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TRotes of Ihe iﬁieék._‘

Tue 250th anniversary of the first meeting of
Presbytery in Treland was commemorated recently
by 2 social meeting, held in Virst Carrickfergus
Presbyterian Church, There was a large attend-
atce. The Rev, John Stewart presided, and ad-
dresscs were dclivered by the Muodcerator of the
General Assembly (Rev. R. M'Cheyne Ldgar), Rev.
Dr. Lynd, and Rev. W. Kerr,

Arrres north of the equator is mostly Moham
. medan; in the division of the whole country, Brit
ish Africa stands first with a population of over
forty million ; then French Africa and Arab Africa
with the same population between them, the
" Congo-State follows with fifteen million, Turkey,
Italy, Germany, and Portugal bring up the rcar.
Russia and Austria have no possessions in Atrica.

Tue Temperance Committee of the Free Church
have issued a statement to the parliamentary clec-
tors suggesting that candidates be asked whether
they will support the abolition of the opium traffic,
giving temporary financial assistance to the Indian
Government if necessary, and whether they will
support the local veto, the hours of closing, the
grocers’ licenses, and the sale to children Bills, and
opposc compensation,

OVER 1,300 persons attended the garden party
given by the Archbishop of Dublin in honour of the
Irish General Assembly. The party also included
representatives of the other Protestant Churches in
Dublin, as well as the parish priest of Bray. The
Archbishop said he regarded it as an auspicious
omen that they were met together as friends on that
day, which commemorated the formation, at Car-
rickfergus, of the first Presbytery in Ircland, 250
years ago.

Tue late Alexander Johnston, who was an artist
of some note, and, at the time of his death, the
oldest member of Regent Square congregation,
London, left, among other paintings, a portrait of
Dr Dykes, which was painted a good many years
ago, and exhibited in the International Exhibition
of 1872, A few friends of the artist and of Regent
Square, the London Presbyterian states, have just
purchased this picture from the artist's daughter and
presented it to the congregation, which already has
afinc oil painting of Dr. Iamilton.

OvTRAGES upon missionaries are reported from
the Fo Kien province in Eastern China and Se-
Chuen, 1,500 wmiles up the Yang-tse Kiang. In the
aty of Chin Ho, on April 27, Messrs. Johnson and
Newcombe of the Church of England mission were
insulted by a mob for three hours before being res-
tued, and in Kien Ning, on-May 11, the mission hos
pital was destroyed and Dr. Rigg narrowly e<caped
death. At Chung-king the roofs.of the missionar
1es’ houses were taken off. Literature has been cir-
culated of the infamous Hunan character, and the
viceroy is suspected of complicity in the riots,

_THE death of Hon. John Robson, Premier of
British Columbia, unexpectedly and while away
from home, has called forthra large degree of regret-
ful sympathy. He was a man of genuine ability

and of upright charactar. He discharged the obli-
gations of his high office in such a manner as to
command the respect of the community whose wel
fare he endeavoured tu promute. Mr. Robson was
a consistent Christian and a sound  Presbycerian,
In respunse to the wishes of Lord Knutsford, the
Marquis ol Lothian and the Canadians resident
in I ondon, Arckdewcon Parrer conducted a4 teyuiem
service for the late Premicer Robson, in St. Mar
garets Church, prior to the departure of the re-
mains for Canada,

Tie Evangelical Union Church of Scotland,
founded 16th May, 143, has cntered its year of
jubilee. Sermons appropriate to the cvent are being
preached from its pulpits.  Only two of the found.
ders, Revs. Principal Morison, D.1Y, and Penfessor
Hunter, Leith, and two of its first students survive.
Nearly $0o young men have passed through its
Theological Seminary It has three professorial
chairs, nearly one hundred churches in Scotland, one
in England, and two in Ireland. All the ministers
and students are abstainers, and unfermented wine
is used at the communion which is administered in
many of the churches every Sabbath, Jubilee ser-
vices of an exceptionally intereoting character are to
be held in the autumn, at which representatives
from Scottish and English Churches are to take
part. This denomination has all along occupied an
acvanced position in the temperance reform, and its
influence upon the moral, religivus and theological
life of Scotland has been considerable,

Tur first Scottish Christian Couvention for the
promotion of Practical Holiness, which is to be held
annually, took place recently at Bridge-of-Allan,
and was largely attended, as many as 160 ministers
from different parts of the country being present at
one or more of the services. The principal meetings
were held in a tent seating over 2,000, and each
day there werc seven services extending from seven
in the morning till nine at night. The Convencr
was Rev. W. D. Moffat, of Rose Street United
Presbyterian Church, Edinburgh. Among the lead-
ing speakers were Rev. Dr. Andrew A Bonar, Rev.
Dr. Elder Cumming, Rev. Dr. J. H. Wilson, Rev.
Dr. Bannerman, Rev. John Smith, Rev. F. B. Meyer,
Rev, Charles Inwood, Rev. J. Gelson Gregson, Rev.
Dr. T. H. White, Rev. Gen. Wilson, and Mr. Robr.
Wilson. Mr. William Ferguson, of Kinmundy, was
treasurer, and the expenses amounted to $5,000.
An estimate of the attendance of ministers at the
Convention gives sixty to the IFree Church, forty-
five to the United Presbyterian, forty to the Estab-
lished, and twenty-five to others,

A VENY large and enthusiastic meeting of the
University Eatension Association of Ottawa, says
the Fonrnal of that <city, was held in the Normal
School lagt week. Among those present were Revs.
Farries, Knowles. Christie, Dr. Kingsford, Messrs.
Scott, LeSueur, McGill, Cowley, Shutt, Jolliffe, Mun-
ro, Dr. Ami, Miss Shenick, Miss Harmon, Dr. Wick-
steed, McLaughlin aad Fleck. The chair was
taken by Rev. Mr. Farries who called upon the scc.
retary, Mr. Jicl.aughlin, to present the report of the
committee, The report, which recommended a
course of lect 'res by Principal Grant on the higher
criticism of the New Testament, was discussed at
great length. Among those who strongly favoured
the adoption of the report by vigorous speeches
were Messrs. McGill, Waters, Shutt, Dr. Kingsford,
Dr. Wicksteed and Mr. M.eSucur, while Maessrs.
Kuowles, Cowley, Farrics, Ami and others took the
ground that such a coursc of lectures is not preperly
within university extension work, and that questions

of religion and dogma which would naturally arise’

might creatc strong divisions on the basis of fecling,
conviction and prejudice which would probably in-
jure rather than aid the university extension move-
meant.  On the vote being taken the report of the
committee was adopted by a considerable majority,
and on motion of Messrs. Knowles and Cowley the
resolution inviting Principal Grant to give his course
of lectures on higher criticism was made unanimous.
Another resolution was adopted.appointing the pro-
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vincial committee to be the committee of the Asso-
ciation, with power to appoint their own chairman
and secretary., The courses as agreed for the com-
ing session are as follows. The Higher Criticism
of the New Testament, by P'rincipal Grant; Eng-
lish Literature, by Professor Cappon, Political
Science, by Professor Shutt.  Principal Grant’s
course will be delivered in October and November,
and the other two courses will be treated concur-
rentlv, commencing in December and ending about
the first of April.

Tuwe Christian Leader says: The Church of
lingland Funeral Reform Association held its an-
nual mecting on the zoth inst. Its deliberations
were presided over by the Bishop of Wakeficld, and
the energetic Archdeacon of London, Dr. Sinclair,
preached the annual sermon. The Moderators of
all the Scottish Churches, the Presidents of the
Wesleyan Confereace and Congregational Union
have written cxpressing their sympathy with the
objects of the Association. These may be briefly
statéd to be to g've new reverence and fitness to the
Christian mode of burial—* carth to earth "—to dis-
courage expense in connection with the last rites of
the dead, to make interments at once simple, sani-
tary, and reverent. In an excellent sermon on
funeral reform by Rev. I, Laurence, the leading
points in favour of reform are clearly indicated—
the cdead body is usually kept too long, specially
among the poor ; the bodies of the rich are put in
strong and durable cotfins of lead or wood, so keep-
ing the poor clay from the kindly and purifying
chemistry of its kindred earth ; on the contrary, the
bodies of the poor arc huddled together into com-
mon graves in city cemecterics, and hastily covered
with a scraping of carth. The hearse with nodding
plumes, the claborate monument with urns and
other inappropriate ornaments, often take away
money which is needed quite sorely by those who
survive. If the society can reform even a few of
these old bad customs it has our heartiest
sympathy.

THE annual meeting of the Canadian Lord’s
Day Alliance was held recently in the Y. M. C. A.
rooms, Ottawa. There was a good attendance.
Rev. Mr. J. Wood presided and Mr. J. C. Campbell
acted as secretary. The following officers were
clezted for the ensuing year: President, Hon. G. W.
Allaa; vice-presidents—Ontario, John Charlton,
M.P.; Quebec, Rev. Dr. Williams ; New Brunswick,
the president of the Society for the Promotion of
the Observance of the Lord’s Day; Nova Scotia,
president of the Halifax Lord’s Day Observance
Society ; Prince Edward Island, Hon. D. Laird;
Manitoba, Rev. Dr. Robertson ; North-West Ter-
ritories, Right Rev. Bishop Pinkham, British Col-
umbia, Hon. W. G. McDonell, Rev. Dr. Armstrong,
secretary , Rev. W. Timberlake, assistant secre-
tary, Geo. Hay, treasurer; Revs. Dr. Campbell,
Pollard, John Wood, J. McRitchie, T. W. Winfield,
Ryckman, W. Carey, John Scanlan, T. Garrett, Or.
Thorburn, and Mr. J. A. Cameron, William Porter.
F. P. Bronson, P. M. Robius and N. McKinnon, ex-
ccutive. . Mr. Charlton, M. P., spoke at length on
the measure before Parliament, the Lord's Day Bill,
and reported upon its progress. He was attentively
listened to, and a fitting resolution was adopted at
the conclusion of his speech: That an effort be
made through the local committee of the several
Churches to arrange to have deputations of electors.
in every constituency wait .upon the members of
Parliament and press them to support the legisla- .
tion for the protection of the Sabbath. Revs. Dr..
Moore, Mr. Scanlan, Mr. Carey, Mr. Wood and Mr.
Winficld were appointed a committee to correspond
with the standing committees of the different de-
nominations, urging them to interview the members
for their respective constituencies to pledge them-
selves to .vote in favour of Mr. Charlton’s Bill. A
committec was appointed, consisting of Rev. Mr.
Wood, Rev. Mr. Timberlake and Mr. George Hay to .
arrange for a public meeting in the fall in Ottawa,
and the executive were instructed to arrange for
public mectings through the country to further the
interests of the Bill.



