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needed encouragement. You have spoken the language of dùti-
fl students; of obedient sons educated in Catholie homes. You
have voiced the sentiments of sons reared on thie knees of noble-
ininded, pious and devoted niothers, who are and ever wvill re-
main, the pride of soecty and the bulw,,rk of iJoIy MIother the
Ohurcli.

Now obedient sons, sucli as you are and ever intend to bc,
deserve full welI, a k-ind, zealous, just and square-minffed father;
and with the lheip of Hirn from whom. ail authority cornes, sucli I
will endeavour te ho. You have a just dlaim on rny devotcdniess
and I rnay assure you Ilhat tlie best hours of my days are yours.

Look hiere, boys! Consider well my words! To-day, a
hiflateral contract is signed betwecn you and m- a contract
which xight flot receive niuch consideration in civil courts, but
which, I trust and hope, 18 ratificd at the vcry moment in the
Supreme Court of Ileaven. Ilere you stand the mnost willing con-
tractees; and 1, the most earnest contractor. Froin nowv, until
the hand that plaeed me at the head of this Institiution relieves
me of the gildedi burden, our relations will stand thus: God's
hioly will it is thiat J should commnand; God's holy wvill, again, that
you sliould obe3'!

Now obedieuce is of parainount importance in thie -%orld. It
is thc golden key that unlocks the secret caskets of larmony in
life. Where harmony fails, disorder l)revails; wvhere disorde<-r
abides, there is no peCace, and where peace dweils not, unhappi-
ness holds suiprerne anid nefarioiis sway. I amn not, 1 feed sure,
nursing a false contention when I maintain that everyone hiere
1)reseflt wishies vehiemnently obc lo appy- you have a natural
right to, it. But to M5 happ)y one must nccssarily climn-b a very
rugged hll, rcaelh a.nd pass through the gate of Duty. You
have, therefore. everything to gain and uotlhing to lose in doing
your very best. in puttingr out your best effort to spend peaceful
a.nd useful days while at Collecte. I necd uiot develop this
tlîought any further; 1 leave it te your uprigylit judIgrerent to
draw a salutary conclusion.

Obedience, alas! is not always congenial te one's likings and
fancies. Nay, it is often galling to nature. Thiougyh yeung in
years, experience, that stern teacher of mankind, has tauight yeu
that lesson many a time already. Why, even at home under the
eyes of leving parents, obedience oftcn comnes to you wcaring
sable garments! Yes, ebedience is flot always smiiling; and allow
me te say that 1 am to-day a living example in flesh and blood.
Now, 1 don't want you to infer frorn this, that I assume charge


