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‘1 am sure 1 cannot guess.
course,”

$'Deed thin, an'
Good?"

s Saraly Good? No, 1 think not,
ever (o have heard of her.”

“ Yes,yedo ; centies!  Dinna ye mind the puir creature
tha' kim begein' wi’ her child, an’ ye gave her yer fustian

——

Nobody we know, of
il.is too. Alice, do you mind Sarah

1 donot remember

gown an’ petlicoat, an' 1 gave her my old shawl an' my

black cardinal.  Ye mind her, Alice, surely 2"

1 Yes, indeed ! I remember the woman and the child
but 1 had forgotten the name. But grandmotbers, she can.
not be a witch, I'm sure; I do not believe a word of it—
not asingle word, A poor, sick, miserable creature—a
‘nc'er-do-weel,’ as you may call her, 1 dare say she might
be—a poor, hall-crazy, homeless beggar; but I giness she
was nothing worse. And what power can that poor crea.
ture have?  If she had any, I think she would have used it
to clothe hersell and that poor, half stasved child,
not you? "

‘“1 dinna ken.
ony way.”

* 1 don't believe it.
there were two."

I guess ye dinna ken o' the ither. It is ane Sarah
Osburn. 1 hac heard tell 0° her; she wa' the Widow
Prince, 2 woman o' some substance he*~ once, an'she
married her ain farmer mon,  He wa' a ‘vdemptioner, 1
think they ca’ them. e an’ her sons had trouble atween
them, an’ he left her, an’ she ha’ been hall dementit ever
sin'. I thought sure an’ certain she wa'deed long ago; I
dinna hear o her this mony a day; an’ noo it turns she is
charged wi’ bein’ a witch, The gals cry out on her, an’
say she is the ane that torments them. 1 dinna see how it
can be—a puir, feckless old bodie : what power ha' she?”

‘¢ But did Goodman Preston believe it?"

¢ Weel ! he did pa'jist say ; he thinks the soflenngs of
§h}f galg is 1eal; but he did na’ let out his min® aboot the
ithers.

¢ *And what are they going to doabout it, grandmothe?®

“ There's 2 deal to be done aboot it.  He ssid the folks
is goin’ to get out warsants, an' hae the twa arrested for be-
in' witches ; an’ there's to Le a court held at the village—a
¢ special court,’ I think he ca'd it (whatsoever thalmay be,
}di‘mﬁx ken)—an’ he says they wi' be tried for their lives
for it.

*¢ And what will be uone to them if they are found guilty 2

“ Gude sake! I dinna ken; an' { did na ask him, He
says the folks at the village are all up in aums like aboot it.
They say the devil ha’ brokeu out upon them, an’ the people
are half beside themsclves wi’ the terror—sunnin’ hither an®
yon, an’ crowds comin’ tu see the gals’ terrible actions ; an’®
tvery bodie talkin® an’ spictin® aboot it, an’ spreadin’ it
fra house tu house. IBut, he says, happen the coun
kin get 2to the bottom o' it : an’ he hopes it will, an’ he
prays they may know, an’ be able to put an end to it; for
there's nac doin® ony business, ivery bodic is so cast up
about it. Isna’itawfu'?”

** But I wonder if sensible pcople there believe in it 2
Did he say 2"

“1e did, then. Hc saii Nathaniel Ingersoll, Mr.
Parris, an’ Joseph Hutchinson, an’ Edward an’ Thomas
Putnam, they all believe in it. Oh! wac is me ! wac is
me ! 'Deed, but I think it’s jist awfu’ ! awfu' !

¢ And you believe it too, then—do you, grandmother?™”

**I diana ken what to believe, lassic! 1 kinna say I do
‘belicve in it, an® yet, as folks say, * Whete there’s sae much
smoke, there maun be some fire.'”

41 know. DBut then, these two poor old creatures—what
power can they possibly bave? Grandmother, 1 don't
think I belicve one word of it

“\Wecl-a-weel! I kinna saxy. Bat there, lassic, rin
awa' noo; an' dinna fash uny mair aboot it, for it makes
me sick wi’ fear,” N

** But stay a moment, grannic, and tell me just this one
thing : If the devil hath such power, hath not the Lord our
God the greater power? "

** True for ye, lassic! Yeare dight; I believe that ; an’
sure we maun put our trustin ilim. DBut dinnz tatk maic
aboot it noo, {or it makes me sair sick at heart 5 an’ I wad
fain try to forget it."

{ To be continued. )

He said the gals charged it upon her,

But who was the other?  You said

THE IUITERATURE OF FLOWER GARDENS.

From the very catliest times we find gardeming illumined
and dirccted by the pen.  Bacon's cclebrated Essay * On
Gardens ™ will recar to those interested, and George Her-
bert, the divine, quaintly tell us that **of gardening and
buildinE r:o man knoweth the cost —a shrewd observa-
tion which is likely to find 2n ccho in the cxperieace of
many who have ventuted on cither pursuit. 1 have pur-
poscly avoided many allusions to ancient or what are
populatly called classical authors, Wt T canmot sesist
pointing out the fact that some of our mast successful writ-

-ers of lo-day, and of those whose works arc read in these

pages, ate aterally and truly gazdencss.  Who has not lin.

perel over * Christowel),” by R. . Blackinote, who,

Firgil-like, devoles wmuch of fus time 10 his nait trees at
Twickednam ? au | have we nut..oted the true imsunct ol
fruit and fluwer cultnie {a ** Natuee's Scedal Story ™ and
1athe ‘“Home Acte,” by Mr. 37 I Rea, ax lavghed at
Chatles Dadley V amer’s ** My Summser in a2 Gaiden™ 2
Even the anrists share the fate of the wiiters, and become
bond-servants 1o Fiora. 1 have nerer scen Mr. W. I
Gibson's garden, bet 1 am quitc sute he has a trood one,
for it 3s only nue and praciical gardencis who can dnaw
jcaves and peuls as he and Mz, A'fred Yarsons do daw
them. Every enz fond of flowena and gardens should read
Alphonse Karr's * Touar Round My Garden ™ 3 also ** Days
and llours in 2 Gawden,” Yy Mes. Boyle (E. V. B.) ;and
Teery wotk written by the late Mas J. H. Ewing isalive
with sympathy for garden blossoms, as is also a dittle val-
ute entitied * The Six of Spades,” = book about the gar-
den and the gardener, by the Rev. Reynold Hole, Canon

Should .

of Lincoln, the genial pastor and rosarian, who formulated
the aphorizm that *“ he who would grow beautilul roses
in his galden must first of all have beautiful roses in his
heart,” Charles Kingsley had a charming little garden
near the Pine Trees at Eversley, and both he and his bro-
ther, Henry Ringsley, the novelist, always wrote teclingly
on floriculture, There is scatcely a single work of John
Ruskin's that does not enlighten us as to the exquisite fit-
ness and grace of vegetation, and in his ** Proserpina, oc
A Study of Wayside Flowers,” there are minute studies
and much subtle reasoning as to their anatomy and nomen-
clature.~2 . Burtidge, in Harper's Magazine for LDe
cenber,

THE LINGERING a1USIC.

‘The bird has felt the autumn’s breath,
And fled beyond the sea,s

But naught can dave away the suny
11 left with you and me.

‘The mother long has slept within
fler grave upon the hill 3

And yet the lullaby she sang,
Her child is heariug still.

The clouds have gone, and yet keeps up
‘The patter of the tain ;

The harp’s unstrung, but still we hear
Its delicate refrain.

From every voice and trembling stang,
Unending music starts ;

‘They die away, or break, but it
Beats on in hving hearts.

The strains we sing will soon be spent,
The singers soon be gone ;

Rut oh, the joy, if through the years,
Qur songs go thrilling on !

~]. R. ., in United Prestyterian.

DOCTORS AND PATIENLS.

A celebrated physician who lived in the days when the
lancet and calomel wete in constant use, is reported to
have said he did not know whether he had done moie
good than harm by the exercise of his profession, and the
wits have always made fice with the kilhng powers of the
facalty. ‘I died last night of my physician,” sang Priors
and here is an epigram similar 1n suggestion upen thiee
physicians of George 111.:

¢t The kitg employed thiee doctors daily,
\WVillis, iHeberden and Baillie ;
Al cxcccdingly clever wen,
Baillie, Willis, Heberden ;
But doubiful which most sure to kill is,
Baillie, Heberden or Willis.”,

The author quutes a rather brutal epigram adidressed ta the
fat Dy, Cheyne, which cnds as follows .

* Doctor, onc more prescription try
{A friend’s advice forgive) ;
Eat grass, reduce thyself, and dies
Thy patients then may live,”

Such cflusions dirccted against *“ medicine men® have Iost
their point in our day, or, if we still laugh at a jest against
them, it is with no lurking suspicion that the half of it may
be true.  The ast of medicine is 10 a larpe extent empirical
sull. but the symptoms of disease and the remedies to be
applicd are far «better understood, while the modern phar-
macopwcia includes invaluable drugs, such as quinine and
ipccacuanha, wlich were unknown to the ancients. The
modern physician has so increased the extent of his know-
ledge that hic is the morc conscious of his ignorance, and,
ay far as he can do so, waits on Nature, trusting to her help
and moving obstacles out of her way. The story of the at
ol healing shows that this attitude was not recognized n
former days, and that {or long ages doctor and patient weie
cqually credulous, and in some 1espects almost cqually ig.
norant. To prove this we need not go back 1o the days of
Hippocrates or Galen. Possilily the old amulets and talis.
mans in_which so much reliance was placed in the early
ages of Christianity werce no greater proof of credulity than
the oclief in patent medicines is in ours 5 but this and simi-
lar beliefs are, onc may hope, now confined to the vulgas,
while thraugh the Middle Ages and up to a recent periadd
they were shated with thz deamed.-—T%e Spevtator.

A CASPIAN LILY.

A siill mote pleasamt afternoon 1 spent in visiting the
haunts of the far-famcd Nymph of the Caspran.  Nathes
rock nor whitlpool besets the approach to this coy ®eanty,
but as the siren can be seea only in her bath, from 1he lux
utions heat of which she draws ot o few of her charme,
onc might be led to prefer both Scyllaand Charyhdis to the
pent of the brink 1o which this fascinator larss unsuspeeting
izavellers at Chyulpan. Yet the d:ngcr is much more ap-
navent than sesk. The Nympha Casplca has broken up no
Louschojds, and preapitatzd no fmtnadal wars; the woist
that can be said against heris thatshe has planteda decp and
and never-to-le-satisficd longing 0 the Leart of botameal
Europe. en of-scicnee, tender in their admiration of her
beauly, and wishing 10 sec it flonnsh cverywhere, have
carried her virtoes 10 foraign parts in vain,  This 120, hiy.
like flower, with its overflowing Uulb of tender pink, bear-
ing its sceds in a puactured gourd, and batked far up its
slender stem by a continual fiow of wellniph bailing water,
wysterionsly renewed,—the queen of desert, wpopulons
Chyulpan, seattering hee petfome over land and sea, is the
unique product of uniqac conditions, and can no moze be
wransplanted than the Casplan itxelf.~-Zamund NeNe, in
Deeember Atlasitis
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TEMEERANCR mayurs have been elected tm Sheflield,
Leeds, Newcastle and Tynemouth.

Livgxious. P'rosbytery is orgamzing  large mussivnary
meetings 1 that city and i Birkenhead,

DR, Waligr C. SM1ITR opened the new church viected
for the Free Middle congregation in Tay Street, Perth.

A Grasuow firm have secured the contract for the mason
wurk of the Thomas Coats Memorial Baptist Church at Pais.
ley 3 the price is about $150,000. R

MR, DryspaLg, of Buenus Ayres and Liverpool, has
given $2,500 10 the fund for the mprovemsnt of Dunbar
parish chreh  The fund now amounts to $15,500.

A Liia in the Mans Parliament to abulish grocers’ Jicenses
was caned 1y siateen to four. Mona s now ahead of
England and Scotland in this matter by means of her home
rule. .

Tuark are 116 on the roll of the Free Church Aged and
Infiem Minssters' Fund, and thetr average age 1s seventye
three years and five months, while twenty of them are over
cighty.

T late Mr. Theodore Walcond was to have writtep
the brography of J)can Stanley, and the work has now been
contided to Dean Bradlcy, )i Mausghan heing unable to
undertake the task.

Tue Rev. Mr. Owen, vicar of a church in Edgbaston,
Rismingham, has sent to the Queen a bottle of water from
the Jordan, which was used at the baptism of the infant
Princess of Battenburg.

Tur Brighton Church difliculty is not yet settled.  Many
are ol opmnion that thete is plenty of room for hoth
Churches. 1. Hamilton's is to be sold and another built
in a more convenient place.

JAPAN possesses 2,000 newspapers, hall as many as Great
Britain and Iscland. Outside of Japan there are 1,000
newspapets in Asia, most of which appear in India. Africa
has 206 journals and Australia 700.

Mi. WiLLIAM CARRUTUERS, of the British Museum,
drew together a large audience at Hale, where he opened 2
cousse of lectures with his valuable address on ** \What the
Plant World has to say 1o Evolution.”

Tue anendance of students this session at the General
Assergbly’s College, Belfast. 1s the largest ever known.
Mr. John Dzobny, a Bohemian, is putsuing his studies there
under the zuspices of the Continental Misston. .

T Rev. James Milioy, in leaving Dreghorn parish,
after 2 nunistsy of upward of thirty years, carried with him
the sympathy of the cntite community, who deeply regret
that continued ilifhealth compels him to give up his charge.

THE faculty of the Irsh General Assembly’s College

have reccived 700 volumes from Mr. Jonathan Vinmt, to-
gether with 2 case Jor the books. They formed part of
the library of his late son, Rev. R. Vint, of Southampton.

PrOFRsSOR MARTIN was installed in the chair of Chris-
tian Lihics at the opening, on the toth ult,, of the Insh As.
sembly’s Cullege,Belfast, and thereafter Jdelivered an in-
augural address dealing chietly with the relation of the prin-
ciplc of continuity to moral responsibility.

D, Tuais DaviusoN says he has known many young
men born and brought up wittin the sound of Bow Bells
who, as regards high principle and a virtvous life, would
compaze favourably with numbers who come up to London
1fmm the wolds of Youtkshite or the heather hills of Scot-
and.

THe Rev. D, McNaughe, at the congrepational soiree of
Abbotsford Chuich, Glasgow, said he had lately taken a
census of the patish, which consisted of 0,792 Protestants
with church conncection, 1,180 Roman Catholics, and g22
who attended no church,  The membership of the parish
chuich is 66=.

Proressor Linnsav, Convener of the Foreign Alission
Committee of the Free Church, at the closc of the present
collepe session, will statt on a tour of inspection amoag ths
mission s'ations that are sustained by his communion. This
will nccessarily make his outing pretty necatly 2 voyage
round the world,

THE Rev. M. Nachim hasbeen appeinted missionary tothe
Jewsin Glasgow. The Seottish Home Mission to the Jews
has been affiiated with the British Socicty for the Propaga-
tion o¢ the Gospel among the Jews, and in terms of that
afiiliatror. Mr. Nachim wiil laboor among the Jews in the
sccond ety of the Empire.

Sir James M'Cutrocu, who presided at the dinner
which followed the opening services of the church at Wal-
lington, challenged the congregation to maise $2,000 during
the next twelve months against his $4,000 and so clear away
the bmlding detk, To his quesuon, ** Will you do it2"
the answer lreely came, ** We will,”

WesNT HarT1E1r001 has 1all’y leen constituted 2 bor-
ergh, anlits fist mayer, Mr. Gray, is 3 member of the
Peeshytertan Cluseh.  On ¢ Corporation Sunday ™ he was
acompanicd to bis ewa church by thie magistrates and lowa
cfficials.  Mr Robert Lander, another member of the cone
gregation, hzs been appointed alderman.

D, Haxnton's * Mistory of the, Preshytetian Chusch
in Traiand ™ hasbeen issued ina cheap cdition. In three

days from its issue heatly 9,000 copics werd sold. This -

larpe sale is owing to concerted cfforts pat forth by many
mimisiczs of the Chureh to secuse a large circulation of so
cxeellent 2 handhook among the members of the Preshy-
terian Church.

<T1ux Rev. Mcfiat [ ackson, of Sligo, who died on the 17th
ult., had 2 brilliant wollege career, and was among the car-
licst alomni of Qoeen’s, Bclfas:, founded in 1339. Stigo
was his onlf chaige.  He was a man of retiting isposition
and of a cultured mind.  His son, Rev, W, J. Jacxson, is
the successor of Dr. T. Y. Killen in the pastorate of Dun-
caim Church, Belfast.



