode of conmmunication,
caniiot take the place to wbichi pei'iiaps bis native good sense
entitis hlmi. To have intercourse îvith respectable people, Nve
mnust speakz thecir lancruare. On this account, I ain gla(l thiat
grainurar and (a correct prontuiciation are, tauglit ini the coiiinionl
sehiools of this city (Bostoni). iese arec not trilles, 1)01' are
they superfluous to, any class of people. Thley give a mnan
access to social a(lvantares, on whiich lus inil)1ovenieIit very
]nuchi depeiids. he powefr of ut.teî'aic slioul( be inc'ludcd by
aIl in tlîeir plans of self-cuiltuire."

Dr. David Masson iii anl article on <'Si-so ite'ature,"
ives, some inits which, thiougli iîîtended foi' written laiiguage,

are equally applicable to spoken. After reîrigon inixe(l
metaphor and similai' looseness, lie continues

IPsliaw 1techunicalities all! flhc 'nere niinutizu of the grramni-
niarian and the critic of expression! Notliing of the kind,
good reader! Wrords are mnade up of letters, sentences of
words, ail thaftt is wrîitten or spoken of sentences succeeding-
each othier or' intei'flowing; anud ab no tîme, fioni I{foiner's til
this, bias anytbing passed as gYood literatui'e wbIich bhas not,
satisfied meni as tolerably tighit and close-graicd iii these par-
ticulai's, or beconie classie and permianenit whlui lias flot, iii
respect of tiieni, stood the test of the microscope. We distiin-
guislb, indced, usefufly enoughi, betveeu iuatteî' and expression,
betwveen thiougçliL ancl style; but nio ouîe lias e\ýi.' atteuîded to
the suibjeet analytically without becoiing aivare thiat the
distinctiou i nîot uiltinîiate--tliat Nvliat is called style resolves
itself, after aIl, iinto min ier of thinking; nay, perliaps (tlioughi to
show this would takze some t'imie) iiîto the successive particles
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