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These efforts to remove inequalities of taxation
will receive the approval of many. Thcy are not
quite so radical as some desire, but they will go a
long wvay in mitigating the growing discontent
that tax exemptions bave for some lime bec» caus-

4 ing. The adoption of tiiese measures, instead of bc-
ing an injustice, îvould bc gencrally recognizcd as
advances on the road bo the equity anîd fairncss %vith
whicli aIl religinus denominations should be treated.
Subsidizcd churches, like subsidi7ed individuals, arc,
to a certain extent, shorn of their power and inde-
pendence. Cou-it Cavour ivas not far astray when
lie urged a Free Church in a Free State.

PRINCE B1'MARCK'S RETIRENMT.

T H-E retirement of Prince Bismarck frontî public
lite affords another illustration of the common

saying that there is no man who is really indispens-
able. The life of nations goes on wlien thiose who
bave donc mnucli to mould the course of events are
superseded by youngcr claimants or removcd by
the hand of dcath. Personal influence, command-
ing ability are important factors in the guidance
of national afrairs, ycî even thie grcatncss of thc
greatest is limited. Humant skill and purpose arc
ovcrrulcd by Him by ivbon kings reign and prnces
decree justice. German papers with pardonable
pride regard the retirement of Prince Bismarck as
an event of %vorld-wide significance, as to a certain
extent it no doubt is, but it may bc dcvoid of the
importance tbat bis most entlîusiaslic admirers are
disposed to attachi to the stcp lie lias just taken.
During nearly baîf a century licelias occupied a
prominent place in Europcan politics, and lias had
not a little ho do in shaping the events that have
altered the map of that continent, but great and
important events will take place in wbich lie will
have no share, and powcerful as lus influence has
bec» affaîrs wili be shaped by other hands than his.
The great chancellor has been floatcd into an cddy
by the side of thc stream, %vhile the great current
fiows onivard in its destined course. 1h is perhaps
well for bis name and fame that lie lias been relieved
from the cares, responsibilities and burdens of bis
high office while bis power bas rcmained undimin-
isbed. To him it would have been peculiarly lu-

~miliating had his policy of blood 2,td iron been
compelled to give ivay before the forces of thc
new time.

Thîe chancellor's demîssion of rower and office
aI bbceturne was by some unexpectf.d. It was well
known that lie ivas by no means ini accord with the
vicws and intentions of the late Emperor Fredcrick,
but it was generally supposcd that the young Kais-
er fully sympathizcd îith thc experienccd minister.
Thcre arc many evidences that sudh lias flot been
the case. The young ruier, conscious of the great
power lie wields, docs not tut n out to be the plastic
liersonality some expccted liii to be. As bobli are
masterful men, one lad b give îvay, therefore the
chancellor has made his !,o% and has rctired and to
the mass of people lie %ill be buried under the
title conferred on him. They williardly know hum
as thc Duke of Lauenburg.

For the last forty ycars Prince Bismarck bas
occupied a conspficuous place i» European public
affairs. He bclongs to an ancient and honourable
Prussian family, several of whose representatives
rose to influential positions in thue service of the
State. Carl Otto Von Bismarck as a young mn
studied Iaîv and afterîvards scttled doîvn to the life
ci a quiet country gentleman. Official position,
howevcr, soon had attractions for him and hie
entered the public service wbcre le succccded early
in making bis personality felt. In his political
vicws he ivas ultra-conservative and a finm uphold-
er of arislocratic privilege. It is said of him in
those carly days of lus career that he believcd in
absolu te monarchy, govenment b>' thc aristocracy
and in the subjection of the people. H-e stoutly
opposcd constitutional governmcnt. When the
revolutionary wave swcpt over Europe in 1848, lie
decidedl>' objecled to the conceseions to popular
dernands at first granted by Frederick William III.,
of Prussia, and warmily approved of their wibl-
drawal. When the grandrather of the present
emperor succecdcd to tIc tîhrone of Prussia le at
ence sent for Bismarck as thie man on î4hom he
could dcpend. Both continucd ho work harmonious-

Sly in promoting the aggrandisement of Prussia.
For a time Bisniarck was engaged in the diplomatic
service, having served îith distinction and success
at St. Pctersbulg and. at Paris. It was mainly
through bis instrumentalit>' that Austrian ascendancy
in the old Germait Empire was overthrown. He set
about thc re-organization of tle Prussian armny and
in. a, high-handed way carried out lis plans in defi-
an&e of 'parlianieniar>' opposition. When by a
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majority thecy dceatcd his measures lie dissolved
parliament and kcpt on dissolvitig untitliew had
gained his end.

During these strugglcs lie ivas (Itcidcdly unpopu-
lar, but lie embraced cvcry opportunity of carrying
out a vigorous forcign policy. The deatlî of the
king of Dcnmark in 1862 gave the occasion for the
seUlemcnt of the Schleswig-H-olstein question, and it
wvas settled by the arbitrament of the sword. In
this way hie sccured the co.operation of Austria and
annexed the grcater portion of the disputed duchies
to Prussia. About thrcec >cars latcr, hie forced ivar
upon Austria. It has transpircd that it wvas through
hs instrumentality alonc that the brieitiflict that
ended at Sadowva was undertaken. The king of
Prussia ivas opposed to it, but Bismarck succccded
in securing the asscnt of the king. This wvas a
critical point in bis carecr. Failure îvould have
utterly d iscrcditcd 1dm, but he took the risk and ivas
successful. His next effort was to diminisli the in-
fluence of France in European affairs, and wvhen lie
thought the time opportune ho forccd a quarrel on
Louis Napoleon over a candidate for the Spanish
throne. The ovcrthrov of the French Empire and
the victory of the Prussian arms gave the upportu.
nity for the unification of Germany and the estab-
lishmenît of the Empire. From that time onîvard
Bismarck was the virtual ruler of Germany, and lie
has ail along rulcd with an iron rod.

The great German Chancellor wvas not in the
habit of making concessions, but when'in his esti-
mation concession ivas necessary for carrying out
his thecory of government lie neyer scrupled to yield,
even at the expense of consistency. In order to
curb the power of those who were opposed to Ger-
man unity hie conceded manhiood suffrage by îvhich
ineans hie vas able to swamp his opponents by the
magnitude of the popular vote. In combatting
Ultramontanism lie took a firm stand and upheld
for a time unflinchingly thei Falk laws. Even the
oppositon he had first encountered on this account
wvas strenuousl, resisted and the attempt on bis lire
by Kulinmann i 1874 hie boldly charged to
J esuit intrigue. Vet here again hie gave way and
now the Falk laws have fallen into innocuous des-
uctude. Nor ivas this bis only effort to conciliate
papal influence. The Pope was selected by bim to
settle the New Guinea dispute. Since the recent
elections hee bas been endeavout&i, tu -e'cur: the
co-operation of the centre or cle.-ical party to coun-
teract the liberai and socialist ele;-ients in the nev
parliament. Like politicians elsewhere Bismarck
was flot averse to secure support from thc Church
of Rome when hie imagined it would be serviceable
to his purposes.

The removal from office of Prince Bismarck has
aw.!-ened serîous apprehiension in many quarters.
There is distrust and uncertainty as to the plans and
the purposes of the young, inexcperienced and im-
pulsive Kaiser. The fear of a great war that has
hovered over Europe for year.% is increased. In any
case the task ot the Emperor, who will nowv virtu-
ally be lis own chancellor, is one of the greatest
magnitude. Things cannot long continue as tbey
are. The crushing weight of European armaments
cannot be mucli longer endured. War or disarmn-
ament are the onty possible jalternatives. Which it
shahl be, a short time wil determine. Ail îvho
believe in a bencficenc overruling Providence will
hold to the conviction that the Judge of ail the
earth will do riglit, and that the affairs of men and
nations will be so ordered that H;-- kingdom of
righteousness and peace shah bc advanced.
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«YE PILGR...S PROGREbS." Made by F.-nny M.
Jessup. Philadelphia. Presbyterian Board of
Publication ; Toronto: N. T. Wilson.)-There is
a selection for every day in the year. The book is
printed in peculiar type called IlOuting," and is
beautifually and attractively gotten up. Bound in
paper.

KNOX', COLLEGE MONTHLv. (Torônto : D. T.
McAinsh.)-The Mont/t/y aims at the attainment of
the golden mean. » h is solid wvithout being pond-
erous and dul; bright and racy without flippancy.
The March number opens with a characteristic paper
on «'Church Union," by Principal Grant, of King-
ston. Mr. Laidlaw follows with a timely paper on
IlThe Individual Obligation of the Sabbath.» A
Cambridge mnan talks pleasantly of student ways at
the venerable institution on the banks of the Cain.
Mrs. Wilson, Rev. James Smithx and Dr. Kellogg
write on missionary subjects, and the Rev. R. S.
G. Anderson, of St. Helen's, crntributes a poetical
gern IlThe Mas' er Calleth for Thee'"
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PRAVERS FOR SOCIAL AND FiAMUX VWORS11îîî
Prepared by a Special Commit tc or the Gencral
Assembiy of the Churci of Scotland. Rcvised edi-
tion. (Edinburgli . W:tiain 1i3lackwtood &Snn%.ý
-la additiomi to a carefully cuniled qerie,: or
prayers for family wvorslîip tiiere arc a number
admirab!, adapted to special occasionq. Tiiere
are brief services for liospitai use and for tlhe sick,
prayers for use in the sick room, for fuineralqs chl-
dren's services, sacramental fanily prayer.; occa-
sional and special prayers, takgv~~ and a
table or Scripture readings.

Tiuk Two SIDES 0F 111E Sci;ooi. QUESTION.
(Boston: Arnold Publisiîing Co.>-Tlie daimis of
the Roman Catholic Chiurch to control national
education, if possible, and if not, to establisli separ.
ate schools and sectire for thcmn statc support, are
put rorth îvith ccasclcss pcrsi'qtcncy in the Unitcd
States iio lcss than in Canada. Thxis pamphlet con-
tains the speeches dchivered at the annual meeting of
the National E ducational Association at Nashville
last ycar, on the one side by Cardinal Gibbons
and Biçbop Kene, and in answer by Edwvin
D. Mcad and Hon, John Jay. It is needlcss to re-
mark that the speeches arc able, and present the
views of the respective speakcrs in the best lîghts
possible. Thcy are well îvorth rcading. and Nvill
help to give a vieîv of tic conflict now îvaged by
the Roman Catholic Chtirch in order to dominate
by the capture of the school systcm îvhcrcver it
can. The value of the pamiphlet is cnhianccd by the
addition of several appendices.

LIFE INSIDE THE CIIURCII 0F ROMIE. By M.
Fçancis Clare Cusack," the Nun of Kcnm.are."
(Toronto : William Briggs.)-Tlie Nuti of Kenlmare
writes clearly and forcibly, and tliere is every evid-
ence tb.at she writes truthfully. It is the uniform
device of the Romish Church to denounce those who
leave their communion and teIll vhat thcy knowv of
the system. It is not so easy nowv to crush oppon-
ents as it ivas îvhen the " Holy Inquisition" exer-
cised its dread influence, but the arts of modern per-
secution - siander and vituperation - are busily
employed wheinever anyone folloivs conscience and
leaves Rome. Malignant slîafts directcd against the
Nun of Kcnmare faîl harmless. She is sufficiently
well known to bc uninjured by those wvlo attempt to
evade the force of lier criticisins by personal detrac-
tion. The volume she has reccntly gîven to the
wurld is filled ..1th most intercsting and suggestive
facts, told in a plain, direct fashion, yet at tic sanie
time free fror» exaggcration and sensationalism.
f" ýe facts she details are chiefly from wvcll-knowvn
Roman Catholic sources and can easily be veriided.
It would do miuch good ivere it possible for Roman
Catholîcs to rcad it, and it contains much that it is
important for Protestants to know.

THE UNKN0M,4 Gib'. or Inspirations among
Pre-Ohristian Races. D3y C. Lorring Brace. (Newv
York : A. C. Arnmstrong. & Son - Toronto . John
Young, Upper Canada Tract Society.)-Tlie ablt.
author of '« Gesta Christi " lias given to the world
anotier and a very interesting volume. In expia.
nation of the position lie mairitains he says in his
preface, « XVhat mnay bc called the 'modern method'
in studying ctbnic or heathen religion is flot, as
wvas once the case, merely to search for defects, or
to show their inferiority to the hignest religion, but
to find what good there wvas in chem ; to se hov,
the men of other races and times regarded the pro-
blems of the universe." Again, " in this volume the
writer has taken for his special theme the îvords
used by Saint Paul in his sermon on Mars Hill,
' the Unknowii God,'-words which the great
apostle applied also to the spiritual Zeus of the an-
cient Greeks. The effort of the wvriter is to show
the ancient belief of mankind in the Unknowvn Godi,
and that the Great Father of aill as granted his
inspirations to many of vcry différent couîîtries and
tribes and races. This volume is in somne respects
a search for the footprints of the Divine Being on
the shifting sands of remote history." In wvorking
out this plan tbere is a degree of uncertainty îvhat
the author means by inspiraticn. He traces the
evolution of religious ideas among the races of
antiquity and like not a few distinguished Oriental
scbolars of our time is enthusiastic in bis apprecia-
tion of the merits of Buddhism, though lie by no
nicans ignores ils defects. He is flot prcparcd to
admit that it is a " false religion" and objecîs to
" certain able writers " who so describe it, among
wbom, in a fooînoîc, he classes Dr. Kellogg, wbo,
lie says. '"bas wvritten a lcamned and vigorous littie
book on this theme, ««The Liglit of Asia, and tha
Ligît of the World.' Mr. Brace, it is just to add,
speaks reverently of the Divine Personality and
teaching of Jesus Christ


