8 UNIVERSITEY OF OTTAWA REVTIW

said~he-preéferred a handful of real men to'a mass of immatuie Loys.
There is no doubt at all that the ordimary British soidier, considered
either as a regular or'as a volunteer, is inferior to the German stan-
dard in point of height, Wéight,.and chest measurement. * It is cvi-
dent that, relying on voluntary’enlistment, it is impossible to olstain
a sufficient number of soldiers. Consider the bounties England his
Been forced to offer as inducement to enlist. Fromy 1715 to 1867,
time after time, such boéunties were offéred.”" In 1787, during the
American War of Tndependence, the war ministe-, in Parliamcnt,
stated that ail his exertions had failed in recruiting the ‘army up to
its normal strength. - In 1806, during a similar crisis, we are “told by
Allison that-recruits were sought in the hulks 2nd prisons. 1In 1839
the royal commisisoners reporf-thai, though giverr three vears to
r'usc 65,000 mien, cven in spite of an increased bounty and » lo\v

standéiird of requirement, it was impossible to get the stated rim-
Ber. At a later period, Sir Geo. Clarke asserts that there is a total
ccﬁcu.nu ‘of 164,000 men; and Lord Roberts, a deficiency of 3,000
.. The British army is, therefrve,-deficient in both quality
and’ (m’mt:tv Contrast with this a typically conscript nation, Ger-

'rnq ﬁ\'c in 1hc reservé, becomes a thoroughly cfiicient soldier. - In
romr of"quantity; th¢ German'army-number about 6o0o,000. :

" :Cdnscription is, indeed, desirable from the peint of view of “de-
fcnse. Net only must countries with vulnerable bordars, like Gei-
manv, ‘F‘(:!ncc, H'\}j, esort o corscription, but even Lngland h?“i-
&3P "Has Feendompelled to employ other méans than purely volur-
ary enlistnient.  But conscription commends itsell in other respects.
st its influence on the economic and industri»] cordition of the
#ation? “Does « course of brief military training increase or hinde,
produciich of wealth?” Does it really interfere with civil pursuits
ind: riofessicns?  Since’the question is largely one of experiment,
w& might consider the action of conscription in courtrics where it is
adoptcd Germany leads as a conscript nation; it is foremost “in
coniniérce, go-ahcardness, and accumulation of wealth. Military
thoroughriess, military discipline, military powers of application,
seem, like to vital fluid, to be actuating every department of civil life.
Evcrything is best miade in Germ'my literary vesearch, scholarly
learning, scncnt:ﬁc discoveries, cven Ox iental poetrv and mngcrv,
and the sublimest musical composxtu‘ms have their habitat in C zer-
many. -

‘Artother con'script country is -watzer]and, and- S\utrcﬂ’md is




