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congratulations at te feet of the late Pontiff, of gloriousb mernory, on the
hiappv occasion of hib reacliing tîtu yearsý of St. Peter in the direction of our
.Holy Chtirch. 'My recollections of that mis ion wviil remain with nie until My
dying day. Recently again rny colleagues deputed nie as one of their repr&!-
.entatives at the funeral of Pope Leo XIII., in testirnony of the sorrow at that
eveiî wlîich they shared with the entire civilazed warld. I followed the
remains of our late Sovereign Pontiff to the tomb wvith feelings- I cannot
attempt to describe. And now, Holy Faîlier, that the mandle of Leo lias fallen
upan your bhouldei-s, I arn liere, humbly antd respectiully to lay at your feet
the sincere congratulations of niy calcagues of the Irish party, and iii their
name, and in the name of Iliose îliey represent, and tc narne of the millions
ai their kinsmnen scattered ta the ends of lthe earth, to aller you an Irish wel-
corne t0 thc Apostalic Throne. Your Holiness wvill nal be unfanîiliar with the
nanie of Ireland. Comning, as you do, froni beautiful Venice, you wvilI remnem-
ber the Irish Archers, who in inediaeval, days uphield the banner of St. Mark
in many a niemorable conflict, while Uic Quen of the Adriatic, the bulwvark ai
Chnristendoni, bore back and broke the aveu whclming torrent of M'%oslem powver
and savcd te libertieýs and thc civilization of tlue West. But it is as head of
the Churcli ilhat we trust vou wvill corne ta know us better, and in that great
position we beg: youir fatherly hielp la draw still dloser those bonds of love
-.vlicl, ironi the conling af St. Patrick, have bound Ireland ta Ronie, so that
Our country nîay continue la deserve tie proud titie conferred upon lier by

yourilustrioas 1 îredece:>sor, oi the consolation of he Holy See* until lime is
ito More. Wiîh titis prayer, HoIy Fatîter, I beg, on beliali of tase I
rel)rcsent, for ourselves and for aur fhamilics, and for aur people at home and
abroad, te Apostolic Beniediction.

Pope Pius made the envoy af the Irish Party sit beside him
and assured himn that long ago lie had learned to love the warm-
hearted people-of Erin. He praised 1"the undying fidelity " ofrthis
portion af his flock ; wvhose hamage wvas 1'most acceptable," and
thev received in return a blessing from '1 the fiilliheart " of the
chief Shepherd.

Later Sir Thonias Esmionde received the following letter:

l-lOOIhfllE Sa :Yauhave dischargcd a Itigît and niemorable miission in
in tic ninte of the Irish Parlianientary p:îrty by laying at the feet ai the Haly
Fater 1-our affectionate anid elevated address expressive ai sentimient.- ai
unalîcrabl e attaclinient ta tlîe flaly Sec, tglerith te best wvisltes for iî's
anmple proslerity.

The apportiunity you have fusrnishied ta lte new ViC;Lr Of Christ ta direct
lus -tigisbi attention to tc loyalty anîd îtndying ridchity of te Irish peopîle
cornes nist approprialcly iii the iiidst afili ictiiiis ai devarian anîd
resýpect wvltich came to hini frauti ;41l parts of the werld. It is titerciare %vith
extrenie satisfactian tuiai tue sticcessor ai Si. Peter, frorn whonî tc great


