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1L L US TRA TION.

T li ERE is no qualitM in the public speak.
cr more admircd by hecarers in général

than the puVcr cf iltustrating a subject. The
preachcers whlo commaiid t hc larges!. congrega-
tiens, %vho cnjoy a great followving .-hecver
tht>' go, and who arc mest powerfully influ-
cncing the liearts and lives cf their fèllo%ý-
men, are those who let the liglit fait upon
thicir themes through the wvindowvs cf parablc,
fable, si mile, figure, analogy,and allegor>'. The
abstract thinl<crs and thé metaphysical writcrs
cf thé day are performing a service in the
interests cf truth that may be higlier and
more valuable than the werk cf the illustrat-
ive speakcr. The>' may bcecvolving hiddcn
principles, discovering unknownr laws of mind
or mnattcr, ck -'aying before tht gaze cf the
intellect the mysteries cf universai truth.
These are the exclusive few who arc the great
propellers cf thought. But the %work tltcy
do is flot popular. Thtiir infiucnceis circunt-
scrtbed. It takcs thée man who possesses the
illustrative faculty tq' follow uponý their path,
and by the use of analogies te make their
discoveries kinown and appreciated.

The idéal preacher is one tvbe unités the
créative facult>' along with the gift cf illus-ý
tration. Jésus Christ for titis ver>' reason il*
the supreme speaker cf ail tht ages. Ht was
the Truth himself, and therefore ail abstract
principles and spiritual Iaws were profoundly
grasped by him. Ai Inyster>' was as dlean>'
mapped eut before his mind, as yendcr mou nt-
ain bathcd un the dawning sunlight is dis-
tincti>' outlined te the tyt cf the spectater.
Anld yet the people heard 'hin gladl>', for
by ne .6ther teacher was the parable ever
nsed te greater perfection. *Ht rivets tht
attention by tht simple story. When the
parable has gaincd the interested attention cf
the hearer, the spiritual trutit is suggesttd or
declared. The divine teacher then lays aside
the figure, and presses the lesson upon the
hcant Tht parable of the scwcr is most
suggestive in tItis respect. With perfect
simplicit>' the scorne is placed before the mind.
Tht sewer stands eut in prominent contrast
te the surrounding scener>'. The worris pre-

sent clcarly tht differcrnt kinds cf soit upon
whiclî falîs tlîc good sed. Tiien whlat a
nevcr-ending suggestivencss tlîe.,e la it the
aipplicaition, tht sccd cf the wvord filling upon
tht différent kirds of humaý licarts. WVhat a
beautiful încthod is scen in, Clitist's dcalihg
%vith the woman at the wcll cf Jacob 1 l-io%
natural His rcqucst for a drink of watcr. llow
dolicate tht référence it tht flrst Instance te
thé tihîddca foutitain cf living water. Ob-
serve Iîow the Savicur procccd.1 step b>' step,
untit thé woman makes tht grànd dîscover>'
cf her sprtual thirst. Thus again ivitît
Nicodentus lie advances fromin tie natural te
the Ittavcnl> blrth ; and with the blind man
whont he lcads te sec by dcgrces fitst tht wvorld
cf inattcr and then tht Universeocf Spirit.
No wondcr the people hecard bim gladi>'.
Arc wc astonislhcd that thcy flockcd around
him? The Lord's zermons arc indeed, simple
-cxquisitely simple, se that cbildrcn never
growwcvary cf hearing thien. But thcy arcse
decp, sei profound, and infinitely suggestive
that aftcr millions 0f minds bave pondercd
tht lessons tbcy contain, and aftcr tht crca-
tien cf an expesitor>' litcrature before tht
extent and varicty cf which %ve pesitivtiy
stand aglhast, these cliscoverits arc as frcsh
and original te us as te ail previous gencra-
tions, andl they are (lic therncs which occupy
by far tht greater number cf tht bocks that
arc bcing publishced.

It becomies preachers te follow as nearly as
possible tht method cf tht Master, and te
cultivate tht faculty cf illustration. In gen-
cral tht figures empleyed in a discussion are
a mcasurc cf tht speaker's apprehlension cf
his subjcct. The g-fts cf God it is truc are
v«g\iousIy distributed, and lîcace we have
metaphysical, historical, ratiocinative, im-
aginative, preachers, and oftcn it wvill prove
as impossible for tht ont class, tht metaphysi-
cal for example, te become tht imaginative
as for a butterfl>' te be transformcd intc' an
cagle. StilI we believe the illustrative facuît>'
is capable cf being cultivated te a greater or
Iess exterit b>' all classes cf speakers. If the
philosephical preacher can at the same time
ut-ter his thoughts in analogies, hie wilI become
the mighty niover oÊ4 humait minds. But the
illustratitie preachers ntay again be subdivià ;
cd ac-ordiig te thoir peculiar gifts. There
are"the allegorists sucit as John Bunyan, tht
painters sucit as Guthrie, the poctical preach-
crs like IMacdýiff, speakers who, like Spurgeon,
use honîely' and Scriptural figures, and
nmen wvho,' like.Calrd, by a pointed pract.cal

i.t 1atiqn, drive tht riait into its place. Tht
illust_ tiv*èpreachers may bc divided into tht
microscepic, telescQpic,, kalcidoscopic, and
stereoscopic. Tht first bring tht minute and
hidacit thiigs cf God's trutu beore the cyt cf
tht mdhdi and Robertson cf Brighton is an
cmincnt exaniple cf titis. Tht second b>'
con*eying tht vastness; and grandeur cf God's
universe compel the hearer intu an attitude
cf dévotion, and who'can be compared in this
respect te the illuitifous Chalmers? Tht
third présent a succession cf pictures that
dazzle -and attract> and ni'ake deep impres-
sions, and Gutitrie stands faile pizceÉs in
titis regard. Tht stereoscopie, or the nàtural
preadher, is happil>' illustrated Liy Normant
Macleod and William Arnot.

It is gratifying te observe that tht sermons
cf tht day are becomhxg, more and more illus-

trative. Mctaphysical preathlng lias almost
suffcrcd a total décadence. But thé imagiina-
tiv'c, the illustrative, and the practi cal preacli.
cr is. thc man wbo is sought afler, and is
wiclding a hcalthful Influence upon has fcllow-
mcn. ________

THE PAIPAL ELLiCTION.

W ITHi the vcry lngt ~çcd occupation
of thc papal tbronc, bich the latc

Pope enjoyed, the élection of a Roman
pontioe may bq.rcgarded,ù"s "p event that only
occurs ln a life-time. In &nequcnce of titis
bcing flot an evet>' day occurcnicca rcmark-
able intcrcst %vas taken by th.publfc ln the
action of the cardinats. The Roin lsh hurŽh
aucccds in invcsting every king with myster),
and of course the élection of a Pope htipresseb
the distant onlooker with a scnse qf super4tI.
tious awe. The cecto's ltn titis case arc no
common mcin. Thry arc the..prlnccs of thc
Church. They constitute a class* among&t
whom thé Pope is prirus inUr pare. From
their numnber the successor ln thé Pontifical
cliair must becalcd. Thc mnovemcnts of the
cardinalsduring the interrcgnum arc watchéd
with keen intcrcst b>' govcrnntcnts and
pcples. In the prert instance, j>ossIbIy,
thé speedy action wlîich bas placcd Cardinal
Pccci on the Papal chair, may bc disappoint.
ing te flot a fcw tvho tcrc looking for cxclting
scenes coniiècted with the élection. But it is
another instance of thé worldly-wise polic-y
which is so characteristic of the Roman prlcst.
bloed.

To have held the élection long in abcyance
would have been te provoke discussion and
strifc among the people. There werc the two
classes of the public wbo ivere in danger of
opcn antagonisin-those wboSwere- tbe con-
servative supporters off tbe Pkpal pretensions,
and those wlilling te let the temporal potver
go and miake the b st of the circumfstances.
The division amogst the cardinals was evi-
dently caused by the two parties amongst
thein who reflected these opposite opinions.
The cardinal. wcrc net dividcd upon a prin.
ciple of nationalit>', or cf thrology, but upen
a principle of politics. But delay would prove
dangerous in the exlsting crisis, and ait were
eager to press to a vote.

The man who has been choseq, for the
office of pope is evidence of the attitude cf
the majerit>' in the Roman Church towards
the question cf the temporal power. The
new pontiff will flot be an agitator for the
recovery cf the carthly domination. He' i
said te bc one who recognizes. the political
changes which have passed over ltaly, and
who wiil maintain a policy cf accommodation
to tl4c altered circumstances. It wii in al
likefl'hood bc his purpose to establisit and
fostc\ firicndly relations with the, govermient
cf Kaig Humbert. Thcre will ceztaiffly bc
mnucit bo. - gain to his Chtdrch froma uci a
course, tItan could possibly ensue front* the
openly dceclared intention cf llghtilig for the
tempocit power. There couîd be nothlng but
Ioss fro n the latter cours-Iloss cf influence,
loss cf nuone>, and possibi>' loss cf position
in Rom% Wîth the policy cf accommoda-
tion on t'ho other hand the priets wiII acquire
an insidcus and dangerous influence over
kings and- courtiers, unless where -there is a
wholesomI dread cf their intcrmeddling
practice à. witii the Emperor William and
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