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ayakling, 05 the grwet sewedmrs stond
ous agriomd the ight fa cwilioes of
gold! Tousking ix the e smde of 2n
“Bader candle” which pilgrhizor 4o
Fevnuadem Hyht a8 Eador asevioss in
that M city, The exiiogrided candle
¥« borne bome very exeelelly, aad only
on $ covmionr. 168 faad mae
i to bum Lfore the pilpies when
2boul 1o g0 on Bk bat jouney ot
1oz Bife, £
Around xuch & day as Pavier many
2eeid] cuxlonms would ratarally gather.
0.4 Ezglead illocloaten tbir. On the
Yonduy alter Yasier, or Faxier Yon-
dxy, wen would “3ifs” the woman in
a horizontal pesition, and Esxter Tues
dxy the woman rdburned the favour,
Sometimen the candida's would bLe
Yifted in & chair, vibtondecorated and
linod with white, Tt iz not exsy to
thow the connsckion of such cusiows
with Batier, snd atill maoee ditficnlt v
explzin why wives stumld best their
shustands on Paster Toenlay, and those
wives receiye guch fuvours task again
on Veldnesdsy, The bewting ix hardly
in ascordance with the Easter wpiric,
and 3% can only te explained on the
ground tha things sometimes go by
contraries,  Oa Wednewlay, wen, wo-
men aud childrén took off each other's
shosbuckles, 'We are told of an odd
Fanter emstom st Oxford—* chopping
the free) an evergreen tree siationed.
a% the door of the refectory at Univer-
#ity College, and xure to receive some
sharp blows, the professors paying half
. guinea for the chanos to chop, but
the mudents giving five shillings and
sizxpence for the privilegs, Who
woulda't 'be » student rather than a
professor when & tres ix to be chopped 3

11 831m6 of the Greek citien, the joy
that Faster brings is said to be of a
very nojsy nature,; that fircarms are
employed o expross the feclings of
the pesple, and sre discharged with
greab enthusiusm,  Accidents are re-
ported to happen in this way, ‘The
fust.that in the Grock Church precedes
Euster 34 vory rigorous, and whers we
strain unnuturally in one direction it is
no wonder if we make the strain ex-
cerrivo in ancther. It must be an im-
promive hour st Mowcow when st
twelve o'clock the night before Eaater,
sll the belly ring out, swinging and
sounding, flooding the air with
wondrous melody, maying that the
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Wrsry man omce rested from his
labourzs on the last day of the week.
Now on its fit day be eeeks strength
wherewith to face the work of life,
Thix chany from the Sibbath to the
Lord’s Day finds its rational explana-
tion in the fact that on the first morn-
ing of the week Jezus rose from the
desd,

¥rom the dawn of Christianity one
day in the yeur has comumemorated the
resurrection of the Lord.  There is no
stisfastory statement of the origin of
Enster except that which admits that
on that fegtival the early Church
affirined in triumphant song its creed :

“We believe in Jezus Christ our
Iord, who was crucified, dead and
buried; the third day He rose from
the dead.”

An intelligent skeptic may assert
that it is impossible that one should
rise from the dead. Bit'he must be
silent in the presenco of the stupendous
fact that for niveteen centaries Chris-
tianity bus resied upon an empty tomb.
He is silent because, though his
nkeplicism i intolerant of a miracle,
his intellect is too conscientious 1o
accept those explanations of the pheno.
menon which affirm the imposture, or
the hallucination, of streng-minded men
who battled and died for their faith in
the trustworthiness of their zenses,

One of the most atriking facts in the
history of the resurrection is that the
disciples’ faith found them and not
they it, The event wasgo antagonistic
to their thoughts that not until they
had meen the risen TLord again and
aguin, had eaten and talked with Him,
had touched und handled Him, did
‘they accept the evidence of their genses,

| the dead”
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Thelr exlisticn fr mifomsl IS i
e jojos expremicn of mem whe,
eoavinved of the fuid of ihe Lond%:
rezaroection and  words, Bave been
guickened Uy the Jove which elerales
ovovicion inis peraical teusi in Him
who cxesd, aefaved, died and rowe agin
t2sd ther mmight bave lfe aod immer
fality,

Ancien$ przanism gzave o helpial
response {0 the oal’s oy, “I & man
die, zhall ke live azaint® Oze of Sts
poets expremses the common Gith:
“Hope gots with lifs—all bopaless are
“Ocoz dezd there is no
resurrection more,” mournfully echoss
the Greck tragedy.

Here and there were to be found
thoze wbo admitted the posribility of a
fiture life. Some went 30 far s fo
think i¢ prodabls thal the souls of
herces, slain for taeir country, sarvived
death, though their spirits were nos
themaselees, bat the ghosts of what they
had bxen,

Themaslves were their bodies left on
the bastle-field to be devoured by dogs
and vulterez.  Botin that probability
few found consolation—nsne the in.
spiration of hope. On no pagan tomb
was irzcribed * He sleepa.”

Bat the resurrection of Jesus so
flocded that ancient world with the
light of the life beyond death, that
even the bondman believed in the soul’s
immortality, and the peasant beheld
the beatific vition. Then followed a
spiritual upheaval such a8 the world
bad never seen.  Common life was dig-
nified, snd drudgery became a service
of love.

The slave, contcious of his immor-
tality, went about as a frecman. The
patrician, knowing that he was an
heir of the eternal life, became the
servant of those who were joint-heirs
with him. No life was insignificanit.
The accidents of birth, or station, or
income, neither enhanced uor lessened
it. A hut might be a temple, and the
lowliest tack a spiritual voeation.

In the Jight of our Lord's resurrec-
tion, the intellect sees and is satisfied
that whatever may be the changes
which awaic us in the unclothing of
death, there will be no distraction of,
consciousness and no loss of personal
identity.

We, ourselves, ghall be clothed upon,
Oar graves shall be empiied; our
bodies shall be changed, yet our per-
sonality will continue,
sting for those whose

1 eyes aré aglow
with the Easter hope.
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Jonn PLouonsax says: “The ale
jug robs the cupboard and the table,
starves the wife, and strips the children H
it is a great thief, house-breaker. and
heart-breaker, and the hest possible

-night of the day of watching and wait-
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Toe nexs day, the desam, prssizy
shroszh ibe etreeds, foard ade bush
acd places of basicess clomd, azd
quiet Hke thal of the Siblath in the
ozl erowdsad tEorcoghfares,

“What Is the madter I” he asked,

“15is tbe day of the Savisar's ey
Bxion. In ibis Siate it is leqlly)
Di'.w ) Ed.’ :.

He went {o church and Hstened {01
wwlemn sermon on the secrifise Ty !
Calvary. “I do not koow, after el
be siid, “why we thould keep ths |
Batile of New Orleacs as 2n anniver.
sary, and not that of Christ’s birth ard
death”

When Easter morning carme the s
waszhining; a soft spring air whispered !
of life beneath the mow-covered i
The windows of the houses, a3 he wrat |
down the strest, were filled with whits |
fiowers ; rejoicing anthems pealed from
every church-door. Hiy friend re
him with oulstretched hand.

“Surely we can be glad together
that Christ has aricen!” he mid
“Come here,” opening the gate of the
churck-yard. Upon many of the graves
were laid fresh flowers. They are
only a sign, but they ars the eign of
the resurrection,” be said. ¢ Think of
the comfort to the poor, mourning
mothers and wives that brought them
here to remember that, as Christ ros
from the dead, their loved ones shall
live again.”

The otiector said nothing, but his
friend noticed that in churck he joined
prompily in singing, “Even so in
Christ shall all be made alive;” and
when he came out among the happy
throng, his eyes were dim. I will
never grudge to any Christian bis||f
Easter-day again,” he said.

The old prejudice against ths festivsl
among certain denominations of ex-
cellent and fruitful people, which grew
out of the fear that formalism would
take the place of inward devotion, 4
in the Middle Ages, is fast dissppear-
ing, and Esster is now celebrated by
nealy all Christians as in the early
days of the Courch, It. may be that
in time the featival of the resurrection
will become universal, and that the
world itself will literally keep Easter
ay.
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Last year the women of tha United
States gave 8500,000 toward Christian-
izing the heathen, Of this large sum
Preabyterian women gave nearly $200,
000; Beptist women, $156000;
women, $130,000;
Northern . Methodist women, $108,000,

it on the shelf boitom upward.”

£25,000.
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