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In a great mixed multitude of people Inhabiting se
vast &~n area of country tas thit tif India. wa amght
rcasonably cxpect te ind every graca of civilisation
(tom the eist dtb.ased andi tritalized te the %uait
cultivatcd, thoughtfut iaa4 philosophic of mankind;
and such an expectation would be veritied.

The chamzteristics cf a nation niay be obtained
puincipally irom three sources, vis.. froin the diift of
the iaws, potpult m-txiis andi ordinary practice cf the
people. A few grand undeîlying principies of beliel
and customa doubtless are true of the masses, but they
iae such as miRbt bc formulated of any contrastcd
nationalities as well as of the different divisions of the
Hindoos. No sitictly truc deimitions tither of law,
maxim or custom may lac referred te the whole cf the
Indian people or indced aveu te a rajrtty of them.
In speaking, therefort, cf thc ivoirin of India, thesc
lacts rnust ho carefully kept In v 10w.

Up te tht dat et the Mohammcdan conque il the
cliquette of seclusion and veiling were unknown ir.
India. It was the Melgul court fashion of the time
(or- ladies se te ]Ive, anad w.îs adopted by the Hindoos
as aprccautionaty measure. It is stîli demed acces.
sary in the ntighbou:hood of large miiitary towns,
crowded with a reckless foreign solieîry. Under
British rule these customs have greatly dectined in
rigidness, and now exisi oniy ninongst the mosi ex-
clusive andi aristocratic cf the (ainiies cf l3engai and
the notth-wtst provinces, or emigtants from these le-
calitims l3eauchanan ia bis IlMysort'" says truiy
that i l speaking of the seclusion of H indoa wemen
we must be understoed te mean the higher classes
only, andi aven of these oniy such as dweli in those
parts ofthe country where tht eximple cf the Moham-
triedans and the (car cf their iawiess passions prevaied,
for li generai the womcn cf India enjoy compiete
frecdora. Among the loecr and middle tanks, indeed,
whose wiives andi daughters are requireti te nid in the
management c>! domestic concerais, in business, and
-evea in the labours cf agriculture, seclusion wouid be
impracticabie. Throughout the Dchhan, where the
mnanners cf thc Hindoos have been least niodifieti by
foreiga influence, the women are upen mnuch the saine
footing with respect te liberty as they are in Eutope.'

Col. Todd, than whom few knew India better, gives
the foiiowing:-

IlThe superficiai observer applies bis own stand-i
ard te the customs cf ail nations, .and laments
with an aflected phianthropy tht degracied condition
of the Hindoo (ornait, in which sentiment hae would
tind ber littie dispos..d te jein. Ht partîcuiariy la-
rntnts bier want of liberty and caRis hier seclusion
imprisonnmtnt. But from tilt knewledgc I pcssess of
the itecdom, tht respect, tht bappintsf, which Rs-
poot women cnjey, 1 arn by neoantans inclined te
deplore their state as oe of captivity."

l3ishop Heber, in writiîag of the peninsula proper,
.-ays:.

"lAs thete is aniong the cottagers no seclusion cf
women, bcth sexes sit together round their evcning
laxnps in vcry cheerful conversation, and empley them-
selves citber la wcaving, spinîng, or playing at a kind
cf dominos." He says it is untrue that the women,
in these parts nt lewst, art ignorant cf sewing, spinning
or embroidery, "'inasmuch as, whiie tht trade cf
Dacca fleurished, the sprigs, etc , which we sec on ils;
muslins, were very eften the work cf female bands."
I do net thinkc tht anajorfty cf Hintice woen are
treate cxutiiy as a Tuit, yet cases tee frequentiy
occur te startle and distress us with their ferocitybut
native law sanctions ne such extremnities. ,4fenu is
scarcely Miore severe on woen iban it is considered
preper te be ir. couniries mort pretentious ir. this
nincecenth century of ours. Fer equai labeur, equaiiy
wett dont in equat timc, a wonian receives iess re-
muneratien la India and America, the oniy reason
assignable being tht difference ir. sex To cdu-
cate a native womaa in anything beyond ber bouse-
keeping dutits was-and in some parts sîill is-
considered inexpedient and dangerous, but things are
graduaily taking a better tura, and we mighi say they
caRy foleow at the rear cf the columa cf European
women's advance. It is net leng since that higher
educational seminatits evea ini America 'were ciesed
to wcmtn, andi saine are sîilt inaccessible. It is novw
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weli known that through thteIiguencae cf wornen ln
London-such women as thetlc Mary Carpeater,
cf London-that a grand eaiucitlonni scheme fer Ilia.
doe women was adopteti by the Indiaeti Govesumenint,
only a fetr lents age. It Is perbipa cestly t the
start, but it Is the only meibeti by whIch a solid and
lasting woric cf ibis sort coulti bc establlshed. There
bas been foundeti ai lcasi threc wornen's vernacular
normal scheois, with associateti modcl sdcoos on the
Kinderg'irten plan-cne nt Poeona, ila the Deccan ;
one ai Jablialpeor, and anoîher ai Lahere, eacb
under the superintendence cf an Engiish lady pria.
ýcipaI. Tlacy admit only Brahmnini wcmea anti girls.
Gevernment officiais knew weit thai the people werc
tee poer te pay aveu a trivial sum fer the educatier. of
these wemen ; andi the (act soan becamie apparent that
until, tht pupls werc renaunerateti fer thtir time,
regular attendante coulti net be secuteti or anything
satlsfictory donc. Accordingly, ecd pupit in the
prumary model depariment is p.iid twenty-five cents
per menth, anti advaaaces preportienateiy thrcugh ail
tht classes until la the highest or graduatlng tRass of
tht Normal cach pupil receives the suai of $4 per
mentis. If a pupil proves unadapteti te teachng-
tht graduating class tcach as monitors under the
supervision cf tht medel teaclaer, who is aise Engiish
-site (s îbrown out anti another adivancedi te bier
place. Tht examinations art conducteti 1y the Sauper-

ntendent cf vernacular schocîs for western India.
Here is a grand otitlet fcr the talent cf Iirahminl
chilti widews. Hindce chiidren arc quite as clever te
lcara, quite as easiiy îneught, anti mort easy ta con-
trai than white chiltiren. Whea iaughi, they unake
very clever teachers, anti there is sibundant demanti
for their services. Severai graduates frcm the Poona
schoois have obtaineti situations as gevernesses in
noble Hintico famiiies, and receive salaries cuai te
that which tht Presbyterian Church in Canada as-
signcd lier lady iniissienaries fer tht first five yets cf
theur lire in tht East. This Poona school is under
tht able management cf Mrs. James Mitchell, widew
cf the late Rev. J. Mitchell, D.D., father andti uder
cf the Fret Chtarch Missions ai Poona.

Vet ibis must net cc.unt fer tco much, i il oniy an
experument, but se far a success anti a hepeful siga cf
tht turnes. There are multitudes ofl mea in ladia who
deny a woman's right te the power cf knewltdge, as
wc might expect. 1 rernember an illustration cf ibis
an my Oua work ai Indoe. 1 hati <or sorne turne
been teacbîng tht yeuag wift of a native gentleman,
cicrk un tht Publie %VorRcs Department. Ont day ho
calleti upen me with the request that I should desiat
from giving his wife any furtber insituction. Uc saiti
that she was% making good beadway, was indeeti
cRever, whilo lic was a clerk la office andi obligeti te
werk. At night he was tee tired tojstudy; bis wifc,
hie stated, hati ail day te reand, and prescntiy hoe re-
maricod, " She wiii be more learnti than 1, anti then
how ashamedt 1 shali bc." Poer honest man; lit at
least was net ir.differer.t as to the estimnation in. wlîich
hoe was helti by tht ladies cf bis lieuse.

WVben, in 1878, Miss Helen Watson, of Reading,
England, won the prise for the Bachelor of Science
Examination at tht University of London, first divi-
sien, tht Eaglisb press everywbtre commentoti upon
tht matter, praieiag tht gentie, sweet, womanly girl
wbe bati se briliiantly atquitted berseIf The ladian
venacular press teck up the subject, anti great was
tht evudent aiarm least wemea shoulti arder such
tuution becerne tee cRever aitogether. '(ci woen
ence hati their day eveu. in India. Menu, their law-
giver, in bis famous "lSiatutes," says

Il Voran miust be honoured anti aderacti by fa-
thers, bretbren, husbands, anti haxibantis hreîhren,
if thcy scek abundani presperity.» IlTe a maiden,
ta a bride, te the sick, and te pregnant ivoiren,
lot hiai give food, anti aveu before bis guesis, witb-
oui hesitatien." '(et hie Itieds that aie wemnan is
te Ilact according te ber antre pleaure."' It is a
common saying that "wliere fornales arc honeured
thtre the deities are pîcaseti."'I W~here fernale rela-
tions are matie miscrabit the family cf him wbo
makes îbcmn se vcry sean wheliy perishes.» 1 aieti
net multiply instances lurther, but tura now te tht
common practice cf to-day andi sec hew these laws
anti maxims are respected la usage.

it is considereti impolitic, and, abeve ail, unluckyi
te spcak wcllcf awomnan. A man shrinks (rom mer.-
tiening bis wiles aar, andi thr i xl witl never speak
that ofliher hushanti, alîhough shte anay write it andi
band itet ycu, but terni ont anQtber as father or me-
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tiacr cf the eldest child. A inother has alîays 61t
priviloe of narning lier chiidrerî, but the anncune.
mnentis iways male by ibe ather. This îndtrtnta
of address looks strange and unnattîrAl te us, but orct
ena trne there was gooti reasen for sucb custorn. il
lu the star remaiig whlclî pMlts us back te a pa,.
fiai past cf rapine andi conquest, andi the nlemory fA
whlch ba% nlot yet become wholliy deiccd. It is taot
thit li 15 (ashionablo te speak tontemptunasiy cf ih
scx, ycî In the Ildornestic republie"I wnmtn have bo,.l
-tveice aadanfafluence. [n the higlier tanks <'f Li
ia Central India amoag tht Rajpots they certaire1
taita their place belli in goveraimeuit and politice, md
provo themseives the rnost situl, anibitinus andi de.
terrned cf laîriguers.
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Mai.. EDîTtaa,-In the ltev. Mr. Laing's sixth pape.
la aaswer te the question, IlWhy are) ou a Piciby.
terian,» it is said: ."lThe eiders la Sctipture art ail ci
.equ.ii autherity ; hence.the Presbyterian a.ssertion ai
tht parity in tht eidership. This, however, ls notin.
consistent with the existence of twe classes, (t) îhose
who naît, and (2) those who riait and aise labour in
Word and doctrine. Tht first may bc able te suit er-.
cieatly whiie giving their tirnt te soane honesi c.tiiîr
for a iivelibood; whereas, the whoie time and ate.
tion cf one who labours ia werd and dlettrine is te-
quired fer the woric. Hence tht distinction betwen
the rulir.g and teaching eider, bath presbyter bishops,
but called and sot apart te différent werk ia the
LQtçh of, Goti.» WVth these siatements [ have mi
fault te find, but have te express wender that the
writer, when acting as Presbyterian apologist, shouli
haven voided allusion te tht glaring inconsistency ti
the practice of Preshyterians with the Scriptural pra.
ciple, which Mr. Laing succinctly states la thest
words: " lTht eiders in Scripture are ail cf equai
authority."1 New, ail know, who are acquainteti with
our Church courts, that one teaching eider is equalin
aatlcrity, er vcàlifg poer, te twe ruiing eiders in
any case; andi where congregationq, owing te large.
net's, have a numereus ruling eidcrship, ane tenchuing
eider may bc equal te twenty ruiing eiders. Thteoniy
exception te tbis is in the Kirk session, where the
teaching andi the ruiing eider are equai as regards
deliberative andi judicial authority, tbough even there
tht ruling eider is stampeti with inferierity, inasmuch
as homay netatas president ormaoderator. h nay
bt safely a:;sertcd that la Presbytery, Synod anti Ms.
sembly, every teachiag eider is equalint autherity te
leur ruling eiders, as it is certainly a low average to
allew four a-uiiag eiders te eacb corigregatuon. Now,
this practice eugh i tber te terminale, or we musi
relinquisb net the ieast important, if net tht mcii
important, Scripture argument for Presbyterianism.
Tht writer has nover heard a defence cf tht starnag
contrariety cf aur practice te our profession, anent
the eldership, that did not excite bis pity and cause
him te biush for tht party attcmpting te defend iut. hI
is greatiy te be regretteti that ai the lts union the
ainited Church perpetuateti tht superierity ef teaching
eiders by eajoining thai neither a Presbytery, ner a
Syned, nor an Assembiy, tans be consltituted unless
th-,y ferm tht mtajerity, andi that ne session can bc
constituted uaicss a tcachiag eider preside. And
coneuetude or customi lerbitis any ruling eider occu-
pying the moerates chair in the other courts of the
Church . These things sad:y blur our otherwise
J3ible.sanctioed Presbyterianisrn. There is woa k
awaiting the yeungcr andi more eaightcnied teachuag
eiders in our Cburcb. Et is for theni te riti ber pelicy
and practice of everything that saveurs% of priestly
domination. God's WVord. the spirit cf the age and
tileir own honour, demau.d this.

Sept. 6th, 1831. AN AcED TiAciiiar ELDEa.
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Iis matter for congratulation that the best metheti
cf doing someihing mort than we have bean able te
acceanplish in tht past for the sustentation of the
aninistry, is te comt before the Prtsbytcries for con-
sideratien. Tht Rami Generai Assenibiy appointeti a
cemmitteet Ilte draw up a detailedl schcrne for tht
adequate support cf tht aninistry, with tht overtule
on ibis subjcct and tht scheme fer a sustentation
fand, te bc taken inte consideration for their guid-
ance in tht iatter." Tht Assenbiy aise resolved <te
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